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A brand new 17 registration? Check. Great looks and spec? Sure. Zero interest? Oh yes.

Your new MG ticks every box, whether you're off on a family adventure or whizzing around the city.

Visit Mg.€0.UkK to arrange a test drive today.

MG3 fuel consumption: URBAN 41.7 mpg | 6.8 I/100km, EXTRA URBAN 59.6 mpg | 4.8 I/100km, COMBINED 51.5 mpg | 5.5 I/100km, CO2 Emissions: 124g/km.
MG GS fuel consumption: URBAN 36.6 - 37.6 mpg | 7.7 - 7.5 I/100km, EXTRA URBAN 53.2 mpg | 5.3 I/100km, COMBINED 45.5 - 46.3 mpg | 6.2 - 6.1 I/100km,
CO2 EMISSIONS 139 - 141 g/km.

Models shown: MG GS Exclusive with metallic paint in Sunset Orange at £19,990 and MG3 3Style in Newton Black with White Trophy Stripe graphics pack and white wing mirror caps at £10,849.40.1On the road (OTR) price of £8,399 applies
to the MG3 3Time with no optional extras and £14,995 applies to the MG GS Explore with no optional extras. OTR prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and 12 months'‘Vehicle Excise
Duty’. From prices exclude optional metallic paint, accessories and graphics packs. Fuel consumption values shown are based on official EU test figures and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not be representative of
actual driving results. Offer terms and conditions apply: ¥0% APR: Conditional sale. 0% APR available on all MG3 and MG GS models until 31.03.2017. A minimum deposit of 20% of the cash OTR price applies on all MG3 models and 30% of
the cash OTR price applies on all MG GS models. Finance by MG Financial Services, a trading style of GMAC UK plc, PO Box 6666, Cardiff CFI5 7YT, subject to status, availability and terms and conditions. Applicants must be aged |8 or over
at participating dealers. See your local dealer or visit mg.co.uk/offers for details.
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WHY E-PACE SHOWS THAT SUVS
WILL MAKE. NOT BREAK, JAGUAR

I'T°S ONLY FOUR years since the F-Type went into
production as the first model from, and the poster child for,
Jaguar’s new generation of products.

It kickstarted a complete modernisation of the brand. First

AN came some nice yet ultimately conventional saloons, but
now we're seeing the really innovative stuff. It started last year with the
now hugely successful F-Pace, with which Jaguar discovered it can make
SUVs with no collateral damage to its image. The electric [-Pace arrives
next year, a car so radical it consigns every Jaguar convention to history.

And in between is the E-Pace, this week’s cover subject. It may seem
unremarkable - it’s a small front-drive SUV on a Land Rover platform
— yet it is hugely significant, not only for its potential sales volumes in
a rapidly growing market, but also for its cheaper price point and the
younger buyers it'll attract, further quelling Jaguar’s ‘old man’ image.

Today’s demand for SUVs and crossovers can be traced back to
the birth of the Nissan Qashqai in 2007, fully 10 years ago, as
Richard Bremner recalls on ps4. So with sales of Jaguar saloons
dwindling, the real question is not why is the firm making SU Vs
such as the E-Pace at all, but why didn’t it do it sooner?

Mark Tisshaw Eaitor

mark tisshaw@haymarket.com ¥ @mtisshaw

@
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t-Pace (0 expand
Jags suV onslaugnt

New compact SUV set to become Jaguar’s
biggest-selling model as the firm also readies the
electric I-Pace and plots Audi Q7-rivalling J-Pace

aguar is ramping up its

SUV sales assault with

the E-Pace compact

SUV, which is due to be
revealed in early summer. It
follows just six months after
the unveiling of the electric
I-Pace at the LA motor show.

With the mid-sized F-Pace

SUV making up more than half
of the brand’s overall sales

8 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017

since it was launched last year
and buyers preferring high-
riding vehicles to traditional
saloons such as the XE and
XF, Jaguar’s growing range of
SUVs will be key to the brand’s
future success. As well as the
E-Pace, F-Pace and I-Pace, a
large SUV called the J-Pace
will go on sale by 2019.

The compact E-Pace, which

is set to be a bigger seller
than the larger F-Pace, is
fundamental to those plans.
While the F-Pace has had
amajor effect on Jaguar
sales, the E-Pace promises to
catapult the premium brand
forward in the same way that
the Range Rover Evoque has
done for Land Rover.

The five-seat E-Pace, which

will rival the BMW X1and Audi
Q3, is a similar size to the
Evoque and will be smaller
than both the F-Pace and

the electric I-Pace. It will be
built on the same LR-MS steel
platform as the Evoque and
Land Rover Discovery Sport
and produced alongside those
models at JLR’s Halewood
plant. Front-wheel-drive

versions will be most popular,
but all-wheel-drive will be an
option. Both six-speed manual
and eight-speed automatic
transmissions will be offered.
With the Evoque and
Discovery Sport being Jaguar
Land Rover’s two best-
selling models, the Halewood
factory is already at its full
capacity of 200,000 cars



E-Pace (2017)

Forthcoming E-Pace willbe a
perfect entry point to the brand
for aspiring SUV buyers and
catapult Jaguar sales upwards.

F-Pace (on sale now)

Only launched last year, the
F-Pace has already proved its
worth for Jaguar. It set the
scene for a family of SUVs.

AUTOCAR
IMAGE

|1-Pace (2018)

The all-electric I-Pace concept,
shown at last year’s LA motor
show, is set to berevealedin
production form later this year.

J-Pace (2019)

The final piece of the jigsaw
will be alarge SUV, called the
J-Pace. It will rival the Audi
Q7 wheniit arrives in 2019.

The E-Pace promises to catapult
Jaguar forward in the same way
the Evoque has done for Land Rover

annually. As aresult, JLR is
currently assessing how to
accommodate production of
anew model. JLR also builds
the Evoque and Discovery
Sportin in Brazil, India and
China, but it is unlikely that
Jaguar would choose to
produce the E-Pace abroad
without any manufacturing
capacity for the car in the UK.

Styling for the E-Pace, as
spotted in recent images of
the car testing near JLR’s
Gaydon HQ and inside
the Arctic Circle, closely
resembles that of the F-Pace,
with both the grille and
roofline reminiscent of those
of its larger sibling.

The E-Pace will also feature
the latest development of

Jaguar’s InControl Touch
Pro infotainment system,
recently updated in the
F-Pace, and showcase
improvements in interior
quality. InControl Touch Pro
now offers so-called ‘Dual-
View’ technology, which was
firstintroduced on the Range
Rover and allows the driver
and front passenger to view

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 9



Sales in the premium
compact SUV class, in which
the E-Pace falls, grew by
aquarter globally in 2016
year on year, making it the
fastest growing-segment
alongside the mainstream
B-SUV sector, which includes
models such as the Nissan
Juke and Vauxhall Mokka.
Global sales volume of
premium compact SUVs was
828,000 units, with the Audi
Q3leading the way (227,310
units), followed by the BMW
X1(206,392 units) and
Mercedes-Benz GLA-Class
(192,496), according to data

HOW GLOBAL SUV SALES HAVE GROWN

in23
2.0-litre diesel form

foronly 22.7% of last year's
total global sales.

“Until now, the market
for premium SUVs has been
dominated by mid-size and
large SUVs,” said JATO's
Felipe Munoz. “*However,
during the past eight years
the three German premium
brands have started to
enlarge their presencein
lower segments.”

Other top-selling models
include the Range Rover
Evoque and, in the US, the
Acura RDX and Lincoln MKC.

“There has been a sharp
growth of premium C-SUV

from JATO Dynamics.

In Europe, SUVs
accounted for 29% of all
premium sales and sold

Inthe USA, SUVs made up
ahuge 53.7% of overall

compact models counted

< different display functions on
the same 10in screen.

The E-Pace will use 2.0-litre
four-cylinder petrol and diesel
Ingenium engines, which are
produced at JLR’s engine
manufacturing facility in
Wolverhampton. Echoing the
engine line-up in the recently
updated F-Pace, the units will
include an entry-level 161bhp
2.0-litre diesel, which targets
company car drivers with its
good COz emissions and fuel
economy, as well as a178bhp
2.0-litre diesel.

The compact SUV will also
use the same 2.0-litre engine
in twin-turbocharged form to
create anew high-performance
diesel model with 237bhp
and “more performance at
high engine speeds without

10 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017

more than one million units
for the first time, at 1.04m.

premium car sales, at 1.15m.
Among the premium SUVs,

sales during the last eight
years," added Munoz.
“Consumers around
the world aspire to drive a
premium car. This factor,
along with the fact that SUVs
have become more popular,
encouraged premium
brands to develop smaller,
cheaper SUVs alongside the
traditional big ones.”

The AudiQ3is the
world’s biggest-
selling compact SUV

compromising responses at low
revs”, according to Jaguar.

The E-Pace would also be an
ideal car for Jaguar to launch
its expected hybrid powertrain,
the introduction of which
would help Jaguar bring down
its fleet-average CO2 output
in order to achieve stricter
emissions targets.

The most likely optionis a
mild hybrid electric vehicle
(MHEV) powertrain, a version
of whichis also expected on the
Evoque and Discovery Sport.

It will use an electric drive
motor and a three-cylinder
1.5-litre Ingenium diesel engine
equipped with an electrically
powered turbocharger. The
MHEV project, which was

first shown at an engineering
presentationin 2015, uses a

itis likely that the new
£-Pace will be offered with
d mlldhyI]rld I]UWBrtrain

48V electrical system to power
the turbo, water pump and air-
con. While the electric motor
is relatively modest, with an
output of just 20bhp, itsroleis
tofillgapsin the torque curve
and help boost acceleration.
The MHEV will also be able to
shut down its engine and coast
inorder to preserve fuel.
Technology on the E-Pace
willinclude the ability to pay for
fuel at Shell service stations
with a newin-car cashless

payment system operated via
InControl Touch Pro. Owners
who install the Shell App can
drive up to any Shell pumpin
the UK, and later globally, and
use the vehicle's touchscreen
to select how much fuel they
want and then pay using Paypal
or Apple Pay. An electronic
receipt, which will be displayed
once the driver has filled up, will
be emailed to the driver.

The new Jaguar is set to be
unveiled in May, away from the

motor show circuit, and will
appear after the BMW X6 and
Porsche Macan-rivaling Range
Rover Velar. The coupé-styled
SUV, which will be revealed this
week and will play akey rolein
Land Rover’s fortunes, will sit
between the Evoque and Range
Rover Sport.

The E-Pace’s price is
expected to undercut that of
the Evoque, which starts at
£30,600, and be significantly
less than that of the F-Pace,
whichis priced from £34,730.
The BMW X1starts from
£27,850 and the Audi Q3 costs
from £27,200.

While Jaguar remains
tight-lipped on the E-Pace,
the modelis duetogoon
sale later this year.

RACHEL BURGESS



CAN JAGUAR'S SALOONS SURVIVE?

HILTON HOLLOWAY

Has Jaguar been wasting its
time for the past 17 years,
with the endless honing of its
saloon cars into best-in-class
driving machines? If you look
at the most recent retail sales
figures for the company, you
could well argue exactly that.
According to Tata's own
figures, in the 10 months
between April last year
and January this year, the
company sold 132,825 cars.
That's up a massive 83% on
the same period year on year.
The XE put on a healthy
27% sales increase and the XF
auseful10% increase, but the

main reason Jaguar is doing
wellis due to the F-Pace.

Over the 10 months it was
Jaguar's biggest-selling
model by a significant amount,
with 51,853 examples finding
ahome. And if the F-Pace’s
sales this January are
anything to go by, the new
model could settle down to an
annual production of around
70,000 units.

Even now the F-Pace is
Jaguar's best seller. Over
our 10-month window, the XE
compact saloon clocked sales
of 34,627 — a very healthy
jump over the previous period.

But the full-year total for the
XE will probably be just under
43,000 units.

By contrast, BMW sold
nearly 142,000 3 Series
models last year in Europe
alone, pus another 100,000 or
soinboth Chinaand the US.

The XFisin rather worse
shape. Over the same 10
months just 28,727 were sold,
which adds up to a likely global
total of 35,000 units over 12
months. But Mercedes sold
more than 210,000 E-Class
saloons and estates globally
in 2016. The XJ, meanwhile,
looks like it will come in under

10,000 sales for the 12 months
to April this year.

When the E-Paceis
launched — and we'd guess it
will be well-priced — Jaguar
will quickly become an SUV-
majority car maker. Sure, the
same thing has happened
to Porsche and Volvo. But
Jaguar saloons seem destined
toremainvery small sales fry.

So with the E-Pace and
F-Pace doing well but Jaguar's
threeroad cars adding up to

NEWS

wellunder 100,000 units per
year, what happens next?
The electric I-Pace will
further change Jaguar's
image, but amajor
rationalisation of the brand's
range of saloon cars cars is
needed, with perhaps just two
modelsina futurerange - or
maybe even just one. But
how do you add conventional
models to Jaguar’s line-up? A
big, Range Rover-size J-Pace
seems inevitable.

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1
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Ford’s néw not supermini vaI outpce thecurren

ord has revealedits latest
Fiesta ST hot hatch, which
matches the performance
of the brand’s current
range-topping ST200 model.
The new ST hits 62mph from
restin 6.7sec — 0.2sec faster
than the outgoing Fiesta ST.
To be unveiled officially at
the Geneva motor show next
week, the Fiesta ST remains an
important halo model for Ford,
particularly inthe UK, where
its Fiesta supermini continues
todominate car sales. Itisinits
eighth consecutive year at the
top of the car sales rankings.

12 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017

New Fiesta ST will
be sold as a three-
door and five-door

The third-generation Fiesta
STis the first to feature Ford's
new, 197bhp three-cylinder
1.5-litre Ecoboost petrol
engine. It also introduces three
drive modes, which adjust
engine, steering and stability
controls. There are more
customisation options than
previously, too.

“Next-generation Fiesta ST
customers will benefit from
innovations developed by Ford
Performance for the Ford GT
supercar and Focus RS hot
hatch, including fuel injection
and drive mode technologies,”

&

said Ford Performance boss
Dave Pericak.

Ford of Europe product boss
Joe Bakaj added that the new
model will *deliver the most
versatile, fun, engaging and
rewarding Fiesta ST driving
experience yet".

Sitting alongside the well-
received 1.0-litre Ecoboost
used across the Ford range,
the 1.5-litre engine has 214Ib ft
and uses turbocharging,
high-pressure fuel injection
and twinindependent variable
cam timing, all of which delivers
“optimised performance and

tmodel

fuel efficiency™, according

to Ford. A new turbocharger
features an optimised turbine
design to build boost pressure
more quickly and to minimise

lag, according to the car maker.

The engine also features
cylinder deactivation
technology, aworld first for
athree-cylinder engine but
increasingly common on
bigger engines and used
frequently on Volkswagen
Group TSI petrol units. The
move will help improve fuel
efficiency by shutting down
one cylinder when full capacity

With a197bhp 15-tre triple

power isn't needed, such
as when cruising with little
demand on the engine.

Amajor new addition for the
Fiesta STis the introduction
of three drive modes: Normal,
Sport and Track.

Normal mode is the default
setting, where all systems,
including the traction control
and electronic stability control,
(ESC) are configured togive a
natural driving feel.

In Sport mode, engine
mapping and throttle pedal
response are sharpened
and there’s more “driving




feedback™, says Ford. Sport

mode also creates more noise,

through Ford's Electronic
Sound Enhancement
technology and the opening
of the active exhaust noise
control valve, both of which
heighten the exhaust note and
engine noise within the cabin.
In Track mode, Ford says all
of the vehicle’s dynamics are
tuned for the fastest possible
lap times, traction control
isdisabled and electronic
stability control is set to wide-
slip mode for circuit driving.
ESC offers drivers a choice
of three modes — full system
intervention, wide-slip mode

with limited intervention and
full system deactivation.

The ST's chassis also uses
torque vectoring toimprove
roadholding and reduce
understeer by applying braking
force to the inside front wheel
when cornering.

Available in three-door and
five-door versions, echoing the
current ST, the car’s exterior
designincludes a “race-car-
inspired” mesh grille, large rear
wing and exclusive 18in alloy
wheels, as well as a new Liquid
Blue paint colour.

Inside there are Recaro
seats and a flat-bottomed
steering wheel. Customers can

The ST gets a flat-
bottomed wheel and
Sync3 infotainment

choose from arange of trims
for the gearlever, steering
wheel and door pulls, as well as
anumber of styling packs.

Ford's latest infotainment
system, Sync3, also features. It
uses a tablet-like touchscreen
up to 8.0inin size that can be
operated with pinch and swipe
gestures. The ST will also offer
ahigh-end B&O Play sound
system, first announced on the
standard Fiesta late last year.

The new Fiesta ST goes
onsale early next year andis
expected to be priced slightly
higher than the outgoing
model, which starts at £18,145.
RACHEL BURGESS
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ST's mesh grillis
*“race-car inspired”

Prominent roof
spoiler denotes the
ST's sporty intent

a.i NIC CACKETT

The new Fiesta ST couldn't
have bigger shoes tofill. The
currentone became an
instant classic andits status
as the world's best compact
hot hatch has remained
intact for four years.

Its four-cylinder engine
played animportant partin
that standing, and although
the transitionto athree-pot
isunderstandable, its success
is far from guaranteed.

Notably, Ford hasn't
optedtoincrease the power.
Leaving aside overboost
possibilities, the new petrol
motor only equals the
peak output of its ST200
predecessor. Without going
to the expense of fitting
alimited-slip diff, that's
probably sensible. But nor

WILL A THREE-POT DO THE JOB?

(

has the 0-62mph time
improved, so the Fiesta has
potentially gained little from
apresumed cutin mass.
Failingtoincrease
performance doesn't stop
the car from being brilliant,
but afailure to close the gap
to more expensive options,
such as the Mini Cooper JCW,
risks it looking like a second-
class citizento some buyers.
Still,nooneis likely to
complain about the engine’s
efficiency advantage. CO,
emissions of 114g/km ought
toputthe ST's combined
claim at about 55mpg —
not too shabby for fast
supermini. But delivering the
sound, burliness and high-
revreward of the Ecoboost
willbe the real achievement.
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Maybe it's the enhanced styling. Maybe it's the incredible new
features such as a 7" Sat Nav with live traffic updates. Or perhaps
it's just our refusal to sit back and to always strive for better that
gained us our fourth consecutive What Car? Best City Car Award.

The new Hyundai i10 has gone way beyond great. From £8,495.
Also available on Hyundai Click To Buy™ at hyundai.co.uk @ H I U n D H I

WHATCAR? Fuel consumption in MPG (I/100km) for New i10 Range: Urban 38.2 (7.4) - 57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban 56.5 (5.0) - 80.7 (3.5),

UNmTED CAR ‘ Combined 47.9 (5.9) - 70.6 (4.0), CO, Emissions 139 - 93g/km. These official EU test figures are to be used as a guide for comparative

G WARRANTY “#ﬂ' purposes and may not reflect all driving results. ﬁodel shown New i10 Premium SE 1.2 at £13,350 with Passion Red metallic paint included. New i10 S 1.0 at

= 2017 £8,495. Apple CarPlay™ is a trademark of Apple Inc. Android™ is a trademark of Google Inc. 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty terms and exclusions apply.
R For information please refer to Hyundai.co.uk or consult a Hyundai dealership.



New Turbo S covers
0-62mphin 3.4sec,
0-124mphin 8.3sec

Top Panamera s a hybric

New 671bhp Turbo S is first plug-in to top a Porsche model range

orsche hasrevealed a
new 671bhp plug-in hybrid
Panamera. The Turbo S,
which uses a V8 engine
mated to an electric motor,
is the second petrol-electric
modelin the Panameraline-up.

The new variant is the first
hybrid to serve as the flagship
model within a Porsche range.
The Turbo S offers more
performance and greater
economy than the existing
543bhp V8-engined Turbo.

The Sis claimed to be able to
travel up to 31miles on electric
power and return 97mpg
on the NEDC test, with CO2
emissions of 66g/km. However,

MERC F1 CAR REVEALS NEW AMG HYBRID BRAND

Future hybrid performance road cars from
Mercedes-AMG will be based around anew
sub-brand called EQ Power+ Thebrandname
features on the latest Mercedes-AMG WO8
Formulalracer, whichwasrevealedlast week.
Mercedes F1powertrainboss, Andy Cowell,
told Autocar thatitisinevitable that many of the
nardware and drive cycleimprovementsin the
new F1car'shybrid systemwouldend upin AMG's
upcoming hybridroad cars because, ‘we've got
agreatmarriage betweentheroadandrace

Panamera model line boss
Gernot Déllner said inreal-
world use the model can travel
between 24 and 27 miles on
electric power and will return
between 22mpg and 40mpg.
The Turbo S's flagship
statusisreinforced by the
combination of its 543bhp
4.0-litre twin-turboV8 and a
134bhp electric motor, which
together produce 6271b ft from
1400rpm. The electric motoris
housed within an eight-speed
PDK dual-clutch automatic
transmission that drives all four
wheels. As with other hybrid
Porsches, the Panamera’s
driveline allows it to coast when

engineers at our Brixworth plant”.

the acceleratoris released.

Porsche says the Panamera
Turbo Sis the world's fastest
and most powerful hybrid
saloon. It can hit 62mph from
restinonly 3.4sec, dispatch
0-124mphin 8.3secand run to
amaximum speed of 1992mph.
The all-electric Tesla Model S
P100D, which makes 525bhp
and 713Ib ft, hits 62mph from
restin2.8sec.

Key featuresin the Turbo S
include four driving modes —
Electric, Hybrid, Sport Plus and
Boost —and a 48V electrical
system to control the active
anti-roll bars. Four-wheel
steering, torque vectoring,

carbon-ceramic brakes,
three-chamber air suspension,
traction management and
launch control are also offered.
The battery charges in six
hours from a 10A domestic
plug,orin2.4 hours viaa30A
supply using an 7.2kW charger.
DélIner said this is the most
complex road-going Porsche
yet, offering no fewer than
6000 individual control options
and containing 100 million lines
of computer code. An airliner
carries a10 to 15 million lines.
The Panamera Turbo S
goes on salein July, priced
from £137,140.
RICHARD BREMNER

NEWS

ON TRACK IN
THE TURBO §

There's a crest on this
Nardo test track that
briefly launches our
Panamera skywards.
Despite its heft, the
Panamera Turbo S lands
well, feeling as thoroughly
planted and secure as it
does on therest of the lap.

Le Mans 2010 winner
Timo Bernhard is our
chauffeur and claims
to be surprised by how
keenly it points into
bends. "It responds as
Iwould expect a sports
car torespondin terms of
feedback,” he says.

He brakes hardona
downhill, slightly uneven
section. | can feel the rear
end squirming slightly.
Bernhard says: "It feels
secure under braking.
You can feel the back
end move around but it's
stable.” It's also very fast.

Ridingintherearis
more impressive, with
the 1g cornering spikes,
the lack of body roll, the
V8's cultured beat and
our sometimes fearsome
cornering speeds. Yet
it all feels calm and
under control. As does a
successful assault onits
192mph top speed. This
Porscheis a hybrid, but
it's like no hybrid you've
seen before.RB

Tech from the new
Mercedes F1car will
filter down to AMGs
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DS crossover chases Audi 05

New 7 Crossback advances DS's upmarket push with new tech and a premium design

Sissettointroduceits
first European SUV,
the 7 Crossback, which
Autocar has seen ahead
of its official debut at the
Geneva motor show next week.
The 7 Crossback is the first
of what will quickly become
aslew of new models from
DS. A smaller crossover and
alarge saloon willbe among
them. However, there are
no plans to bring the slightly
smaller, Chinese-market DS 6
crossover to Europe.
It's less than two years since
the PSA Group split DS into
a third model line positioned
above Peugeot and Citroén.
Itis determined to portray its
newest brand as a premium

OFFICIAL PICTURES

It's underpinned by
aplatformalsoused
by Peugeot’s 3008
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player and the 7’s styling takes
on plenty of upmarket cues —
especially inthe resemblance
at therear to the Audi Q5.

The 7 has a similar full-width

tailgate with integral tail-lights.

DS said all versions will
feature upmarket materials
in their cabins, as well as
potential for customisation
that's unprecendented for a
PSA car. Prototypes seen by
Autocar were equipped with a
12.0in central touchscreen and
adigital instrument display.

The amount of cabin space
inthe 7is generousin the front
and rear, and plusher versions
are set to get power-operated
tilting rear seats.

Most of the 7's mechanical

make-up is familiar, certainly
on the launch models. The 7,
which has been developed
under the codename X74, sits
on the mid-sized version of
PSA's EMP2 modular platform.

There will be three petrol
powerplants: a128bhp1.2-litre
three-cylinder and the 1.6-litre
turbocharged four-pot in both
178bhp and 227bhp varieties.
The two diesels willbe a
2.0-litre with178bhp and a new
ultra-frugal 1.5-litre engine,
dubbed DVR.

The 1.5 diesel and 1.2 petrol
will have a six-speed manual
gearbox. All other engines will
come with a new eight-speed
automatic, which will also be an
optiononthe 1.5 diesel.

First UK customers
will receive their
7s early next year




All of the launch models
will be front drive only. PSA
engineers have confirmed
that there are no plans for
an all-wheel-drive 7 with a
mechanical system.

The only version with a
powered rear end will be the
range-topping hybrid version,
whichis due to arrive a year
after the rest of the range.

The hybrid 7 will feature two
107bhp electric motors, one at
the rear, working in conjunction
with a197bhp version of the
1.6-litre turbo petrol to create a
total system output of 296bhp.

DS is keento portray the
7 Crossback as a technology
leader and all but the entry-
level version will get active
LED headlights featuring
three powered moving
elements. These turnto give
a‘welcoming animation’ as
the caris unlocked and allow
different lighting modes, with
longer-range beam projection
at higher speeds and corner
illumination (something

Citroén effectively invented
with the original DS).

Elaborate tail-lights, each
with 42 LEDs, will also be
standard and aninfrared-based
night vision system capable
of identifying pedestrians and
animals will be offered as an
option. DS has also confirmed
plans to offer the 7 witha
semi-autonomous Connected
Pilot system, Active Scan
suspension (see separate story,
right) and a state-of-the-art
Focal Electra audio system.

Production of the 7 will start
towards the end of the year
at PSA’s Mulhouse plant, with
UK customer deliveries due
in early 2018. Pricing and the
final spec won't be confirmed
until closer to the car’s launch,
but a fully laden range-topper
is expected to be less than
£40,000 and the entry-level
model under £30,000, giving
the 7 a price advantage against
Germanrivals, such as the Q5
and the BMW X3.

MIKE DUFF

Active LED headlights feature on all 7s apart from the entry one

AGTIVE SCAN SUSPENSION IS A “FIRST’

Although PSA nolonger
produces cars with hydraulic
suspension — which caused
the ride of the original
Citroén DS to be compared
with a magic carpet —the DS
7 will be offered with athe
option of an Active Scan
suspension system.

This will use a high-
mounted camera near the
top of the windscreen to
‘read’ the surface of the

road as it approaches,

pre-setting the stiffness

of the electronically

variable dampers (which

will be standard on more

expensive versions) to take

account of larger bumps and

compressions as they arrive.
Mercedes already offers

a similar Magic Body Control

system on more expensive

models, but DS claims Active

Scan will be asegment first.

DS promises upmarket
-_materials for the cabin

WE RIDE IN THE DS 7 CROSSBACK

Test track demonstrations
are normally conducted at a
speed designed to make the
passenger feel moderate awe,
but not today.

Andrea Louis, the DS 7
project manager, is driving
a hard-working prototype
wearing a tatty disguise at
a brisk but restrained pace.
He deliberately takes aim at
every imperfection he can
find, including some nasty
artificial ridges across the
surface of the track. He's
intent on proving the 7 rides
like a big French car should.

Unfortunately, our 7
isn't fitted with the Active

Scan suspension, which is
apparently stillundergoing
final tuning, and our car’s

variable dampers are working
onlyin their default Normal
mode. But the car feels

Autocar’s man (right)
gets the lowdown from
DS 7 guru Andrea Louis

impressively compliant from
both the front passenger
andrear seats when asked
to digest the Belchamp test
track’s modest number of
rougher surfaces, which are
still some way short of the
challenge of a British B-road.
We're told that PSA
engineers are fully aware of
what tarmacinthe UK can
be like, apparently having
been moderately appalled
after agroup of them was
brought over to encounter
our potholes,and DS is
determined to reclaim the
reputation for ride quality that
French cars used to enjoy.

NEWS
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SEAT’S EXECUTIVE

vice president for research
and development, Matthias
Rabe, says a Cupra version
of the upcoming new Ibiza
“isn’t a top priority”. Ibiza
Cupra R&D costs would be
similar to those of the pricier
Leon Cupra and it’s simply
not profitable. Instead, look
out for the upcoming Ateca
Cupra (Autocar has already
spied development cars)
and the possibility of a more
extreme Leon Cupra 300 R
being readied for this year’s
Frankfurt motor show.

DAIMLER HAS DECIDED
to sell only electric variants
of its Smart brand in North
America, although there
are currently no plans axe
petrol versions in Europe.
North Americais a very
small market for Smart, but
its electric models have had
a better sales impact than
the petrols. In Europe, the
petrol-powered variants
are still popular, so Daimler
does not want to take them
off'the market.

THERE WILL BE no Mini
bigger than the Countryman
in this third generation of
new Minis - but it could
still grow in the future. Boss
Peter Schwarzenbauer said
that “with this generation
and architecture, the
Countryman is the largest
Mini you’ll see”, without
elaborating on what that
meant for the future.

AN ALL-ELECTRIC version
of the Kia Niro crossover
will go on salein 2018,
shortly after a plug-in hybrid
version of the car arrives
later this year. The Niro,
which will be crucial in
helping the Korean brand

to grow its portfolio of eco-
friendly vehicles, shares

its underpinnings with
Hyundai’s Ioniq.
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Peugeot’s autonomous tech vision

Concept sets out Peugeot's plans
for self-driving cars of the future

eugeot hasrevealed a
shooting brake concept,
named Instinct, which
showcases the French
firm's plans for autonomous
technology in future vehicles.

Peugeot concept designer
Matthias Hossann said that
although this model won't
make production, the intention
was to create a car “that
didn't look like a UFO™ and
was genuinely usable as a
family vehicle. It has four seats
and similar space to the 308
hatchback, Hossann said.

The Instinct uses a296bhp
plug-in hybrid powertrain.
Hossann said there was a
big focus on efficiency and
aerodynamics in its design.

The Instinct demonstrates
Peugeot's autonomous tech
vision for the first time. Last
year, product boss Laurent
Blanchet told Autocar the
company would introduce
agreater level of autonomy
across its range by 2020 and
confirmed the technology
would work in the car maker's
existing platforms.

At alaunch event for the
Instinct ahead of its public
debut at the Geneva motor
show, Peugeot strategy boss
Aude Brille reinforced this,

saying autonomous versions of
its models would not be built on
aseparate platform.

The Instinct demonstrates
technology related to level
five autonomy — the highest
grade of autonomy for a
car —meaning that it can
equal ahumandriverin every
driving scenario. Brille said
she expected to see this
technology reach Peugeot cars
by 2025, which is in line with
the plans of other major car
makers, such as Volkswagen
and Mercedes-Benz.

“You have some elements
already in models such as
the 3008," said Brille. “But
thisis level five autonomy,
which will arrive in 2025. This
concept shows how we can
developi-Cockpit and lets us
push the limits.”

Asked if autonomous
Peugeots would be electric and
hybrid only, Brille said: “The
mix of energy useis goingin the
direction of electric and hybrids
so it makes sense that there
is aconnection between the
two. It just makes sense for this
concept that we use a PHEV.
But that does not mean there
won't be Peugeot autonomous
cars with petrol engines.”
RACHEL BURGESS

1 The Instinct has two
modes, Relaxand Boost,
whendriving. Boost
offers the more engaging
drive behind the wheel.
The steeringwheel

retracts whenthecarisin

autonomous mode.

2 This so-called i-Device lets passengers control the car

in autonomous mode. There is a choice of autonomous
modes: Soft, which could be selected if you wanted
toread in comfort, and Sharp, if you wanted a more
dynamic journey.

News editor Burgess
gets a taste of how
it might be in 2025

Vauxnalls tlliesmere Port factory | IS SEITB [0] oW

VAUXHALL'S UK PLANT at
Ellesmere Port is secure for
the current generation of
Astra production, which will
run until 2021, a spokesman
has told Autocar.

The future of the plant,
as well as Vauxhall's other
factory in Luton, has been
under scrutiny after the news
afortnight ago that PSA - the
owner of Peugeot, Citroén and
DS —isinterestedin taking a
majority stake in Vauxhall and
its European equivalent Opel.

With plants across Europe

GHOSN SWITCHES FOCUS TO MITSUBISHI

Carlos Ghosn has stepped down as CEO of Nissan.
He is giving up day-to-day running of the firm to
concentrate on revitalising Mitsubishi, which he
recently added to the Renault Nissan Alliance with
the purchase of a 34% stake in the firm.
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running at 80% capacity

and Vauxhall/Opel planning
tointroduce two new SUVs
this year, the Crossland X and
Grandland X, it would not be
feasible to move production
of the Astra model to another
European factoryin the
short to mid-term, said the
spokesman.

If the deal goes ahead,
future Astra models can be
put on the same platform as
Peugeot's 308 hatchback —
at which point the car could
be built elsewhere, but not

before. With the current-
generation Astra expected
to sell for at least four more
years, this suggests Ellesmere
Port will continue in its current
capacity until at least 2021.
The spokesman also said
General Motors, owner of Opel
and Vauxhall, expected to
receive a letter of intent from
PSA to buy its European arm
by the end of next week. After
that, due diligence is expected
to take ayearbut itis hoped a
deal will be reached before the
Geneva motor show next week.

HONDA DEVELOPS ARIEL ATOM RIVAL

Honda has filed a patent for an open-wheel sports
car that could become an Ariel Atomrival. The car
resembles the 2&4 concept of 2015 (pictured) but
patent drawings suggest it uses an electric motor,
not the 2&4’s 999cc MotoGP racing bike engine.

Ellesmere Port will build the current Astra until at least 2021
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Aholographic display shows information such as
vehicle speed and battery level. The digital rear-view
function tells the driver if another vehicle is in his blind spot.

There's similar space
to a 308 hatchback
and four seats. The
seating positions,
lighting and sound
options change
depending on the
chosen driving mode.

Aerodynamic features include an active spoiler and an active

air blade, which is deployed above 56mph to provide extra
downforce. Thereis also an integrated air duct along the length of
the Instinct, allowing the air to flow within a narrow tunnel through
front and rear doors and over the rear wheel arch.

The design of the front

LED lights incorporates
acamera, which can send
data to the driving assistance
systems. This design element is
one that, according to Matthias
Hossann, is most likely to make
productioninthe shorter term.
“We would like to integrate this
function in the future,” he said.

# @ » - The central console

z — touchscreen and the
ultra-wide display on the
passenger's dashboard
showcase data procured
from the Internet of Things.
Using a cloud-based system,
datais aggregated from
smartwatches, smartphones
and social media as well as
connecting to home devices.
For example, you start the car’s
engine at home and your house
doors could automatically lock;
or your smartwatch knows
you are very tired after agym
session, so the vehicle switches
to Soft autonomous mode.

WRAPS OFF ALPINE AHEAD OF GENEVA DEBUT OFFICIAL PICTURE

Alpine has revealed the first officialimage of its
forthcoming two-seater sports car, ahead of the
model's Geneva show unveiling next week.
Therear-drive Porsche Caymanrival uses a
lightweight aluminium platform and upper body
for agility, according to the Renault-owned brand.
Thecarissettouse a250bhp1.8-litre petrol
engine andwillbe able to hit 62mph fromrestin
4 5sec. A300bhp performance variantis also
expected, alongwith a convertible. .
Thefirst examples will be badged Premier ! M
Edition, with prices from around £50,000. o e S

UKTO GET FIRST EV-ONLY SHOWROOM - = = g NEWGTCROADSTER TOPS AMG SPECIALS

The UK's first all-electric vehicle (EV) showroom Mercedes-AMG has revealed three special-

will openin Milton Keynes this year, as part of a edition models as part of its 50*" anniversary

£9 million investment from the UK's Go Ultra Low celebrations. They are the GT C Roadster Edition
Cities programme. The EV Experience Centre will 50, which will be limited to 500 units, the C63
feature 52 cars from multiple brands. Ocean Blue Edition and C43 4Matic Night Edition.
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CITROEN

CITROEN C4 CACTUS W

7 INCH TOUCHSCREEN INTERFACE | REVERSING CAMERA | 17 INCH WHITE ALLOY WHEELS
PEARLESCENT PAINT | PANORAMIC SUNROOF*

W © YD citroen.co.uk

CITROEN prefers Toraw Official Government Fuel Consumption Figures (litres per 100km/MPG) and COz Emissions (g/km). Highest: C4 Cactus PureTech  Customer reviews
110 S&S EAT6 auto with 17" wheels : Urban 6.5/43.5, Extra Urban 4.3/65.7, Combined 5.1/55.4, 118 COa. Lowest: C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 S&S ooonn
manual with 15" wheels: Urban 3.5/80.7, Extra Urban 3.0/94.2, Combined 3.1/91.1, 82 COa. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test CITROEN ADVISOR
conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Model shown: C4 Cactus citroen.co.uk
PureTech 110 S&S manual OneTone. OTR price £19,160. *Available at extra cost.
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MY WEEK IN CARS

J

Reborn Defender could
face competition from

e JimRatcliffe’s Ineos

Volkswagen Passat
Alltrack’s appeal
grew withuse

MONDAY
Given that its worldwide sales were barely 20,000
units a year, it’s amazing how much hot air the
Land Rover Defender continues to generate. It’s
well over a year since the last one rolled out of
Solihull and some months since JLR made it clear
itwouldn’t allow the petrochemicals billionaire
and Defender lover Jim Ratcliffe to take over
manufacture as he’d like to have done.

What’s changed is that Ratcliffe recently
announced the results of research into the
viability of a Defender-like creation his company,
Ineos, might build. The conclusion seems to be
that there are enough farmers and off-roading
enthusiasts to make the exercise work. I keep
examining my own attitude to the idea. It would
be easy to diss it and put my faith in JLR. But while
I don’t doubt they’ll launch a viable Defender, the
profusion of recent ‘soft’ Land Rovers makes me
think they might move Defender II a bit too far
toward civilisation, leaving room for Ineos. In a
way, I hope both things happen.

TUESDAY AM

News that Charles Morgan, former MD of his
family’s Malvern-based sports car company,

is being invited to join a newly formed ‘family
council’ makes happy reading. A car firm so far
outside the mainstream needs as many people
as possible with their name on the hubcaps. I'll
bet a decent percentage of today’s buyers are still
attracted by the Utopian nature of Morgan, which
hand-builds cars where it started well over a
century ago and needs no other ambition.

TUESDAY PM
Interesting two-part drive in a Volkswagen
Passat Alltrack, a toughened, higher-riding

e

-

Professor Garel Rhys had
three times the knowledge
and an extra edge of insight

Passat estate with designed-on bits to signal a
higher purpose than forging along highways.
On the ‘out’leg I felt a bit scathing about the
car: I mean, what does it mean if a bloke of my
years feels a car is a bit too old for him? But on
the way back, I started noticing how sweet and
easy to control the six-speed paddleshift ’box
felt compared with the latest eight and nine-
speeders. And I started thinking how little credit
cars get for uniform excellence: this one had a
great transmission, unobtrusive comfort, fine
visibility, zero wind noise and a classy, easy to
use hi-fi. I walked away reluctantly.

AND ANOTHER THING...

The late Spen King, designer of the original Range
Rover, will be beaming from above on McLaren's

new 650S replacement. King had a thing about the
dangers of modern cars’ thick screen pillars and would
be delighted
that McLaren
has found a way
to make them
thin again, as
showninimages
of the new car's
driver’s cell.

WEDNESDAY

Very sorry to hear of the death of Professor Garel
Rhys, our country’s greatest car industry expert.
He advised us with great wisdom and humour,
whenever asked, on the British industry’s doings
(although he preferred to refer to “the car industry
in Britain” as a way of puncturing corporate egos).
Journalist Julian Rendell, once Autocar’s news
editor, remembers Rhys fondly. “No matter what
you knew, Garel had three times the knowledge
and an extra edge of insight,” says Jules. “And he
backed what he told you with numbers, stored in
his amazing memory.” Best of all, Garel kept us
on track without sounding superior, which is why
he was so greatly respected wherever he went.

FRIDAY

Lounging in the back of an Audi A8 between
Milan and Turin at high speed, I pondered how
cars like this have developed around us hacks,
because we so rarely drive them. It’s all SUVs
now; sales of luxury saloons are small and mostly
to fleets. This A8’s refinement was so good, I
couldn’t help wondering how much improvement
will be possible in the coming electric age. There
was a vibrating engine as big as a motorbike up
there, and yet we hardly noticed a thing...

GET IN TOUCH
= stevecropley@haymarketcom W @StvCr
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FIRST DRIVES

NEW CARS TESTED AND RATED

TESTED 20.2.17, SURREY ON SALE NOW PRICGE £252,000

BENTLEY
MULSANNE SPEED

Facelifted limousine packs an 8T11lb ft punch and becomes
more of a car to drive than one to be drivenin



t’s avehicular oxymoron, isn’t

it? AMulsanne to drive rather

than be driven in. And yet that

isjust what Bentley maintains
this Mulsanne Speed is. And while
a2685kg limousine thatis also
adriver’s car seems like a faintly
ridiculous idea, the flipside is that
thisis a 530bhp, 4.9sec-to-62mph,
£252,000 car.

Of course such a gentrified wedge
of automotive real estate should be
special to drive. Of course people
who love cars will want to drive
such an opulent thing. So what’s
wrong with making a version of the

Mulsanne that caters for them?
Even so, the first question we
need to address here is one of
expectations. Bentley might choose
to describe the Mulsanne Speed as
adriver’s car, rather like Porsche
might describe its Cayman GT4 as
adriver’s car. All this means is that
somebody should perhaps have a
sitdown with Bentley’s marketing
people and explain why they need to
be a bit more imaginative. Let’s face
it: there are driver’s cars and then
there are cars that are memorable,
enjoyable — spectacular, even — to
drive. If it does the job well, this

Mulsanne is only ever going to fall
into the latter category, but that’s
more than enough to delight us.

Having now armed ourselves
with the blindingly obvious fact that
the Bentley Mulsanne Speed isn’t
going to be as incisive to drive as any
kind of sports car, and thereby isn’t
actually a driver’s car in our book,
we can turn our attention to what it
does feel like and whatit is.

This facelift has brought a fairly
small sum of mechanical alterations
beneath the substantially new and
sleeker-looking exterior. Forward of
the A-pillar, in fact, itis all-new.

©

TESTER'S NOTE
You have to pay
£5320 for the ‘Speed
Premier Specification’
to get,among other

extras, the Flying
‘B’ radiator mascot
and the veneered

iPod drawer. One
passenger thought

the latter was a cigar
drawer, which we think

is much cooler. VP

Changes include new suspension
bushes and active engine mounts,
plus an advanced foam coating
on the inside of the Dunlop tyres
to improve refinement. All this
combines with standard air
suspension and the velvet-gloved
hammer blow that is the 6.75-litre
twin-turbocharged V8.

This is the first time we’ve driven
the Mulsanne Speed in the UK, and
suffice to say that it presses the road
into submission in as pleasing a
fashion as it ever has. It doesn’t drive
so much as it parades, preceded at all
times by the Bentley forcefield; >
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There's an edge ofirreverence
to the Speed. a glimpse of
rock and roll exuberance

The Speed rides quietly but doesn’t fully isolate its occupants from surface imperfections

< thatintangible aura of superiority
that seems stitched into Crewe’s cars
with as much care and thoroughness
asthe carefully selected bull hide.

Naturally, with 811lb ft from
1750rpm, a quick getaway is perfectly
easy — as is a stupendously rapid
getaway if you really want it. But
everything from the soft throttle
response and long pedal travel to the
sheer mass surrounding you makes
such antics feel frankly vulgar.

It’s entertaining, though, because
thereis an edge of irreverence to the
Speed, a brief glimpse of rock and
roll exuberance somewhere in the
mutter of that V8, the chirrup of tyres

asyou make that vulgar getaway, the
landslide of torque that sweeps you
through the short-lived revrange.
Then, of course, when the buzz has
worn off, you can twist the driving
mode dial to Comfort and enjoy the
sublime refinement. This is really
where the Mulsanne excels. Bentley
says the fancy tyre technology should
cut cabin noise by 4dB, and bear in
mind that the pre-facelift Mulsanne
was hardly unrefined. Now it’s
like tooling around in a posh hotel
suite, apart from the lack of some
unfathomable light switches and
afruitbowl on the dashboard.
Hit a steady motorway stride and

engine and tyre noise die down to
afaint thrum. Wind flutter is the
only thing that dares to intrude on
your consciousness as the Bentley
punches a hole in the air.

It’s in this unashamedly laid-
back attitude that the Bentley feels
wholeheartedly epic. In fact, it almost
seems to buy you both time and a
relaxed attitude. After all, turning
up lateis only to be expected -
everyone else can wait.

And yet there is that tricky
question of expectations again.
Should this be a car that can deliver
amodicum of involvement and
handling prowess? Well, snick that

The Bentley will act the hooliganiif provoked, but such antics aren’t befitting of its status
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rotary dial into Sport to give ita go,
and, to be honest, you might be a little
underwhelmed. Any kind of vigorous
cornering and the Mulsanne will
lean ponderously on its front tyre,
which eventually gives up under the
pressure and leaves you with fistfuls
of rather uncouth understeer.

Yes, you can provoke itinto power
oversteer. Of course you can - ithas
811lb ft going to the rear wheels. But
really? Really? You’re not going to do
that are you? Don’t do that. Or do we
need to explain the driver’s car/not a
driver’s car thing again?

The steering feels a bit too meaty
atlow speeds when you might want
the oily, light precision that a Rolls-
Royce Phantom serves up in spades.
The Bentley’s steering does, though,
weight up to deliver a fair sense of
connection at higher speeds when
you can inject a satisfying sense of
fluidity to proceedings on the right
kind of sweeping, high-speed curves.

Now to the biggest problem here:
ride comfort. Speed or not, the
Mulsanne is a car that will be defined
by the level of serenity that buffers
its occupants from the road, and,
frankly, there isn’t quite enough of it
in the back or the front seats.

Sure, putitin Comfortand it
lopes over high-frequency or
long-wave imperfections, brushing
offeroded asphalt and awkward
cambers with casual ease. And then
you hit arecessed drain cover, ora
sharp-edged pothole, and feel the




Seats are fantastically comfortable; dashboard’s button count is on the high side

unexpected shiver and thud as those
air springs compress to the end of
their travel.

Even with the driving mode dial
in default Bentley mode, you feel an
echo of the road’s undulations and
scars in the cabin; go for Sport and
you seem to get very little extra body
control in return for ride comfort
that’s another notch further away
from that which you would wantin a
Mulsanne. There’s a touch of patter
here, a shiver there,a hint of a fidget
over town roads...

Don’t get us wrong, the Bentley
Mulsanne Speed rides with the sort
of majestic stride that most will be

very happy with, but anyone who
drove the now-out-of-production
Phantom would know that the
Bentley’s waft justisn’t of quite the
same exceptional vintage.

Still, there are other areas in which
the Mulsanne Speed has really
moved on, namely in the multimedia
and driver interface area. A new,
8.0in colour touchscreen nestles in
the wood of the dashboard and is a
huge improvement (see sidebar).

Maybe we’d like fewer buttons
scattered across the dash, since it is
easy to get a bit flustered by the sheer
number of switches, and the layout
doesn’t look too pretty, either. But

Twin-turbo 6.75-litre V8 makes 530bhp and a massive 811lb ft from 1750rpm

it’s still a lavish treat of an interior,
and the redesigned seats are truly
wonderful: just soft enough without
being armchair-like and supportive
in all theright areas.

So after all that, the truth is that
the Bentley is neither a driver’s
car nor quite the class-defining
limousine that the Phantom was.

And that past tense might be what
saves the day for the Mulsanne,
since with the Phantom now no
more, the Mulsanne isin a class of
one. You could, I supposed, mention
the Mercedes-Maybach, but it just
doesn’t seem in quite the same sphere
as the Mulsanne, does it?

FIRST DRIVES

BENTLEY MOVES
ITS MULTIMEDIA ON

The Mulsanne’s new infotainment
system is one its most significant
updates. The graphics and layout
of the 8.0in screen are bespoke to
Bentley (and very classy they look,
too). Between the touchscreen,
rotary button and voice control,
it's an easy system to find your
way around and control, although
it seems that postcode entry

for the sat-navis somewhat
unnecessarily hidden.

This all comes with the full
complement of media connectivity
and a 60GB hard drive, although
you do have to pay extra—some
£14,890 - for the Entertainment
Specification pack that brings the
superb Naim audio system and two
10.4inretracting touchscreens
for rear passengers with wireless
headphones thrownin.

The screens can display Google
Maps with the relevant travelinfo
for your journey, or, of course, any
app-based delight you could want.

So the Bentley isn’t faultless. A
Rolls-Royce Phantom was better.
Even so, there’s every reason to
want to drive or even own one of
these most remarkable automotive
creations. There’s shock and awe
in every burst of speed and every
spectacular handcrafted detail.

No shadow of a doubt — there’s as
much to be enthralled about here
asthereisinjust about any halo
sports car. The enthusiast landscape
is all the richer for the existence
of the Mulsanne Speed, and long
may that continue.

VICKY PARROTT
W @VickyParrott

BENTLEY MULSANNE SPEED

An enthralling delight on so many
levels and yet disappointingin a
few crucial areas

ok ke

Price £252,000

Engine V8, 6752cc,
twin-turbocharged, petrol

Power 530bhp at 4000rpm

Torque 811lb ft at 1750rpm

Gearbox 8-spd automatic

Kerbweight  2685kg

0-62mph 4.9sec

Top speed 190mph

Economy 18.8mpg (combined)

CO0z/taxband 342g/km, 37%

RIVALS: BMW 760Li,

Mercedes-Maybach S600
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ALFA ROMEC
SIELVIO

Alfais talking up the driver appeal of its first SUV, which will fight
the Porsche Macan and Jaguar F-Pace. Isit up to the task?
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thas abig boot. It has rear seats
split conveniently in 40/20/40
portions. It has sensible black
plastic wheel arch lips. It has
multiple cupholders, a powered
tailgate, shopping hooks and...
276bhp, which is quite alot for a
high-riding five-seat family car.

This certainly isn’t the first time
that Alfa Romeo has set about
building a more practical vehicle
- itmade arugged, Jeep-like 4x4
called the Matta in the early 1950s
- but what its Canadian boss, Reid
Bigland, underlinesis that “the
Stelvio is an Alfa Romeo firstand
an SUV second”.

As any car enthusiast knows,
that should mean a recipe to
include excellent handling,
feelsome steering and a tunefully
characterful soundtrack. To this
end, chiefengineer Roberto Fedeli
says Alfa Romeo consulted a couple
of musicians (of rock, blues and pop

FIRST DRIVES

leanings, apparently) to create a
backing track in harmony with
therest of the Stelvio in the
interests of bestowing it with a
“coherent character”.

That character is built on the
‘Giorgio’ platform that forms the
building block of the Giulia saloon.
Fedeli points out that the Stelvio
was developed at much the same
time in a cluster of models that will
grow from this architecture.

Bigland also reminds us that the
Giorgio platform was developed as
apremium architecture, and that
by making its world debut under
the 503bhp Giulia Quadrifoglio,
itwas possible to develop high-
costitems such as the lightweight
carbonfibre propshaft thatalso
appears below the floors of all
the mainstream Giulias, and the
Stelvio besides. Had the less potent
versions been developed first,
Bigland explains, the finance >

TESTER'S NOTE
The Stelvio’s wide,
shallow sat-nav screen
is good at showing
you places you're not
quite visiting either
side of your route, less
good atillustrating
theroad ahead.RB




to drive this Alra with'the verve
of its lower-riding Giulia brother
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Turbocharged 276bhp 2.0-litre petrol version is quick enough to sprint from standstill to 62mph in 5.7sec; diesel takes 6.6sec

< department would have vetoed
such functional indulgences.

The Stelvio is rich in lightweight
aluminium, too. The doors, bonnet
and tailgate are all alloy, as is the
suspension and its sub-frames. The
result is a mid-sized, four-wheel-
drive crossover that weighs 1659kg
with fluids. That’s impressively
competitive, even against the
equivalent, predominantly
aluminium, 1775kg Jaguar F-Pace.

The body is also exceptionally
rigid, a vital requirement of both a
keen-handling car and a crossover
with off-road capabilities. It’s
presumably no Land Rover — there
are no terrain settings to choose

from - but there is a hill descent
facility and a heated steering wheel
for sub-zero adventuring.

Mostly, though, the Stelvio’s
innards have been arranged to
provide an entertainingly diverting
drive, to which end Fedeli and his
colleagues established an unusual
dynamic goal: to reproduce the
handling of the Giulia in a car whose
driving position — or H-point, in
industry-speak — is 190mm higher.
And thatincludes replicating the
Giulia’s low-roll cornering habits.

No trick roll-resisting devices are
employed and Fedeli confirms that
this goal has been achieved with
stiffer springs and anti-roll bars.

To which the obvious next question
is: what about the ride? Specially
developed dampers are the apparent
solution and they were of the non-
electronic variety on the petrol and
diesel versions we’ve tried.

There’s little chance of finding
out how effectively this ambitious
approach works at Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles’ Balocco test track,
most of which is as smooth asa
fresh-shaved cheek, so there’s some
reassurance to be drawn from the
fact that the Stelvio underwent
development on roads in Wales,
Scotland and England. But for this
car more than most, it’ll take a UK
drive to fully assess the ride.

Steering wheel feels good to the touch and you can shift the eight-speed auto using paddles; controller is for the infotainment
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There’s plenty of scope for testing
the Stelvio’s thrust, though. The
turbocharged 2.0-litre engine
delivers an enticingly generous
276bhp as well as 2951b ft, the full
strength of which you can feel from
2250rpm if you floor the throttle
fromidle in alow gear. The Multiair
four-cylinder unit is smooth,
although what you notice most is the
mild rortissued across most of the
revrange. It’s certainly notloud —
that would getirritating within miles
- and it’s not as sweet as you'll hear
from an old Alfa 75 Twin Spark, for
example, butit’s assertive enough to
give the engine a characterful voice.
Italso encourages you to drive the
Stelvio with zest, especially as the
chassisis atleast as eager.

The steering’s swift-acting ratio is
exactly the same as the Giulia’s,and
atlow to brisk speeds on Balocco’s
dampened tracks, the Stelvio
changes direction with a crisp
immediacy that’s heightened by the
promised lack of roll. What you feel at
the rim of the steering wheel is more
resistance than topography, but it’s
accurate and consistent at least.

It’s not long before you forget your
distance from the road below and
begin to drive this Alfa with the verve
ofits lower-riding Giulia brother. The
Stelvio is fundamentally rear-wheel
drive. Like the Giulia, 100% of the
engine’s effortis channelled to the
rear axle - for which a mechanical
limited-slip differential is available
asan option — unless traction
issues require a contribution from



the clutch-controlled front axle.
How much time does this take? A
smiling Fedeli explains, somewhat
unbelievably, that it takes no time
atall. On the track, though, the
four-wheel drive system responds
briskly enough to ensure it doesn’t
feel clunky. Up to 50% of the torque
can be redirected to the front wheels,
and there’s plenty of urge to direct.
The petrol engine launches the Alfa
to 62mph in 5.7sec — usefully faster
than the Volkswagen Golf GTI — and
the diesel achieves itin 6.6sec.
Balocco’s slightly slippery track
surface provides a decent chance
for exploration of the effectiveness
of this hardware. Tight, low-speed

Stelvio encourages the driver to be engaged in what’s going on and to enjoy it

corners soon reveal the amusing
discovery that the Stelvio’s quite
substantial rear end can be poked
decisively sideways. That’s if you’re
in the Dynamic setting of Alfa’s
familiar DNA driving modes, which
allows some slippage but not enough
to spike your heart rate. The ESP
can’t be completely killed, which

isa good thing given thatit’s also
quite easy to make the Stelvio’s front
tyres slide towards understeer. The
realisation that this intervention is
effective comes during along, 75mph
sweeper when the Alfa starts to edge
unnervingly wide, a situation you’d
be highly unlikely to encounter on the
road. As we know, tracks can often

With Dynamic driving mode engaged, the Stelvio’s handling is crisp

be highly deceptive,so it will take a
twisting, bump-scattered road - or
indeed the Stelvio Pass — to discover
what this Alfa is really like. So far,
though, it’s more than promising.
And the mundane necessities of
family car life, such as seat folding
and boot space? The Stelvio manages
two fair wins, with decent rear
room and along, uniformly shaped
boot, although it might have been
wider had its sides not been packed
with components unknown behind
carpeted trim panels. The rear
seats can be semi-released from the
tailgate end, but their backrests don’t
drop once the catches are released,
making this facility rather pointless.

FIRST DRIVES

WHY DRIVER TEGH 1S
DIFFERENT FOR ALFA

“Technology for Alfa Romeo does
not mean the lane departure
warning, autonomous emergency
braking and forward collision
warning we have that other
manufacturers [also] offer,” says
Alfa boss Reid Bigland, “but things
like chassis set-up and materials.”

This philosophy is evident
throughout the Stelvio, not
least in the competitive base weight
and the bold ambition of trying
to achieve the same handling
capability as the Giulia saloon with
ahigher-riding SUV.

Part of the secret, says chief
engineer Roberto Fedeli, is that the
relationship between the Stelvio’s
roll axis “is the same as the
Giulia's". That helps, as do stiffer
springs and longer-travel dampers.

Still, the backrests fall to make a
fairly flat floor and the tailgate is
powered on all versions of the Stelvio.

Other bugs? Wind noise roars too
obviously on these early cars and the
driver’s seat has no tilt facility on this
version. But further positives include
the Stelvio’s robust aura, the high
quality of much of the interior trim,

a particularly tactile steering wheel
and the enjoyment of driving an SUV
with a bit of verve.

The Stelvio faces stiff competition
from a renewed Audi Q5, the Porsche
Macan and the aforementioned
F-Pace, but on this evidence it
certainly deserves to be short-listed.
RICHARD BREMNER

ALFA ROMEQ STELVIO 2.0
280 SUPER AWD

Mixes enthusiastic sounds and thrust
with rear-biased handling. On-road
ride quality remains an unknown

ok ke

Price £42,000 (est)

Engine 4cyls,1995¢cc
turbo, petrol

Power 276bhp at 5250rpm

Torque 295Ib ft at 2250rpm

Gearbox 8-spd automatic

Kerbweight  1659kg

0-62mph 5.7sec

Top speed 143mph

Economy 40.4mpg

(173 161g/km, 29%

RIVALS Jaguar F-Pace,
Porsche Macan
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TESTED WARWICKSHIRE, 23.2.17 ON SALE NOW PRICGE £64,400

ANGE ROVER SPORT V6 SUPERCHARGED

————

FIRST DRIVES

— @
~ TESTER'S NOTE
The new multimedia
system ups the ante,
with crisp graphics

and logical menus.

It's much better to

use and has all the
features you need. VP
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Potent supercharged V6 petrolengine offers a new entry point to the line-up

he Range Rover stable needed
asupercharged 3.0-litre V6
petrol engine like Hannibal
Lecter needed a bit more
menace. But, with an increasing
trend away from diesel and towards
petrol, this 335bhp motor, which
undercuts the equivalent V6 diesel
by £4300, may not be as surplus to
requirements as it initially seems.
The engine is going into both
the full-fat Range Rover and the
Range Rover Sport. We’re testing
the latter, in which the new V6
itis only available with mid-level
HSE Dynamic trim.
Other revisions to the model
for 2017 include the addition of
the InControl Touch Pro system,
which is now in every version of
the Range Rover Sport. Itbrings a
bigger, 10in colour touchscreen and
various clever sat-nav functions,
including a ‘commute mode’ that

learns your regular routes to work
and advises which one is best based
on live traffic updates.

Potter about in this Range Rover
Sport and the supercharged V6
delivers an appreciably quiet, smooth
well of performance. The eight-speed
ZF automatic gearbox blurs its shifts
aswell as ever,and normally at the
right moment, but it can be a touch
hesitant to respond if you ask for a
sudden burst of acceleration.

And you may well want to do that
regularly. Thisis a fast car and there’s
fun to be had in enjoying the long
and predictable yet progressively
more frantic build of speed. The
incongruousness of having this
hefty car sprint along with such
willingness still impresses, although
to get the best from the V6 it has to be
revved quite hard,and that doesn’t
suit the Range Rover as well as the
torque-heavy, muscular diesels and

dramatically potent V8 petrols do.
On top of that, it doesn’t really
offer the thrilling exhaust note that
you might hope for. There’s certainly
none of the dramatic, characterful
bellow that this same engine
generates in the Jaguar F-Type;
instead there’s a rather harsh, slightly
flat soundtrack that resonates
through the cabin in a way that seems
somehow at odds with the otherwise
rather gentrified Range Rover Sport.
Still, the Sport’s ride and handling
balance remains a thing of wonder,
and the interior is, as ever, a top-
notch example of practical luxury.
We love the Range Rover Sport. It’s
afamiliar beast, and yet every time
we prop an elbow on the door sill, it
never fails to impress anew with its
sheer breadth of ability.
But this is not the one to go
for. Yes, it’s cheaper than the V6
diesel — which is still expected to

Familiar cabin gets impressive new InControl Touch Pro set-up; new V6 is quick but not loud &

account for the bulk of sales — and
itis also quieter, unless you stray
into the higher revranges. But the
oil-burner’s hearty torque delivery
is nonetheless just as satisfying and
actually better suits the Range Rover
Sportin the everyday mix of driving.
Even ifithad a bit more character
to it, this V6 would still be hard to
justify given that the diesel will also
be more economical and will hold
its value better. Without that added
sparkle and the crucial ‘want one’
factor that manages to seep out of
every stitch and bolt in other Range
Rover Sport models, including the
worthy SDV6, this version feels like a
niche choice in the range.
VICKY PARROTT
W @VickyParrott

RANGE ROVER SPORT V6
SUPERCHARGED HSE DYNAMIC

As much as we love the Range Rover
Sport, this version feels like a niche
choice within the line-up

1.0, 8.0, 97¢

Price £64,400

Engine V6,2995¢cc,
supercharged, petrol

Power 335bhp at 6500rpm

Torque 332Ib ft at 3500-5000rpm

Gearbox 8-spd automatic

Kerbweight  2147kg

0-60mph 6.9sec

Top speed 130mph

Economy 26.9mpg (combined)

CO0z/taxband 243g/km/37%

RIVALS Audi SQ7, Porsche Cayenne
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IMS AUTOMOTIVE

UNLEASHING PERFORMANECE

7/ / 4

THE ULTIMATE IN
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE

WE'VE BEEN UNLEASHING

AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE

FOR OVER 18 YEARS A/’
B SET N

DMS CLS63 AMG (EVO AUGUST '14) "ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER”

DMS 1M (EVO MARCH 12) “THERE'S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM”

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER "10) “IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2"”

DMS 1351 (BMW CAR MAY '09) "“THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL”
DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER '08) “IT’S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING”
DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE "11) “DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL"

316D/216D/116D » 160 BHP C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP
BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF 318D/218D/118D » 225 BHP SL63 AMG 6.3 » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT, CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO 330D E90 » 296+ BHP RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP
UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH 320D E90 » 215 BHP CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP CAYENNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP
PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR 420i/320i/220i/120i » 275+ BHP SLK55 AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT) PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO 435i/ F30 335i » 390 BHP 320 CDi V6 » 274 BHP PANAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP
V12 SUPERCARS. 428i/328i » 295 BHP 350 CDi V6 » 312 BHP
535D /335D / X5 SD » 355+ BHP 420 /450 CDi V8 » 358 BHP
AUDI 640D/335D/535D/435D » 390 BHP EXOTIC / MISC
AUDI RS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) 730D » 305+ BHP ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE ~ FERRARICALIFORNIA » 487 BHP
AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X54.0D / 740D » 370 BHP R ROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP
AUDI R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X5 3.0D » 305 BHP R ROVER 4.4 SDV8 » 395+ BHP FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP
AUDI RS4 B7/ R8 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X6 X5.01 4.4 » 500+BHP R ROVER 3.0 TDV6 » 315+ BHP GALLARDO » 546 BHP
AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) X4 M50D/X5M50D/550D » 450 BHP R ROVER 3.0 SDV6 » 345+ BHP LP560 » 608+BHP
AUDI S3 / GOLF R » 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) EVOQUE/DISCO SPORT 2.2 DIESEL LP640 » 707 BHP
AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP » 240+ BUP HURACAN » 640+ BHP
AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP  MERCEDES-BENZ AVENTADOR » CALL FOR DETAILS
AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP A200CDi/C200CDi/E200CDi » 175 BHP MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP
A250/C250 » 260 BHP PORSCHE MCLAREN 6508 » 720 BHP
BMW A45/CLA4S » 420 BHP 997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP
M5 V10 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) C300 HYBRID » 285 BHP 997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL » 470 BHP
X5M / X6M » 618+ BHP A220CDi/C220CDi/E220CDi » 215 BHP 997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP
1M » 411+ BHP C350/CLS350/E350/5350 » 315 BHP 996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP
M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) E400 /C450 » 420+ BHP 997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP
M135i/ M235i » 402 BHP C400 » 400 BHP 997 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP
M4/M3 3.0T » 520+ BHP '63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 690+BHP 997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP
M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP ‘500" 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP 997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP BENTLEY CGT/ F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 680+ BHP
M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP S65 (W222) » 780 BHP 997 GT3 UP » 436 BHP BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON) » 695 BHP
F10 520D » 240 BHP SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT) BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP
F10 530D » 305 BHP SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT) CAYMAN S » 342 BHP
335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT) '55' AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP MACAN 3.0D » 315 BHP FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS,
123D » 252 BHP C63 AMG 6.3 » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT) CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP PLEASE CALL US.
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TESTED 14.2.17, FRANCE ON SALE NOW PRIGE £17,000 (EST, AFTER GOV'T GRANT)

SMART FORFOUR ELEGTRIG DRIVE

Distinctive four-seat city car gains electric-only propulsion

L —

he Smart Fortwo and Forfour
are expensive and quirky
city cars for style-conscious
metropolitan drivers. The cars
themselves, and their target audience,
suit a zany electric model perfectly.
Smart’s new electric line-up can
be charged up to twice as fast as its
previous electric model and it has
aslightly bigger range and more
power. Previously, you could get only
the two-seat Fortwo as an electric car
but now, for the first time, you can get
an electrified four-seat Forfour.
Although itisn’t quick over a longer
distance, its nippy acceleration to
30mph is a great asset around town,
which is the Smart’s natural habitat.
The battery adds 140kg of weight
compared with the petrol model. The
battery pack is sited low in the car,
resulting in a lower centre of gravity,
which helps improve the handling.

The steering is very light and
lacks feel but it is at least precise. The
Forfour also has a brilliantly tight
turning circle of 8.65m, which makes
manoeuvring in town a breeze.

The ride is unsettled by
imperfections in the road surface,
but this Forfour has firmer springs
and dampers than its petrol sibling,
helping to give it better body control.

The brake pedal feels alittle
spongy but the off-throttle
regenerative braking, which uses
radars to adjust the severity of
braking depending on traffic around
the car, is effective.

Out on the open road at faster
speeds, the Smart feels a bit
underpowered, the steering doesn’t
weight up and you get a fair bit of
wind noise and road roar. At slow
speeds, though, the cabin is a very
serene and peaceful environment.

Touchscreen infotainment system is part of the standard roster of kit

Inside, there’s an impressive
amount of tech, including a
touchscreen infotainment system
asstandard, and the cabin generally
feels premium for a small car.

With an expected asking price
of £17,000 after the government
grant, itis expensive, butit’s a much
more compelling choice than the
equivalent top-spec petrol version.

Itis also cheaper than the
Volkswagen e-Up, Nissan Leafand
Renault Zoe. Ultimately though,
those three are better electric cars
than this Forfour ED because they
offer bigger ranges, more space and
aslightly better driving experience.

A75-milereal-world driving range
won’t suit everyone, but if it works for
you, then this characterful electric
city car is worth considering.

DOUG REVOLTA
%W @DougRevolta

SMART FORFOUR ELECTRIC DRIVE

Limited range and high price but still
Smart’s best electric car. It could
make a great green city car for some

) 0. 8.8 9%¢

Price £17,000 (est, after
government grant)

Engine Synchronous
electric motor

Power 80bhp

Torque 1181b ft

Gearbox Single-spd

Kerbweight  1200kg

Top speed 80mph

0-62mph 12.7sec

Range 96 miles

CO0z/taxband 0g/km, 7%

RIVALS Renault Zoe,

Volkswagen e-Up

ALFA ROMEO GIULIA
2.0 MULTIAIR SUPER

Price £31,180 On sale Now
What's new? It's the sole petrol choice at launch
if you shy away from the 510bhp Quadrifoglio

JUST 20% OF UK buyers will opt
for a petrol-engined version of
the Giulia, but for those who do,
the 197bhp model tested hereis a
fantastic choice.

This Giulia is great fun to drive
quickly, even if it can’t quite match
the dynamic poise of a Jaguar XE.
The petrol’s free-revving nature and
fizzy exhaust note have strong appeal
and you won’t miss the extra pull of
the diesel alternative.

It’s reasonably fast, too: 0-62mph
takes 6.6sec, which is faster than
aBMW 320i SE. The Giulia is
comfortable inside, but there are
afew cheaper materials on show
and its infotainment system can be
decidedly dim-witted. DM
2 0.8, 0. 0*¢

AUDI A5 CABRIOLET
2.0 TFS1262 QUATTRO
S TRONIC

Price £45,630 On sale April
What's new? Faster, lighter and more efficient
drop-top promises sumptuous open-air cruising

THE TOP PRIORITY for buyers of
convertibles isn’t necessarily driving
dynamics. If they wanted those, they
would buy the stiffer and technically
superior fixed-roof models. No,
convertibles such as this all-new Audi
A5 Cabriolet should be fun. So is it?

Yes and no. This 2.0-litre petrol
isn’t the most engaging of engines,
with a rather insipid note under hard
acceleration, butit’s effective, with a
decent power band.

The handling is composed, but for
cornering thrills,choose a BMW 430i.
Yet the A5 is supremely comfortable,
even with the roof down, and wafts
you around with a je ne sais quoi. If
you desire a carefree and relaxing
drive in the sun, then, yes, itis fun. JH
ook kk e

READ MORE ONLINE
autocar.co.uk
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AUTOONR.
ROAD TEST No 5309

KIA RIO

Kia sends its fourtn-gen supermini out to win a top-10 European sales ranking

MODEL TESTED 1.0 T-GDI 3 ECO
Price £16,295 ® Power 99bhp ® Torque 127Ib ft ® 0-60mph 10.0sec ® 30-70mph in fourth 16.8sec
® Fuel economy 39.7mpg ® CO2 emissions 102g/km ® 70-Omph 54.0m

PHOTOGRAPHY STAN PAPIOR
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he Kia Rio is now one

of the biggest-selling

global models of the

world’s third-largest
car-making group. Last year, at the
tail end ofits life cycle, the outgoing
version of the Rio registered sales of
justunder 450,000 units.

However, the car has a much
greater profile elsewhere in the world
than it has here in Europe, where,
despite consistent sales growth, it
has yet to break into the top 10 best-
selling cars in the supermini class.

You don’t come by a top-10 place in
the European supermini sales charts
easily, of course. In order to earn

one, the Rio needs to displace a more
established European-built small
cars, such as the Seat Ibiza, Citroén
C3, Fiat Punto or Skoda Fabia (it
already sells better than the Mazda 2,
Honda Jazz and Nissan Micra). With
that in mind, slowly but surely over
the past couple of revisions and not at
all by coincidence, the Rio has begun
to feel more and more like a small car
tailored to European tastes — and this
latest version develops that trend.

Now in its fourth model
generation, this new Rio is
marginally longer and more squat
than the outgoing one,and was
designed by a team at Kia’s design
centre in Germany charged with the
idea of making itlook more cleanly
and sharply cut, and more smoothly
surfaced, than it used to.

Under the bonnet, the car
gets a new, very Europe-focused
downsized 1.0-litre turbocharged
three-pot petrol engine. The unit
promises to bring the Rio bang up
to date and in line with the likes of
the Fabia, Ford Fiesta and Renault
Clio on driveability, economy and
emissions. Inside the cabin there’s
anew ergonomic approach to the
fascia design and a focus on new
connectivity features. And, perhaps
most interesting of all, there’s even a
new focus on dynamic sophistication
for the Rio. Kia has trumpeted the
efforts of its chassis engineers in
introducing more agile handling,
crisper steering, greater driver
appeal and a more compliant ride.

Weran the road test ruler over the
car, fitted with its new 99bhp 1.0-litre
T-GDi turbo triple engine, to find out
if that top-10 sales rank beckons.

DESIGN AND ENGINEERING

ek kK

The Rio has been stretched by
10mm in the wheelbase and by
15mm in overall length. You might
notimagine you'd notice that kind
of difference, but combine it with a
longer bonnet and front overhang, a
shorter rear overhang, a roof that has
been lowered by 5mm and a C-pillar
that’s much slimmer and more
upright than itwas, and it begins to
explain why the new car appears so
markedly changed when compared
with the old model.

The Rio not only has a better stance
but also a much more convincing air
of visual sophistication and maturity
about it than the cutsie-looking,
big-featured third-generation car. It
may be a touch less characterful, but
it certainly looks serious about its
assault on Europe. It also looks more
like a car deserving of having a fairly
large amount of money spent on it. >

Outgoing Rio was one of Kia's best sellers |

ROAD TEST

WE LIKE
Flexible, smoothengine e Comfortable
ride e Practicalcabin e More sophisticatedlooks
WE DON'T LIKE
Handlinglacks agility, feeland verve e It'snot
cheap e Trimlevels makeit hard to specjust right

® Headlights are standard halogen
projectors with a cornering function
built in. New, bracket-shaped daytime
running lights are illuminated by LEDs.

1'%

® The mirrors have moved from the
door panel upwards to the corner of

the window. Kia says the move improves
front three-quarter visibility. Repeater
indicators are via LEDs.

©® Amore upright, slimmer C-pillar is one
of the key visual distinguishing features
of the new Rio versus the old one. It
should make for better rear visibility
and aless gloomy second row.

R
® Kia has mounted the reversing
camera in the boot handle, but it's still
a carbuncle on the Rio’s behind. Details
like this are where others do it better.

\EEBDM.”

® ‘Tiger-nose’ grille is longer and
thinner than it was on the last Rio. It
helps to emphasise the car’s width
and contributes to a more refined and
sophisticated overall look.

® Wheel sizes are 15in at the entry level,
through to17s at the upper end, but
only on First Edition models in the latter
case. Entry-level Rios have steel wheels;
pictured are the upper-mid16in alloys.

® This is the badge that marks out
one of Kia's new three-cylinder
turbocharged petrol engines, which
comein 99bhp and 118bhp tunes, the
former emitting just 102g/km of CO>.

|

® Kia says the parking sensors may not
match some body colours perfectly.
This is surely a quality issue — which Kia
is supposed to be good at these days.
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® Luxury car makers tend to findroomon the steering ~ ® Excellent USB socket access is a Kia trademark. ® There's no faulting the climate controls: separate
wheel for its heater switch; by putting it on the centre Ditto the 12V socket under the left-hand panel. knobs for temp and blower, a proper button for air flow

console, Kia saves itself some engineering expense. Standard Bluetooth makes aux-in almost redundant. direction and an ‘off’ switch. Elementary but correct.

MULTIMEDIA SYSTEM
18,0, 8 9% ¢

Whileitisn't integrated into the
dashboard with any particular
sympathy, Kia's multimedia set-up
mirrors the straightforward overall
appeal of the Rio's interior.

The menu system is a workmanlike
effort that eschews a flashy interface
in favour of easily understood icons.
There are certainly more intuitive
alternatives offered by its rivals, but
the Kia is unlikely to provoke many
exasperated moments — even among
the uninitiated. Certainly, though, it is
best sampled in the upper-mid-level
3trim tested, where you geta 7in

38 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017

touchscreen and all the trimmings,
including TomTom-powered satellite
navigation, Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto thrown in as standard.
Away from the range-topper, the
display shrinks to 5in, and while
Bluetooth and a DAB tuner remain
standard, you can't have the nav.
The inability to upgrade particular
bits of kit from within a set trim level
is a familiar feature to Kias, and to
an extent it simplifies the process of
choosing and specifying a car — but
it does also slightly limit its offerings
compared to the competition.




Under its skin, the Rio remains
a conventionally constructed
supermini with a steel body, a front-
mounted engine, an in-line gearbox,
driven front wheels, a MacPherson
strut front suspension and a torsion
beam at the rear.

The car’s structure has been
stiffened as well as enlarged and it
now consists of 51% high-strength
steel (up from 33% in the last
version). Kia claims this delivers
better refinement and handling
and improved crash performance
(although no crash test results have
yet been published by Euro NCAP).
It seems to make for no significant
weight saving, given that our upper-
mid-spec test car’s kerb weight
was claimed at 1228kg. That figure
would have been pretty typical of an
equivalent 1.25 or 1.4-litre naturally
aspirated petrol version of the
previous-generation Rio.

There are four petrol engines
and two diesels to choose from. The
entry-level 1.25-litre petrol produces
83bhp while the larger 1.4 makes
98bhp, and plumping for the latter
gets you six speeds in your manual
gearbox instead of five. Further
up the engine range come the new
99bhp and 118bhp Kappa-branded
1.0-litre T-GDi turbo petrols, both
of which make 1271b ft, which is
available from just 1500rpm. And

since there’s a 98bhp normally
aspirated petrol there for direct
comparison, it’s easy to quantify
what that accessible pulling power is
worth to the 1.0-litre T-GDi turbo Rio
in terms of acceleration: it’s the 1.5sec
difference between a claimed 10.7sec
and 12.2sec to 62mph.

Ifyou prefer a diesel engine under
the bonnet, the choice is from two
tunes of the same 1.4-litre CRDi four-
cylinder unit, producing either 76bhp
or 89bhp and emitting aslittle as
88g/km of CO».

INTERIOR

LR B B4

Functional and ergonomically
sound is how we characterised
the last Rio’s cabin, and neither
description is misplaced in its
replacement. Kia measures itself
chiefly against Volkswagen, and
it’s ayardstick that manifests in
sensible placement of most the car’s
switchgear. The temperature and
blower are controlled by knobs, as
they should be, with their own digital
readout (ditto), and the USB socket,
which glows invitingly, is sited front
and centre, while a smattering of
other ancillary functions migrate to
buttons on the centre console.

Kia’s improved build quality
provided a pleasant surprise in the
last generation, but its failure to >

HOW BIG IS IT?

wwssyT

2580mm

Kerb weight: 1228kg - .

4065mm

VISIBILITY

Nothing untoward to report. Rear
parking sensors are complemented
by arear-view cameraon the 3 trim
grade tested.

HEADLIGHTS

Bi-function headlights with a cornering
facility are standard across the range
and decent enough. LED headlights are
not yet an option.

H .
70mm ¢+ o+ 60mm ¢
— g

i l165mm i
i em—

WHEEL AND PEDAL
ALIGNMENT

Broad spacing is typical of Kia's right-
sized philosophy. There’'s plenty of
space on the left-hand side to dock your
clutch foot, too.

ROAD TEST

/

® There's a familiar aroma of plastic in the Rio’s cabin and a familiar feeling of
spaciousness, both stock Kia traits. Expect to find no fault with the driving position.

Typical leg room 700mm

® Folding rear bench is a conventional affair, although its flatness ensures that
three abreast is an easy prospect. Transmission tunnel is helpfully small, too.

Width 950-1120mm

Height 500-800mm

Length 700-1450mm

® Modest boot is the most prominent reminder that you're buying arival to a Fiesta
rather than a Focus. Decent, then, but don't expect a family sized weekly shop to fit.

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 39



< move the game significantly on
now generates pause for thought. The
cabin materials feel much like the
same medley of plastics that graced
the previous car, so while they’re fine
to look at and touch, and apparently
well secured, they are not a match for
the best of the European competition.
The Rio’s cabin design is
correspondingly unremarkable.
Kiais hardly alone in making its
touchscreen infotainment system
look a bit like an afterthought, but its
more successful competitors tend to
atleast set it against a striking swoop
of dashboard. The Rio, though,
declines the opportunity to try to be
aesthetically interesting in its fascia
layout, choosing instead the sort of
conservative look that will put off as
many supermini buyers as it attracts.
Nevertheless, Kia’s by-the-
numbers approach pays dividends in
spaciousness. The last Riowas alarge
car for its class, and its replacement
makes even more of the advantage.
Its extended wheelbase only
underlines the idea that thisis a small
hatchback built to accommodate
adults in the rear. The lower roofline

has not significantly impinged on
head room, and the largely flat bench
will cater for three abreast at a push.
Theboot is also adequately large for
aclass that tends to underwhelm in
the stuff-swallowing department.
Naturally the load bay’s seats-up
length is not hugely plentiful at
700mm, but its claimed 325-litre
capacity —a 13% increase on that
which went before - is certainly not
to be sniffed at. Much like the hard
work that has gone into the marginal
gains everywhere else.

PERFORMANCE

LeRa BB DAY

The introduction of Kia’s latest three-
cylinder 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol
engine is welcome. The outgoing

Rio suffered foritslack of a decent
downsized motor, and in the ways
likely to matter to most buyers, this
new model prospers where previous
incumbents floundered. Principally
this is because it fulfils the modern
three-pot brief of being relatively
quiet, tractable from low revs and
parsimonious enough to compete
with a small diesel’s running costs.

With modest expectations applied,
being ‘fast enough’ is much the same
as being ‘good enough’. Two-up,
the Rio reached 60mph from restin
10.0sec — almost a second and a half
quicker than its 1.4-litre-engined
predecessor we figured five years ago
and marginally quicker than even the
1.5-litre Mazda 2 tested in 2015.

It helps that only one gear change
isrequired to get there, with the
second of this Rio’s five very long
ratios being good for the national
speed limit. Third gear is sufficiently
drawn out to hit 100mph within
the one-mile mark of Millbrook’s
straight. Getting there, it must be
said, is a mite less than compelling:
credibly industrious the three-pot
may well be, but the upper reaches of
its delivery are muted compared with
the thrummy excitableness of Ford’s
1.0-litre Ecoboost triple. So benign is
the Kia’s engine above 3000rpm, in
fact, thatit’s quite possible to travel
substantial distances in alower
gear, oblivious to any need for an
efficiency-aiding upshift.

The slightly high 71dB recorded
at70mph is mostly a component of

tyre noise on Millbrook’s unforgiving
concrete; on asphalt the Rio is
agreeably hushed. We’d still favour

a sixth gear, though; the three-pot
needs to turn briskly at 80mph, and
an additional cog on the slightly
gummy-feeling manual shifter would
give you the perfect ratio for cruising
on the motorway.

RIDE AND HANDLING

laRa B R R% S

Much like the engine under its
bonnet, the previous Rio’s handling
was some way short of compelling,
much like the engine under its
bonnet. This would be less of a
problem ifthe car didn’t necessarily
rub shoulders with some standout
supermini specimens, but this Kia’s
Ford Fiesta, Mini Cooper and Mazda
2 rivals provide concrete evidence

of the sporty and engaging dynamic
compromise that can be successfully
struckin a supermini.

But the latest Rio, although quite
competent, provides no additional
evidence that Kia’s engineers are
any closer to reproducing such a
savvy state of chassis tune. Instead,

TRACK NOTES

® T2 and the fast T3 confirm that the Rio is
dynamically centred onits nose; lifting of f
won't do much more than slow you down.

At the limit of grip, the Rio does
inevitably suffer for the softness

of its suspension. Placed under the
microscope of the endless gradient
changes of the Alpine Hill Route at
Millbrook, the car occasionally feels
amite under-damped, either failing
to settle properly after crests or else
not hunkering down in the flat-bodied
way that one of its more purposeful
rivals might.

Off-camber corners also tend to
unsettle the slightly blunt-feeling front
end, which lacks both the precision and
purchase generated by some (a facet
hardly helped by the steering’s failure to
find any weight at speed).

Thereis also atendency for the ABS
to fire alittle earlier thanis realistically
required. Nevertheless, front-drive
predictability and fail-safe composure
are present in ample quantity and,
ultimately, they are the benchmarks for
any cooking hatchback.

® Ascent into T6 weighs
heavily on the engine,
but,in any case, there's
insufficient confidence in
the steering to approach
the blind summit quickly.

®

® The transmission humpsinto T1don't
unduly upset the soft-edged Rio, but the
approach to the apex is woolly enough to
confirm that you're not in a Fiesta.

FINISH
START

ACCELERATION
Kia Rio 1.0 T-GDI 3 Eco (8deg C, damp)

Standing quarter mile 17.7sec at 79.0mph, standing km 32.7sec at 96.8mph, 30-70mph 10.5sec, 30-70mph in fourth 16.8sec
70mph

30mph 40mph 50mph 60mph 80mph 90mph 100mph
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Mazda 2 1.5 90 SE-L Nav (2015) (15deg C, dry)
Standing quarter mile 18.0sec at 78.Imph, standing km 33.0sec at 96.5mph, 30-70mph 11.0sec, 30-70mph in fourth 23.3sec

30mph 40mph 50mph 60mph 70mph 80mph 90mph 100mph
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BRAKING 60-Omph: 3.2sec

Kia Rio 1.0 T-GDI 3 Eco (8deg C, damp)
30mph-0

0 10m
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Mazda 21.5 90 SE-L Nav (2015) (15deg C, dry)
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ROAD TEST

@6 Third gear is sufficiently drawn out to hit 100mph within a mile 99

they have persisted with a comfort-
biased approach and produced a car
that is easy to use, inoffensive and
ultimately not very memorable.

The Rio’s soft-edged attitude to
ride quality, bolstered by plenty of
tyre sidewall, results in the sort of
genial progress that successfully
deals with all but the nastiest
intrusions. The wheel control lacks
the light-footed élan that some rivals
benefit from having plumbed into
their suspension travel, yet,and on
motorway journeys in particular, it’s
hard to find fault with the deliberate
care Kia has taken in solemnly
causing you no discomfort.

The obvious drawback is that
any attempt to break out of the
suspension’s spongy morass is at
once very difficult and singularly
unrewarding. Where its rivals seek
tolifta driver’s mood via the levity
that comes with the instant handling
agility of a compact wheelbase, the
Rio prefers an unruffled sort of plod
that makes it seem larger and heavier
thanitactuallyis.

The mismatched weighting of
the control surfaces don’t help: the
light steering is too keen to promote
muscle atrophy in your right arm,
while muscle growth is promoted
in the left arm working the gear lever.
The clutch pedal is a shade heavier
than it ought to be, too, and the
result is a mild unevenness to the
driving experience. It’s a minor gripe,
but one that would nevertheless be
noted by any owner of a Volkswagen
Polo or Skoda Fabia.

BUYING AND OWNING

leRa R B 0%

Rio prices start from £11,995 for

the entry-level petrol, rising north

of £17,000 for the range-topping
petrol and diesels — prices that won’t
instantly scream ‘bargain’ at anyone:
you can get a Vauxhall Corsa, Citroén
C3 and others for less than £11k.

Some very uncompetitive-looking
‘PCP’ finance deals won’t exactly
help the car fly off the forecourts,
either. According to Kia’s own
finance calculator, the Rio we tested
would cost 40% more a month, over
atypical term, than an equivalent
Skoda Fabia.

There are four trim levels atlaunch
(1,2, 3 and Final Edition), and only
the option of metallic or mica paint.
Our upper-level ‘3*-spec test carhad a
generous kit level, but 2’ trim is likely
to be more popular — and gets 15in
alloy wheels, heated door mirrors,
electric windows all round, cruise
control, rear parking sensors and
six-speaker audio with a 5in colour
infotainment system with DAB radio.

You do have to move up to the
pricier ‘3’-spec to get smartphone
mirroring, though; you can’t simply
upgrade the infotainment on its own.
That’s not a cheap upgrade, costing
the thick end of £2000.

Kia claims the Rio is the first
carin its class to offer autonomous
emergency braking with pedestrian
detection. That may be true, but it’s
only by a matter of weeks, since the
new Nissan Micra will offer it too. »

® The Rio's soft suspension set-up is commendably comfortable, particularly at a
cruise, but there's little to no enjoyment to be had when pressing onin corners.
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KIA RIO 1.0 T-GDI 3 ECO

On-the-road price £16,295
Price as tested £16,680
Value after 3yrs/36k miles £6250
Contract hire pcm £208.54
Cost per mile 39.8p
Insurance/typical quote 8/£367
EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST
16in alloy wheels m
Cornering lights =

Tintouchscreeninfotainment with
sat-nav, DAB, USB and aux-ininputs,
reversing camera, Bluetooth,

Apple CarPlay, Android Auto and

Kia Connected Services B
Cloth upholstery B
Front, side and curtain airbags B
Autonomous emergency braking and
lane departure warning B
Alarm and immobiliser =] TECHNICAL LAYOUT
Privacy glass i} This latest generation of Rio continues with a typical supermini layout: engines
Metallic paint, Smokey Blue £485 are installed transversely up front and drive the front wheels through a choice of
Options in bold fitted to test car gearboxes mounted in line with the crankshaft via unequal-length half-shafts. The
m = Standard suspension is MacPherson struts up front and a coupled torsion beam at the rear;
na = not available steeringis via electromechanical assistance.
RANGE AT A GLANCE ENGINE POWER & TORQUE CHASSIS & BODY
ENGINES POWER FROM Installation Front, transverse, Construction Steel monocoque
1.251 83bhp £11,995 front-wheel drive 160 160 Weight/astested  1228kg/na
1.4 CRDi1 T6bhp £13,495 Type 3cylsinline, 998cc, 140 15()15-7Z|l%goartpm 140 Drag coefficient 0.32
142 98bhp £14,245 turbocharged, petrol Wheels 7.0x16in
1.0T-GDi 2 99bhp £14,545 Made of Aluminium block and head 120 — 120 Tyres 195/55R16,
1.4CRDI 3 89bhp £17,245 Bore/stroke 71.0/78.8mm = 4500:’;[, Michelin Energy Saver
1.0 T-GDi First 118bhp £17,445 Compression ratio 10:1 § 100 100 S | Spare Mobility kit
Valve gear 4percyl g 80 0 &
TRANSMISSIONS Power 99bhp at 4500rpm c =  TRANSMISSION
5-spd manual [ Torque 127Ib ft at 1000-4000rpm 360 6 = | Type5-spdmanual
(1.4,1.4 CRDi and 1.0 T-GDi First Edition Red line 6500rpm Ratios/mph per 1000rpm
get 6-spd manual as standard) Powertoweight  81bhp per tonne 10 40 1st 3.61/5.32nd 1.95/9.7 3rd 1.20/15.8
4-spd automatic £750 Torque toweight  103Ib ft per tonne 2 0 4th 0.89/21.35th 0.70/27.1
(1.4 petrolonly) Specific output 99bhp per litre Engine (rpm Final drive ratio 3.83:1
0 gine (rpm) 0
0 2000 4000 6000
ECONOMY SUSPENSION BRAKES SAFETY
TESTMPG Track 19.7mpg Front MacPherson struts, coil springs, Front 280mm ventilated discs ABS, EBD, BAS, CBC, ESC, VSM, AEB, LDWS
Touring 50.6mpg anti-roll bar Rear 262mm solid discs Euro NCAP crash rating Not tested
Average 39.7mpg Rear Torsion beam, coil springs Anti-lock  Standard, with brake assist
EMISSIONS & TAX
CLAIMED Urban 54.3mpg STEERING CABIN NOISE €0 emissions 102g/km
Extra-urban 68.9mpg Type Electromechanical, rack and pinion Idle 41dB Max rpm in 3rd gear 78dB Taxat20/40%pcm  £52/103
Combined  62.8mpg Turns lock to lock 2.8 30mph 66dB 50mph 68dB 70mph 71dB
Turning circle 10.6m
Tank size 45litres
Testrange 393 miles
ACCELERATION ACCELERATION IN GEAR MAX SPEEDS IN GEAR RESIDUALS
MPH TIME (sec) MPH 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 20
0-30 3.2 20-40 33 55 - - 34mph 103mph 115mph* I S
0-40 5.3 30-50 3.8 55 77 120 6500rpm  6500rpm  4241rpm K fo L0 FEDI3Eco
0-50 73 40-60 4.8 59 81 1.2 15
0-60 10.0 15070 - 63 91 123 ' ~ Skoda Fabia 1275190
0-70 137 60-80 - 81 10.3 14.8 g Monte Carlg
0-80 18.2 70-90 - 1.7 120 193 =
0-90 25.0 80-100 - 18.9 17.1 =
0-100 37.0 90-110 - - - -
E - E - P - 5 Vauxhall Corsa 1.0T 115
g_:lz% . ::):_1132: . . . . Ecoflex SRI VX-line
0-130 - 120-140 - - - - 0
0-140 - 130-150 - - - - 63mph 115mp|‘| New 1year 2 years 3years 4 years
0-150 - 140-160 - - - - 6500rpm  5392rpm  *claimed ® Rioresiduals are expected to do
0-160 - better than a Skoda Fabia's for the next
RPM in 5th at 70/80mph = 2581/2950 two years, then take a steeper descent.
THE SMALL PR!NT Power-to-weight and torque-to-weight ﬁgures‘a;ecalcuvlated using manufa.ctyrer‘s clgimed kgrbweignt.@?ZOW, | )
Kia OK Customer Servies. Walto Green Walton-on-Thames KTi2 179 033302 2990, kicom/uk,Cost por mi foures acuatea. | AMUTOGAR ROAD TEST No 5309

over three years/36,000 miles, including depreciation and mai but noti ;Lex (0800 389 3690). Insurance
quote covers 35-year-old professional male with clean licence and full no-claims bonus living in Swindon; quote from Liverpool Victoria

(0800066 5161, lv.com). Contract hire figure based on a three-year lease/36,000-mile contract including maintenance; Wessex Fleet Rea d a | | Of O U r‘ roa d testS a U to Ca r CO U K
Solutions (01722 322888). . .
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VERDICT

KIARIO

More comfortable and more grown-up but not much more fun

1.0, 0. & A

he new Kia Rio, one imagines, must have fulfilled its maker’s intentions for it
T rather neatly. It’s an even more practical, parsimonious and mature prospect
than the car it replaces, and you could hardly ask for a more resolutely worthy,
servile or grown-up supermini.

Yet for all its functional virtue, the Rio is made to look one-dimensional by the
opposition. And that’s because while it succeeds in the narrowest of furrows, the Ford
Fiesta, Mini hatch and Mazda 2 all seek to go that extra mile in one way or another, while
in every way doing so in a more well-rounded and fulfilling manner.

Consequently, while none of those rivals can claim to accommodate a rear passenger
quite as easily, all of them drive in a way better suited to indulging the enjoyment of their
owner. For us, unexpected driver engagement is still what best distinguishes a small,
affordable car - and this Kia, although undoubtedly improved, still doesn’t offer enough
of it to qualify as a true great.

ROAD TEST RIVALS

FORD FIESTA1.0TECOBOOST  MINICOOPER SDR MAZDA 21.5 90 SPORT NAV VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 TSI RENAULT CLIOTCE 90
TITANIUM 5DR £16,375 £15,595 90 BEATS 5DR DYNAMIQUE S NAV
£16,395 Breathing down the Ford's neck  Suffers for the lack of amodern  £15,990 £16,265

About to be replaced but top of
the pile nevertheless. Handling
sublime; packaging less so.
2e8.0.2.0 ¢

dynamically and miles ahead

of itinside. This petrol Cooper
is the pick of entire Mini line-up.
2.8.8.0.8¢

three-pot, but the chassis
offers a superb compromise of
comfort and crisp control.

2 8.0.8.8%¢

Further down the list than its
heritage suggests it ought to
be, but still a cut above the Rio.
Yk %k kYo

Slightly more mature than it
needs to be, but that doesn’t
stopit being a quality item.
28, 8.8 0 ¢

VERDICTS ON EVERY NEW CAR, P82

ROAD TEST
-

TESTERS’
NOTES

MATT

T SAUNDERS

@ Rare to find such
abig fuel tank in
acar as small as this: 45
litres, up from 43. That
gives the cheaper diesel
the potential for 700
miles to a tank ifit hits its
claimed economy mark.

NIC CACKETT
Noonehasa
deeper love of
heated steering
wheels than me, but Kia
perhaps needs to rethink
the grade of its covering.
After a while there was
aslightly sweaty pong
about the cabin.

SPEC ADVICE

It's a bit of an own goal
that you can’t have Apple
CarPlay without also
paying for navigation.
Still, have a1.0-litre T-GDi
in 3 trim with metallic
paint, exactly like our
test car.

JOBS FOR
THE FACELIFT

® Another gear ratio

for the lesser-powered
1.0-litre variant.

® A steering tune that
panders to our needs
away from a multi-storey
car park.

® Some bright colours,
perhaps? This car’s
predecessor did a better
job of standing out from
the crowd.
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TAX-BUSTING CARS 'COMPARISON

- o S
g ‘he rules on road tax changeon 1 Apriland 7 = =

ars costing more than £4ok will bé f)e'nahsed

bt ). 2

N 1c Cackett chooses four gars'% at Can offer
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BMW i3 feels less at
home here thanin
urban environments

et’s talk about £40k.
This significant

but cannily less
than exorbitant
amount of money is

about to become a crucial figure
in the financial minefield of new
car buying. Why? Because that’s
the apparently arbitrary sum the
government has decreed will mark
the boundary between those paying
anew £140 standard rate of Vehicle
Excise Duty (VED, or road tax
between friends) and those paying
an additional supplement of £310 for
years two to six of ownership.

Years two to six? Indeed, because
for the first year of ownership,
the amount you’ll pay in VED will
belinked to the CO» emissions of
your new car. However, the CO»
thresholds that determine what you
pay have been dramatically revised
compared to those of the present
system. At the moment, no money
atallislevied from those buying a
car that emits less than 130g/km of
COa. From 1 April, the meaningful
rate (£100) starts at just 76g/km
and extends to £2000 for a car that
breaches 255g/km — getting on for
double the current M band for the
heaviest polluters.

Areyou still with me? Good.

For some new car buyers, this new
system will radically change the
amount they pay. Let’s take the new

NEW VED SYSTEM
FOR CARS REGISTERED
ON OR AFTER 1 APRIL 2017

Emissions  First-year  Standard
(CO2g9/km) rate rate*
0 £0 £0
1-50 £10 £140
51-75 £25 £140
76-90 £100 £140
91-100 £120 £140
101-110 £140 £140
111-130 £160 £140
131-150 £200 £140
151-170 £500 £140
171-190 £800 £140
191-225 £1200 £140
226-255 £1700 £140
Over 255 £2000 £140

* Cars with alist price of over £40,000 are
liable for a £310 supplement for five years
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BMW 520d xDrive M Sport saloon for
example: under the present system,
you’d pay no tax on it in the first year
and only £110 annually thereafter.
From 1 April, however, the BMW will
command a first year VED payment
of £160 then, for each of the ensuing
five years, you’ll pay £450. That’s
only £50 per year shy of the annual
amount currently being coughed up
by the owner of a McLaren 570S.

Fair? That’s a sticky one. The
powers that be would argue, not
unjustifiably, that the current system,
based squarely on CO; emissions, has
chiefly benefited those financially
capable of buying increasingly
efficient new cars while penalising
those stuck in older models, which
tend to emit more pollution and are
therefore subjected to more tax.

By introducing a supplementary
rate based on purchasing power, it
can claim to be taxing only those
who can afford it. Naturally, the
underlying reason for the change to
VED ratesisless about fairness and
more about ensuring the Treasury’s
revenue stream.

Why has the threshold been
setat £40k? Good question. The
government hasn’t revealed the
reasoning behind its headline
number, butit’s probably no
coincidence that the vast majority
of models that make up the UK’s top
10 best-sellers slide comfortably -

$3 Saloon feels
surefooted and
covers ground fast

WHAT WOULD | BUY WITH
THE £1060 TAX SAVING?

Peugeot 406 Coupe
£1060: that could be how
much you savein VED
over three years if you
buy your dream car now
rather than wait.

Let’s say, for example, that you
have your eye on a £45k BMW M2
Coupé with amanual 'box. Get it
registered before next month and
three years of VED will cost you
£1040, but register the same M2in
Apriland you'll pay £2100 over three
years: £1200in year one followed by
two years of £450.

So what could you do with your
spare £1060? Buy a cheap, fun
second car, of course. I'dgo fora
Peugeot 406 Coupé: wonderful
Italian design, a tuneful V6 petrol
engine and a brilliant chassis. MS




TAX-BUSTING CARS 'COMPARISON

(<4
The BMW 13 real attraction Is the
sopnisticated and inspired packading

WHAT WOULD | BUY WITH
THE £1060 TAX SAVING?

BMW 5 SeriesE39

Long gone are the days

when £1000 would buy

you the twilight years of a

two-decade-old hot
hatch. Now you're far better off
going ‘big’ and hoovering up the kind
of petrol-burning V8 that no one
builds any more. There's plenty of
high-mile examples but, personally,
I'd go for an E39-era BMW 5-Series,
most likely inits 3.5-litre 535i
» format. Having said that, the real

/ steal is the 4.4-litre motorin the

S . \ 540i - tougher to find but good for
p\ o driving to the moon and back.NC

Exquisite cabin
awaits S3 occupants
and is a big draw

o

)

|

“~
-~
——

Allfour S3'wheels
can take drive;
tyres are low profile
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<under it. Nor does it seem entirely
serendipitous that Porsche’s line-up
starts at that price.

Or atleast it almost does. In fact,
you can have an entry-level 295bhp
Cayman with a manual gearbox for
£39,878,but here we arrive at the
rub: because the supplementary rate
is charged on the list price with cost
options attached, even the lightest
smattering of chargeable ticks (for
essentials like metallic paint and the
locking rear diff with PASM) will
have you forking out an additional
£310 on top of your £140 standard
ratein years two to six.

In some cases, it is a spectacularly
fineline. You can have a BMW 330d
xDrive Luxury saloon, but you can’t
have the Touring model. You can have
aLand Rover Discovery Sport HSE
2.0-litre TD4 automatic, but only in
Fuji white. You can have an Audi TTS
with a manual ’box and everything as
standard you’d really need, except the
rear parking sensors required to stop
you reversing into concrete bollards.

Of course, that’s right now.
Manufacturers’ prices fluctuate
marginally all the time and, come
April,it’s hardly inconceivable that
some may think it in their interest to
make some popular models sneak
under the magic £40k threshold.

Until then, there are two courses of
action. One — and car companies are
certainly anticipating this - is to buy
this month and (in some cases) save
yourself some significant money.
Bought in March, the new Porsche
911 GTS will cost £650in VED in the
firstyear and £295 annually from
then on. Registeritin April and it’ll
be £1200 followed by £450 for the
ensuing halfadecade.

Your second course of action is
to wait. If your fantasy driveway
filler costs less than £40k already,
you should consider this. The most
grin-worthy example has to be the

WHAT WOULD I BUY WITH
THE £1060 TAX SAVING?

AustinMetro
I'd not have written this
until the start of this year,
but I now know I'd buy the
best early Austin Metro |
could find (for less than £1060, | hope)
and spend the balance rejuvenating
it.1saw areally nice Metro HLE at
Brooklands on new year's day and
was struck by (a) how much rarer it
was than the Minis that abounded,
and (b) how good it looked. I reckon
it'd still drive well, too. Imagine a
soft-riding, amazingly spacious (for
its size) baby hatch — with Mini
steering and very decent comfort —
and you've got the Metro. The day is
coming when these will be sought
after, andit’s not so far away. SC
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V8-powered Ford Mustang. Right
now you’ll pay £1120 in the first year
and £515 annually thereafter. As of

1 April, you’ll pay £2000 followed by
£140 per year. The latter is the same a
Toyota Prius owner will be paying.

Granted, you’ll be stung for that
£880rise in the first year, but so
significantis the annual saving
that you’ll have recoupeditina
little over two years of ownership -
and, in that time, you get to cruise
aboutin a proper, right-hand-drive,
rear-driven, manually geared,
unapologetically large muscle car.

No, it doesn’t do 40mpg. Or even
30mpg. On the A303 for three hours,
itmanaged 26mpg in our hands. But
who’s to complain when the gallons
gargle away so eloquently?

The West Country’s main artery
might actually be the perfect UK road
for the Mustang. The road’s weird,
capricious meander periodically
evokes the sweeping scale of the
interstate. Drive a 410bhp European
horizon-chaser along itand it’ll
repeatedly strain against the 60mph
leash. Ford’s funship, though, settles
into an unworried groove, gently
bubbling atop its suspension travel as
itbarrels forward.

Pushing the pedals and pulling at
the cue-ball gearlever is portentous
work. The steering is as dull as a 9lb
sledgehammer. The car doesn’t even
seem fast. The 5.0-litre V8 works like
the bellows of a great forge: inhaling
and exhaling, sucking and squeezing
and banging and blowing in book-
chapter-long ratios. There’s no neck
snap as you push on past caravans
and Polish lorries, only a weightless
sort of headiness as your barrel
tumbles over the falls. Cast an eye >

No point havinga V8
Mustang unless you

4 do this now and then




TAX-BUSTING CARS ' GOMPARISON

. 1he Aud _83'8 [UFDOCHHFQBU
. A — S [0UrPOL IS as Torthrnant as
~ _ 3 Pete sampras serve

WHAT WOULD | BUY WITH
THE £1060 TAX SAVING?

1989 BMW /35i

I saw one of these online.
=5 . Okay, soit’'snot got an

MOT and the bloke wants

£1450, but if you turned
up with £1060 in used notes, | reckon
he'd struggle to turn you down. And
what a machine you'd be getting.
BMW's best non-M straight six, the
most entertaining big BMW there
has been and goodies galore. But the
killer is that it has a manual gearbox
and a factory-fitted limited-slip
differential. In the wet, it would be
completely hilarious.

So, torecap: ahuge BMW luxury
limo and a weapons-grade sideways
machine, allin one and for the price
of a10-year-old Nissan Micra. AF

-

a

Ford's cabinis okay ¥
but not areasonin i
itself to buy the car

T

Mustang’s brakes are up to the job
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<« downward at this point, though, to
the green glow of your ‘ground speed’
and you’ll find yourselfthundering
incredulously toward a magistrate’s
extreme displeasure.

It’s atongue-out great shaggy
mongrel of a car, then; not for
everyone and not precisely perfect,
either. Butit’s the quintessential
antidote to driving torpor and, even
with £2k worth of optional extras,
costs just £37,925.

Alternatively, you could funnel the
money in the Continent’s direction
and buy Germany’s idea of a four-
seat hotrod. Handing nearly £40k to
Audiis asunimaginative as betting
on a fixed fight, but the returns are
similarly guaranteed: where the
Mustang feels fit inside for driving
you to the shops two towns over, the
S3 saloon has the sort of cabin you’d
hope to be sealed in should you find
yourselfblasting offto Mars.

Truth be told, we’ve brought the
car to Exmoor as a stand-in for the
new Volkswagen Golf R, the model
with which it shares a powertain.
However, that doesn’t prevent Audi’s
Q-car saloon from working its own
peculiar charm.

Naturally, with quattro-branded
all-wheel drive and a 306bhp 2.0-litre
engine, it’s fast. Fast in precisely the
way the Ford isn’t. Irrevocably fast. It
islike this because the turbocharged

Tiguan sticks to the
VW rules for aneat,
feelgood interior

As well as all-terrain
ability, this model is
quick on the road
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four-pot, although sounding
disappointingly distant aftera

V8’s throb, is as immediate and as
forthright as a Pete Sampras serve.
Itzings. And because itis wedded to
the S tronic automatic *box, it excels

at propelling you mindlessly forward.

On the B-roads spanning Exmoor
proper, should you feel minded to try
among the crests and dips and blind
bends, the Mustang driver (saddled
with winter rubber in the case of our

test car) wouldn’t see where you went.

I'rather like the S3. As with the
Ford, it feels like a lot of car for the
£35,405 you'd pay for one equipped
with the preferable manual gearbox.
It’s a price that leaves plenty of
wiggle room to add metallic paint
and parking sensors and even the
Virtual Cockpit infotainment system
with three years of 4G internet access
without troubling the £40k mark.

Also, in contrast to the Mustang’s
climate-warming 299g/km, the S3
we drove emits just 151g/km, making
its first-year tax obligation a more
bearable £500 — and you’d probably
manage 35mpg from its 43.5mpg
combined claim.

Ifecological reasoning or running-
cost efficiency are primary concerns,
then there are plenty more sensible
places to invest — and that, too,isa
good thing because the new VED
rules do tend to hit drivers who >

VWis four-wheel
drivebuttyresare .
biased for theroad !
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TAX-BUSTING CARS

el 3
~ Ihe Mustang is 4 tongue-out great Shaggy:
MONGrelor a Cdr, BULITISNT for everyone

WHAT WOULD I BUY WITH
THE £1060 TAX SAVING?

Morris 100

Since thisis a taxing issue,
let’s take the whole road
fund licence out of the
equation. Allwe needis a
motor that is over 40 years old.
Prices for any old classic rubbish are
now north of a couple of grand, even
for a Morris Marina. Search hard
enough, though, and you could find
something unfashionably odd.

My oddity lives in Bristol and is
afairly rusty Morris 1100. It does
have 11months MOT but it's up for
£1400. | offered £1000. The owner is
considering it. Wish me luck. JR

FIVE CARS BADLY HIT BY THE ROAD TAX CHANGES

MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER TESLA MODEL X LEXUS GS300H F SPORT BMW M2 JAGUAR F-TYPE V6
PHEV 5HS Tax exemption for EVsiis still The petrol-electric saloon's It's bad news for the cheapest MANUAL

Qualifying for the plug-in car afeature of the VED system 115g/km CO2 would previously M car: the £500 in showroom You'll pay £1700 in the first
grant doesn't stop a top-spec inyear one, but since you have cost youamodest £20 a tax willnow be £1200,andthe  yearrather than today’s £885,
Outlander breaching £40k,so  can'thave aTeslaforlessthan year,and nothingin the first. £270 annual road tax cost although the £450 annual

its 41g/km CO obligation will £60k, you'llhave topay atotal Now, it'llbe £160 initially,then  thereafter will almost double charge for COzemissions of
go from zilch to £450 annually. of £2250in years two to six. £450 per annum for five years. for the ensuing five years. 234g/km will be unchanged.
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< were previously rewarded for their
parsimony. The BMW i3 - still our
preferred electric city car option — is
aperfect case in point. Buy itin its
zero-emissions, battery-only format
and the £4500 plug-in car grant will
ensure thatit’s still free across the
board, attracting no showroom tax
or subsequent annual charge. Opt for
the Range Extender version pictured,
which adds the 647cc two-cylinder
petrol engine-generator, and its
measly 12g/km CO» emissions will
mean parting with a £140 standard
rate after £10 in the first year.

Given that the introduction last
year of a denser 33kWh (or 94Ah
as BMW prefers) battery increased
the standard i3’s range to around
120 miles — and assuming you'’re
buying electric in the classic ‘second
car, urban runaround’ mould - the
electric-only i3’s diddly-squat tax
liability only reinforces the idea that
it’s probably the one to pick.

The i3’s skinny, low-resistance
tyres don’t particularly endear it to
damp B-roads on Exmoor, but drop
into the seaside town of Lynmouth
and its supreme about-town usability,
centred on its still eye-opening torque
delivery and minuscule turning
circle,is unmistakable. The real
attraction, though, is the sophisticated
and inspired packaging,a high-
budget conglomerate of carbonfibre-
reinforced plastic and exposed
hemp fibres that castsyouasa
member of the bourgeoisie in some
near-future mega-city.

What a shame, then, that the
present hasn’t yet caught up to
BMW’s conceptualising: even with
its generator and 9.0-litre petrol tank
to fall back on, the i3 still threatened
to exhaustits range at inopportune
moments during our time with it
and it needed an additional hour to
getback to London from the West

THE £1060 TAX SAVING?
ToyotaMR2 Mk3

You've just spent £40k on
acar.What on earth could
a car that costs £1060 do
that your £40k car can't?
Mostly, absolutely nothing. Which is
why you want a Mk3 Toyota MR2, the
last of the midship roadsters and
notable for having no luggage space
whatsoever. Which is fine, because
your new £40k car does. What it
might not do, though, is engage you
with brilliant steering, weigh next to
nothing, have aroof that peels off
easily and be hilarious to drive. Which
iswhy | would | have one —and why |
might actually soon have one; for
reasons that will become apparent
online, if my expenses will cover it. MP
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Tight turning circle "
andinstant torque —
make i3 ideal in town

Country because of broken motorway
services charging points.

If £40k seems like a lot to pay for a
vague sense of anxiety, our final real-
world VED-beater plugs all the holes.
The steep upward sales trajectory
of the mainstream family-sized
crossover will likely be untroubled
by the rate change because most
contenders are well within the
£40k threshold. We’ve picked the
Volkswagen Tiguan here because
(a) we’ve already awarded it four-
and-a-halfroad test stars and (b) the
SE L 4Motion model we drove back
from Exmoor came equipped with
the firm’s new 237bhp 2.0-litre twin-
turbodiesel engine.

Much like BMW’s 3.0-litre straight
six is to the X3, the gutsy four-pot is
the barbecue sauce to the Tiguan’s
established rack of ribs — and
because you can’t currently have
an X3 xDrive30d SE for less than
£40k, it’s about as likeably burly as a
£140-standard-rate diesel SUV gets.

Predictably, the burliness remains
under wraps while you’re in return-
leg A303 traffic, although you need
only a whiff of space on the road to
deeply appreciate the way 369Ib ft
is deployed. The go-faster charm is
all the more noticeable because this
isthekind of scenario in which the
standard 2.0-litre TDI lump - even
in its more powerful 187bhp guise —
suddenly shows the strain, getting
louder and harsher but not notably
more productive. Consequently,
rather than redefining the Tiguan’s
appeal, the additional power slots
seamlessly into the back of the
driver’s mind as yet another ticked-
off facet, there for when it is needed.

Opting for the new 2.0 engine
now over the equivalent front-drive
148bhp variant would mean paying
an additional £100 a year in tax,
having already summoned up £300
extra at the showroom.

Wait a month and it’ll be £340
more initially, then the same £140
ayear for being happier, earlier,
smarter, safer and better energised.
And with Her Majesty’s Revenue and
Customs to thank. @

Loud and proud, but not as exasperatingly American as
you mignt think. Engine worth the price of admission




Cabin’s materials,
airiness and design

add toani3's appeal

Alreatly the archetypal crossover. New
biturbo lump simply lubricates the appeal

RATING
Price
Engine

Power
Torque
Gearbox
Kerb weight
Top speed
0-62mph
Economy
€0/tax band

TAX-BUST

BMW’s tyres

NG CARS 'GOMPARISON

ﬂul - »
P e .
o

more on efficiency ©

than outright grip

Fiercely quick everywhere and practically faultiess inside,

the saloon earns your respect, but go for the manual

2.8, 0.8, 0%¢

£36,085

4 cyls,1984cc,

turbo, petrol

306bhp at 5500-6500rpm
2801Ib ft at 2000-5400rpm
T-spd dual-clutch automatic
1470kg

155mph

4.6sec

43.5mpg (combined)
151g/km, 27%

LT A s S
LA W

Still the electric runaround of choice, butit's an
expensive second car or a compromised first one

AR ek
BMW i3 94Ah
Range Extender
ok kok e
£35,280
Electric motor (plus 650cc,
2 cyls, petrol generator)
168bhp
184Ib ft
Single-spd
1440kg
93mph
8.1sec
470.8mpg (combined)
129/km, 7%

o -

Ford Mustang
5.0 V8 GT

2. 0.0.0.¢
£35,745
V8,4951cc, petrol

410bhp at 6500rpm
391Ib ft at 4250rpm
6-spd manual
1720kg

155mph

4.8sec

20.9mpg (combined)
299g/km, 37%

Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0
BiTDI 240 SE L 4Motion DSG

282,80

£36,725

4 cyls,1968cc,
twin-turbo, diesel
237bhp at 4000rpm
3691b ft at 1750-2500rpm
T7-spd dual-clutch automatic
1795kg

142mph

6.5sec

44.1mpg (combined)
167g/km, 33%
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HOW UJash became King

Ten years ago, Nissan replaced its Almera hatch with the new,
high-riding Qashqai. As Richard Bremner explains, this gamble transformed
- the company’s fortunes and changed the face of the car industry
) PHOTOGRAPHY STAN PAPIOR
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TEN YEARS OF THE QASHQAI " INSIGHT

y the time the 20th
century was becoming
the 21st, Nissan’s
Japanese bosses had
become used to the
sensation of desperation.

The company had travelled to
the brink of existence by 1999 and
bankruptcy had been fended off
only by an audacious manoeuvre
led by Renault’s Carlos Ghosn. The
French manufacturer acquired a 37%
controlling stake in Nissan for a
life-saving $5.4 billion (£4.33bn).

The Qas;hqai found a
sweet spot between
4x4s and MPVs

What happened next is automotive
legend. Ghosn’s foundation-shaking
Nissan Revival Plan turned the
company around by doing the
culturally unthinkable in Japan:
shutting factories, breaking up
cosy and costly ‘keiretsu’ cross-
shareholding arrangements with
suppliers, making redundancies and
more. Butit worked. In amazingly
short order, Nissan returned to profit
and started to produce desirable cars
again, under the guidance of talented
designer Shiro Nakamura.
Butnotin every quarter. Several

less than scintillating cars

were too close to the end of
the development pipe to be
scrapped or significantly
altered. One of these was the
second-generation Almera
small family hatchback. It
was certainly an earnest
improvement on the
curiously barrel-bodied
first-generation model, the
interior of which was as
inviting as a smashed bus
shelter on a winter’s day.

The new version threw
offthe eaten-too-many-pies look,
sported tail-lights as big as salad
bowls and came with excitements
such as shopping bag hooks, a load-
securing net and more in-cabin
nooks and crannies than a Cheddar
Gorge cave. It was also pretty tidy
in the chassis department and had
no serious flaws other than arear »

(<4
oince the models 2007 launch,
NISSan has Sold more than

3.3m Qashaais in 137 countries
9
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<leg room shortfall. However, the
big problem was that it didn’t have
the brand and showroom appeal

of the Volkswagen Golf and Ford
Focus. Once again, Nissan was left
wondering how it would ever enjoy
the heady success it had seen in the
UK during the 1970s, when the Cherry
and Sunny regularly appeared
among Britain’s top 10 best-sellers.

Nissan’s Focus-chasing sales goals
were receding like the unreachable
refuge of a chase nightmare. But
despite that, the company was
masochistically lining itself up for
athird pop at an Almera bullseye.
During 2002, its designers and
engineers were hard at it, as product
planning chief Pierre Loing recounted
a couple of years later. But Ghosn, by
now steering a robustly recovering
Nissan, cancelled the programme
in December. “Merry Christmas!”
was Loing’s understandably bitter-
sweet reaction to this news. Despite
binning a heap of work, Loing knew
that Ghosn was right.

The next problem was how to
conceive a car decisively more
appealing than a shopping hook-
kitted Almera. The Ghosn way is
not to stare at a blue sky waiting
for a vision but to get down and
understand what customers might
want, using plenty of research
and analysis. What that turned up
was that the C-segment in which
the Focus, Golf and Almera were
competing was already fragmenting

Replacing aregular
hatchback with this
was a brave move

towards MPVs and four-wheel-
drives. Further delving uncovered
signs that punters didn’t necessarily
need the absolute versatility of an
MPV, and that while they liked the
chunkily adventurous, high-riding
demeanour of a four-wheel-drive,
they didn’t want the bulk and
complication of the breed. So perhaps
there was something in between.

From today’s perspective, it seems
afairly modestleap to deduce this,
but in the early 2000s, it was only
aresearch-backed hunch. “The
Qashgqai has a distinctive flavour
born out of the theoretical
buyer’s emotional and
functional needs,”
explained product planner
Etienne Henryin 2005.
And at that point, two
years before project P32L
was ready to go on sale, the
Qashgqai buyer really was
only theoretical.

“Backin 2007, the
introduction of the
Qashqai was arisk,” says
Nissan’s vice president for
Europe, Paul Willcox. “It
was defining a new segment that
didn’t exist and therefore we were
uncertain as to what the reception
would be. But it’s been unbelievable,
from launch right the way through
to today. We have won many press
awards, the industry has followed
our lead and every competitor has
brought a crossover into the segment.

(<4

e

defin

Introduction of the
(Jashgai was arisk
NJ @ new segment

[ was

%

56 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017

“It’s clear that consumers
love the Qashqai. You can
tell that from the number
we’ve sold. We’re selling
250,000 cars a year, every
year,and there’s no sign of
adecline in demand, which
isremarkable.”

It may be a Nissan chief'telling
it, but the numbers say he is not
wrong. Since the model’s launch
in February 2007, Nissan has sold
more than 3.3 million Qashqais of
both generations in 137 countries. Of
those, 2.3m were bought in Europe,
its primary market, and 261,429 in
thelastyear alone.

For many, the Qashqai makes a
stage in people’s motoring life more
palatable than it would have been
in the days when frumpy MPVs and

rattling estates were the only choices.

Some of this writer’s neighbours are
acase in point: before kids,a BMW

320d Coupé occupied the drive; after
kids, it’s a Qashqai.

“When the Qashqailaunched in
2007, it was unique in the market,”
says Willcox. “It has remained as the
number one crossover because it has
stayed true to its original ideals and
because we have consistently added
technology through the car’slife.”

Nissan’s Sunderland plant has
played a huge role in the Qashqai’s
success, this factory being the
primary supplier. By the end 0f 2016,
ithad produced 2,655,551 of the
3.3m global total. Of those, 1,752,232



were examples of the original model,
including the seven-seat Qashqai +2.

Not only has the UK produced
most Qashqais, but much of the
creative design and engineering
work was carried out in the UK, too.
Ofthe 200 people who worked on
the original car, 80% of them were
UK-based, although their task was
somewhat eased by the use of an
existing platform. By the time the
second-generation Qashqai was
under development, there were 500
people on the project at Cranfield
and it has helped propel Nissan’s
European R&D centres towards a
50% increase in staff.

By the end of 2015, sales of SUVs
reached alandmark in Europe,
outselling superminis and small
hatchbacks for the first time. Many
models contributed to this, but there
can be no doubt that the Qashqai
lit the fire of growth. These days,
this quietly accomplished crossover
seems a bit ordinary. But count that

as another measure of its success: the
bestideas are the ones that take root so

deeply that they become the norm. &

High driving position
and ease of use are
part of its appeal

TEN YEARS OF THE QASHQAI INSIGHT

TAKE FIVE: PRE-QASHQAI CROSSOVERS

1948 Willys-Overland Jeepster
Mixing WW2 Jeep and saloon comforts,
this may well be the first crossover.
‘Planadyne’ front suspensionand a
‘Go Devil' 2.2 four failed to overcome
the triple hit of high pricing, draughty
side curtains and rear drive only. It
survived just three years.

1977 Matra Simca Rancho

It had only three doors and front-
wheel drive, but this ingenious Matra
rework of the Simca 1100 pick-up
produced a ruggedly appealing,
high-riding estate reminiscent of a
Range Rover. There was an optional
seven-seat version, too.

2000 Pontiac Aztec

Initially infamous for its baffling
ugliness, and later for being the
broad-bean green wheels of Breaking
Bad's Walter White. Functionally not
bad, but even General Motors’

Bob Lutz described it as “an angry
kitchen appliance™.

2003 Chrysler Pacifica

The first progeny of the ill-fated
DaimlerChrysler coupling, the
Pacifica attempted to combine
MPYV, SUV and saloon. Owners soon
found that high prices, low quality
and lame performance were also
part of the mix.

2006 Mercedes-Benz R-Class
Sports cruiser or a family tourer?
Mercedes reluctantly admitted to
the latter after boldly claiming the
former but, either way, its mix of
estate, SUV and minibus failed to find
anywhere near the 50,000 annual
sales originally sought.

THE RISE OF THE QASHQAI AND C-SEGMENT SUVS

Qashgai volumes have
more than trebled since
the car’s debut in 2007,
andin 2010it accounted
foronein four C-SUV
sales. However, as the
bottom graph shows,
greater competition
fromrivalsin the

sector has lowered the
Qashqai's C-SUV market
share, despiteincreasing
sales. The combined C
and C-SUV segments
now account for 38% of
the UK's new car market.

Note:‘C hatch’ refers to
C-segment (eg, Focus,
Golf, Astra, hatches);
‘C-SUV'refers to
crossovers in the Focus/
Golf C segment;‘C and
C-SUV' refers toboth
segments combined.
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HOW C-SUV SALES VOLUMES HAVE CHANGED

\olume (000s)

46,000 63.000

2012 2016

18.000
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THE QASHQAI FACES GREATER COMPETITION FOR MARKET SHARE
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1ves up to its venomous reputation

PHOTOGRAPHY STAN PAPIOR

e Viper is 25 yea
-~ outwhetheritstill |

The Dodge. i
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DODGE VIPER "ANNIVERSARY

ull for emergency exit,”
says the oversized
catch on the door. It’s
winter, there’s patchy
black ice on the West
Sussex lanes we’re driving along
and said catch is attached to a Dodge
Viper GTS - not exactly a paragon

of clinical precision. It is my fervent
hope that I don’t have to use the
catch, butit’s not a bad idea to keep
itslocation in mind.

The Viper has always been a hero
car for me. Forgive the straight lift
from the motoring hack’s book of
cliché, but I really did have a poster of
one on my bedroom wall when I was
awhippersnapper. That poster was
most likely of the earlier and original
RT/10 model, which was launched
in 1992. That makes the Viper 25
years old this year, and that seems
like the perfect excuse to revisit this
glowering hunk of American excess.

Those first Vipers were production
versions of a concept car first
unveiled in 1989 at the Detroit show.
It took three years for engineers to
bring the concept to life. The original
plan was for the Viper to use an
evolution of the LA360 V8 with, in
effect, two extra cylinders grafted on.
The engine was also destined for use
in Dodge’s Ram line of trucks.

But a series of refinements by
Lamborghini, then part-owned by
Dodge’s parent company Chrysler,
resulted in the engine projects
growing apart, with the biggest
change of all being the switch from a
castiron block to an aluminium one
for the Viper. Remember this the next
time someone tells you the Viper had
atruck engine: it’s not quite true.

The myth is believable, though,
largely because the Viper was
something of a ‘bitsa’. Indeed, it’s
often forgotten thatlow cost was one
of Chrysler’s stated aims with the
project, so the production engineers
scavenged parts from wherever
they could around the Chrysler
organisation. It showed in that first
RT/10, despite their best efforts.

“Even with all those cylinders, the
engine wasn’t as smooth as you'd
think,” says Autocar’s Steve Cropley,
recalling the first time he drove the
RT/10. “The car was cumbersome,
with really heavy controls. It was
thelook of the thing, and the torque,
that made it extraordinary, but it
clearly needed development.” >

WHAT TO
LOOK FOR WHEN
BUYING A USED VIPER
4 The great thing about the Viper is
that its simple engineering means very
little goes wrong. Tyres are expensive,
so check treads, and make sure the clutch
isn't slipping - on a low-mile car, it's a sign of
abuse. Servicing is far cheaper than on most
cars with this sort of pace, and because
the engineis so big, it's unstressed,
so bits rarely fall off. C check the
fibreglass body for damage, and
the interior plastics
for cracks.

’ &
-

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 59



That development came in 1995,
with the advent of the second-
generation car and, most notably,
the new GTS coupé — a late example
of which we’re driving today. Power
was up to 450bhp and while it might
look similar, in fact 90% of the
GTS’s parts were either upgraded or
switched out completely.

It shows. A strong shove is still
needed to get the gearstick into
first,and the combination of a
long-travel clutch pedal and hair-
trigger accelerator requires careful
moderation of each foot when
pulling away, but there’s none of
the heft you might expect from the
steering. Once rolling, the Viper is
remarkably benign, with a smooth
and progressive throttle and even
areasonably comfortable ride.

But what you really want to know
ishow well it goes. Well, even on
these cold roads, the Viperisn’t
uncontrollable. Lairy, for sure, and
amoment’s inadvertent exuberance
with the throttle will light up the
rear tyres. But there’s a monumental
amount of front-end grip, so the car
snicks into corners surprisingly well,
and a squeeze of the throttle on the
way out hunkers the back end down
at first, rather than simply sending it
sideways straight away.

Butbe under noillusion: thisisa
car that’s happier on the straights
thanitisin the corners. Simply
placing itis the first problem: that
long, wide nose obscures half of the
road ahead, and then there’s the slow
steering and the wooden brakes.
No, far better to amble through the
twisty bits at a moderate pace and
then point ‘n’ squirt to your heart’s
content once there’s a clear, flat bit
of asphalt ahead.

And squirt it most certainly does.
When you pin the throttle, it feels as
though you’ve just been pushed off
acliff. An initial shove in the back
is followed by an ever-more urgent
gathering of momentum until,
knuckles white, you find yourself
hoping that whatever comes next is
as quick and painless as possible.

Butinstead of oblivion,you
find yourself at the redline. So you
manhandle the gearlever through
the gate and go again, revelling in
an engine note more guttural than

that of a contemporary V10 from Italy

or Germany; one that’s halfway in
tone between such engines and the
American V8 you sense this one has
been tuned to mimic.

The volume hits you, too. Even
off the throttle, it chunters and
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growls, attracting the wrong
kind of attention even when
you’re trying to remain as
inconspicuous as possible.
This is a fantastic good-time
car, then,and brilliant fun
to drive. But to own? Hmm.
The problem comes when you
spend enough time with it for
the novelty to wear off. It’s
then that you notice you’re
cramped up against the door,
looking at an acre of shiny,
brittle plastic and trying
toignore the squeaks and rattles
and the health and safety notices
that remind you that objects in the
mirrors are closer than they appear.

For some, this car’s unapologetic
drama and in-your-face attitude
has no equal. With production of
the current-generation Viper set
to come to an end later this year, it
seems unlikely that it ever will. If the
prospect of Viper ownership appeals,
the price to join the clubis £49,995 in
the case of this GTS, a 2000 example
with just 26,000 miles on the clock,
although earlier cars with higher
mileages can be found for much less.

Think of the Viper as abona fide
supercar and that might not sound
too bad. Trouble is, the Viper isn’t
really a supercar. It’s a modern-day
hotrod; a car unto itself, which
doesn’t really bear comparison with
anything. Whether a used example
isworth the money is therefore an
entirely subjective question.

I’ll stick with the poster on my
bedroom wall, but when you pass me
in your Viper, that V10 engine note
ripping the air in two as you squirm
up theroad, I'll feel a pang of envy. &
With thanks to Premier GT for the loan
of the Viper, which is currently for sale.
Call 01903 254800 to find out more.

It's left-hook only
and the driving
positionis cramped




DODGE VIPER "ANNIVERSARY

“ CARS ‘N’ STRIPES

Don't fancy the Viper? Consider

A squeeze of the throttle hunkers the back end. IR
down rather than sending It Sideways

CHEVROLET CAMARO

The latest Camaro is officially
available in the UK via special
order. You'll have to put up with
left-hand drive, but who can argue
with a 426bhp 6.2-litre V8? Its
rarity as a used car means prices
are falling slowly, so a low-miles
2013 car will still cost at least £25k.

PLYMOUTH PROWLER
Another of Chrysler's early 1990s
fantasies made flesh, the Prowler
was pretty good to drive. It will
come as no surprise to hear these
rarely come up for sale, but as we
went to press there was one for
sale with just 4000 miles on the
clock and going for £30k. Imagine
pulling up outside the pubinit.

The Viper majors on
mastering straights
rather than corners

DELOREAN DMC-12
Technically Northern Irish, but
built for the US market, the
DelLorean needs little introduction.
It was average to drive at best, but
if you're tempted, that probably
won't matter. With prices of cult
and classic cars fromits era
soaring, £35k for one of these
seems pretty reasonable. Buy now
before they rocket out of reach.

DODGE VIPER GTS

Built from 1996-2002

Price now £30,000-£50,000
Engine V10, 7986¢c, petrol
Power 450bhp at 5200rpm
Torque 4901b ft at 3700rpm
Gearbox 6-spd manual
Kerbweight  1531kg

0-60mph 4.0sec

‘ D Top speed 177mph

D Economy 16.8mpg
Dashboard gauges, bonnet scoop and chrome exterior styling flourishes mark the Viper out as more of a hot rod than a supercar
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ADING THE CHARGE

Electric GT will pit 20 Teslas against each other on the race track.
Sam Sheehan gets the lowdown on the new zero-emissions series

he new zero-emissions
Electric GT series aims
to follow the lead of
Formula E by injecting
excitement into the
image of electric vehicles.

The series, which will begin in the
autumn, will initially be contested by
track-prepared versions of the Tesla
Model S P100DL. Formula E has
showcased electric single-seaters,
whereas EGT is based around cars
that resemble road-going EVs. At the
moment, of course, there aren’t many
performance-orientated pure EVs on
the market, hence EGT’s initial focus
on Tesla. However, the series is open
to all and the hope is that more varied
grids will be seen in the future.

The racing Tesla has beefed-up
bodywork, with flared wheel arches
and alarge rear wing. The car sits on
racing suspension and 18in wheels
shod with Pirelli racing rubber. The
interior has been fully stripped out

T
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and an FIA-standard rollcage has
been fitted. At first glance, you might
mistake it for a petrol-drinking GT
racing car, apart from the fact that it
makes hardly any noise.

“The changes we’ve made to the
car are quite straightforward because
we’ve used the P100D road car’s
standard battery and motors,” says
championship boss Mark Gemmell.

The racing car has bodywork made
from carbonfibre and although an
official weight figure hasn’t been
revealed, it is estimated to weight

around 1600kg. Gemmell says: “The
P100DLis 25% lighter [about 500kg]
than theroad car, so the racing car
will be under less stress.”

It’ll also be much quicker: tweaks
to the rest of the electric propulsion
system mean the P100DL makes
778bhp and 7341b ft and can cover
0-62mph in 2.1sec. That acceleration
isnotonly 0.3secbetter than the
road car, but also neck and neck with
amodern Formula 1 car. A Formula
E carrequires a further 0.9sec to hit
62mph from a standing start.

(<4
1he acceleration of an tGT racer

IS 0N a par with that of an k1 car
*

EGT races will have standing
starts in order to showcase the
impressive acceleration. The car
can hita top speed of 155mph.

“It’d be insane not to do standing
starts,” he says. “Seeing 20 of these
cars launch into turn one will be very
exciting. You will get an interesting
sense of power.”

Silverstone will host the opening
round on 12 August. The following
races will take the Electric GT circus
to Assen in the Netherlands and
then the Niirburgring to race on the
German track’s DTM configuration.
After this, Portugal’s Algarve
International Circuit, Misano in Italy
and Barcelona’s Circuit de Catalunya
will host a race each, before Paul
Ricard in France closes the 2017
season on 25 November.

That means the inaugural EGT
series is condensed into just 15 weeks,
which Gemmell says is intentional:
“Having the races so close together



MOTORSPORT

TIM
SUGDEN

Experienced racer explains why
he is back on trackin 2017

What convinced you to return to
full-time racing?

“I had two or three years where |
didn’t race regularly and I really
missed it. Although the Blancpain
Asia series is a full championship,
it's just six races during the year,
which is perfect for me.”

You're driving a Mercedes-AMG
GT3 for GruppeM Racing. What's
your aim for the season?

“I'm going for the championship
win. As you get older [Sugden is
52], you think maybe you'll get
slower, but last year [in GT Asia
Series races] | was just as quick as
anyone else, so I'm expecting to
be quickin 2017. 1 wouldn't do it if

1 didn’t think | was quick enough to
win. | think the day you don’t go to
arace to win, it’s time to stop.”

Model S Teslas
tuned for 778bhp
willraceinEGT

You've raced British GT, Le Mans,
single-seaters and more. How
does the Blancpain Asia compare?
“Six or seven years ago, it

wasn’t at the top level for driving
standards, but now it’s the same
as the best. There are a lot of
talented Asian drivers and lots of
Europeans. The level is very high
now. I'd say it’s higher than the
British GT championship.”

Championship boss
Gemmell: “Electric
vehicles are cool”

means we can keep a good rhythm. engine noise, the driver can also opening season, he says they will be
It also helps to engage the audience interact more with spectators. In “fantastic, quality professionals”. What’s your best racing memory?
more; if you have a big gap in the normal motorsport, where the car Prior to the start of the series, EGT “When I finished fourth overall
calendar, people can lose interest.” is loud, the driver in their helmet has established a drivers’ club that atLe Mans in a privately entered
Maintaining interestis something  canseem like a bit of arobot.In has attracted support from seasoned McLaren F1GTRin1998. We
EGT intends to do by pulling fans EGT you’ll be able to hear drivers in competitors such as British Touring weren’t too far behind a factory
close to the action. Spectators will the car easily, [so] they’ll become a Car Championship driver Tom works Nissan that finished on the
be able to stream live video feeds human being again.” Onslow-Cole, sports car racer Oliver podium. It was a giant-chasing
from each car’s cabin during races. Gemmell comparesthe experience =~ Webb and former Formula 1 test race for us.”
They will also be able to engage with watching a tennis match, where ~ driver Dani Clos.
with the drivers via what Gemmell aplayer’s effort can be heard as “We’re also trying to get top- Is the McLaren the best racing car
calls “anon-distracting heatmapof ~ they strike the ball. “It gives you a quality women drivers involved, you've driven?
support”. Putsimply, afan watching  tremendous degree of empathywith  because that attracts another huge “The best car was a Formula 3000
arace at home will be able to use them,” he says. section of the public to the events,” single-seater. It was phenomenal
social media to ‘like’ a particular EGT races will be fairly short,with  says Gemmell. “We want to involve todrive. In terms of GT cars, the
driver who has impressed them. the chequered flag falling after the women in every role: as drivers, in McLaren was very cool.”
This support will be displayed for leading car has covered 37 miles, teams and as marshals.”
the driver on the Tesla’s infotainment ~ which will equate to about 171aps at When the lights go green at What do you do when not racing?
screen, with the intention that it will Silverstone. There’ll be two races: Silverstone in August, he thinks “l have alotonin 2017.I'malso
encourage the driver much in the one in the day and the other at dusk. zero-emissions motor sport will take adriver manager and I've just
same way that a cheering crowd can The first race will be contested asignificant stride into the future. started a new car tuning business,
spur on a football team. by 20 identical cars divided into “People are still saying electric called Purple Dot. It means I can
The interaction between drivers two-car teams. Although Gemmell cars will make life more dull and use my years of racing experience
and fans will be two-way, according ~ won’treveal the identity of any drab,” says Gemmell. “Electric GT to test and develop parts.”
to Gemmell: “By removing the drivers who will be competinginthe  will prove that this is not the case.” ™

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 63



YOUR VIEWS

Anacquiredtaste

Why do alternative-fuel cars have

to look so weird? Your Toyota Mirai
looks like the bastard child of a
Jaguar XJ and my Smeg fridge, the
Nissan Leaf seems to have had a
botched chin implant and the new
Toyota Prius leaves me speechless.
Peter Grimsdale

London

One reason for the distinctive looks is
to optimise aerodynamics, but electric
powertrains also free designers of the
need to work around an engine, so they
can try something a bit different. Not
saying it always works, mind — MB

US carshave merit

Karl Cradick s correct that the Far
Eastern brands have done well in the
US (Your views, 15 February). This

is because they have embraced the
native styling and engineering talent
to create the right products for the
market, including the latest Honda
NSX, which was designed and is
produced in the US.

Such products, along with those
of Tesla and others, will produce
a cluster of expertise that will
influence the global car market.

There may be question marks over
GM and Fiat Chrysler Automotive.
This uncertainty would be present
whoever was US president. But
Ford has re-established itselfas a
confident global brand with good
products, and the Mustang is a
characterful halo model that is light
years ahead of'its predecessors. It
shows improvement, not decline.

Mr Cradick seems to ignore
justhow unsuccessful the non-
premium European car brands are
in the US, something not helped by
Volkswagen’s use of defeat devices to
cheat emissions tests.

Adrian Rollings
Via email

Let dieseldevelop
Initiatives aimed at curbing diesel
pollutants, such as the T Charge Zone
being introduced in parts of London,
smack of a kneejerk reaction.

Given the clamour by successive
governments to encourage us to

Mirai’s styling is too much for Peter
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Show me the money

Readers have suggested it’s time for F1 to ditch
electronic aids and return to using a manual gear
lever as a way to drive down costs and make the

F THE WEEK

- &

v

WIN

Letter of the week
wins this ValetPRO
exterior protection

and maintenance kit
worth £58.95

drivers work harder (Your views, 8 February).
In reality, F1 has relatively few driver aids. My

own club-level racer has auto-upshift, launch control,
traction control and data-logging, and my budgetisa
bit more modest than an F1 operation.

A much greater proportion of F’s budget goes
on aerodynamic development. Rules imposing
afreeze on aero packages or limited in-season
development would be a step in the right direction.

Stephen Alexander
Glasgow

buy diesel, it is hypocrisy to now
devalue such cars, leaving tens of
thousands of motorists out of pocket
asthey try to sell cars that no one
will buy (unless they accept the
pittance offered under the rumoured
government scrappage scheme).
Abetter way forward, surely, is to
encourage the industry to step up the
pace of development of diesel engines
until they reach a level where their
emissions drop to an acceptable level.
Once the motor industry has been
setimprovement targets, its pace of
advance can be meteoric. The 2.1-litre
diesel engine in my car develops
204bhp, accelerates the car to 62mph
in 6.6sec and still averages 54mpg.
Only 10 years ago such figures
would have seemed impossible, but
they were achievable once car makers
were set targets backed by customer
perception and market need. Let’s
have more carrot and less stick please.
Stuart Crewe
Bristol

Getactive

So pleased to see you are turning your
attention to EVs and hybrids, but
mystified you have not considered

PRO

PROFEAIONAL VALET NG SUPPLIES

the BMW 225xe Active Tourer. It has
BMW quality, five doors, five seats,
excellent carrying capacity, a 134bhp
three-cylinder petrol engine and an
87bhp electric motor, giving a total of
221bhp and 284lb ft.

It’s capable of a claimed 141mpg,
hasa 25-mile electric range, four-
wheel drive and does 0-62mph
in 6.7sec. In M Sport trimithasa
sunroof, sports seats, leather, head-
up display and sat-nav. What’s not to
like?

Chris Bird

Via email

We reviewed the 225xe Active Tourer
in January last year, Chris, giving

it four stars and declaring it “an
intriguing proposition”. Read the full
review on autocar.co.uk — MB

Seethelight

I'share the concerns of Mark Putman

(Your views, 15 February) that

modern lighting controls mean some

cars may be less visible in rain, mist

or fog than they otherwise would be.
Unlit cars in these conditions

are a growing problem and the

automation may be considered

more sophisticated than it really

is. It would be good if car makers
could address the problem, butin
the meantime the Department for
Transport should publicise the issue,
which is very relevant to road safety.
John Bergman

Blackpool

Evenmore superchargers

Inyour road test of the Tesla Model X
(Autocar, 15 February) you say there
are more than 30 Superchargersin
the UK. There are, in fact, 168.

Daniel Fearns

Via email

Not a great outlook
The news that GM is preparing to
sellits European operations is hardly
asurprise,and the PSA Group was
always the most likely partner.
Atleastitends the unhappy
involvement of GM in Europe. Look
atthe model range: the Astra and
Corsa are vaguely competent but not
exciting; the Cascada, Adam and
Viva are proof of GM’s total failure to
understand European buyers.
Likewise GM’s investment in the
new Insignia. It may be competent,
but no one wants big imageless
saloons any more. It got lucky with
the Mokka, but that’s really a Daewoo
in disguise, and best not mention the
Crossland X and Grandland X. Most
car makers are culling their MPVs, or




atleast making them look like SUVs,
but GM simply makes new MPVs and
gives them silly SUV-type names.
Istill worry it could be the end of
Ellesmere Port and Luton for car and
van making. PSA will use the best
bits of GM’s facilities in Europe and
combine it with its own. Atleast PSA
has woken up to car making reality.
Thope all the Brexiteers will notice
that no foreign-owned manufacturer
wants to make anything in a post-
EU Britain, least of all a French car
maker, probably to be followed by
Honda, Toyota and Nissan/Renault.
David Imrie
Via email

Badge of honour
In Andrew Frankel’s excellent
article on Ferrari at 70 (‘Something
Old, Something new’, 15 February),
he mentions the “prancing horse
emblem of Great War air ace
Francesco Baracca”.

According to the late Brock Yates
in his book Enzo Ferrari: the Man
and the Machine, the emblem was not

Does the prancing
horselogo haveits
roots inGermany?

Baracca’s personally but that of his
squadron, 91a. Baracca probably took
it from an Albatross he shot down,
piloted by a German from Stuttgart.
The prancing horse is the emblem of
the city, which is why the Porsche
badge has an almost identical design.
Andrew Stronach

Sevenoaks, Kent

Alame pony?

The recent story about the Ford
Mustang caught my eye (News, 1
February). In the USit received a
five-star safety result but in Europe
itachieved just two stars from Euro
NCAP because Ford downgraded the
safety kit for European sales.

Shame on you, Ford. Whoever
made this decision should be used as
acrash test dummy in a Euro-spec
Mustang. These actions are far more
serious than any emissions scandal.

Atleast Ford has been shamed into
addressing the problem, but what
about cars already with owners?

Bill O'Shea
Fleet, Hampshire

Mustang’s poor
Euro NCAP rating is
abig deal, says Bill

NEXT WEEKS ok

GREAT REASONS TO BUY

ON SALE 8 MARCH

Geneva motor show latest
Allthe new car reveals, interviews and gossip
from the year's first major European show

Audi A5 Sportback

Eight-page analysis of the second-
gen BMW 4 Series Gran Coupé rival

Volkswagen D

We drive the rear-drive hatch that
marks the start of VW’s EV offensive

The Italdesign story
How it has developed from a styling house
tolaunching a car in its own name

SUBSCRIBE autocar.co.uk/subscribe or see p22
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MINICLUBMAN

RENAULT
KADJAR

Thiscompact crossover has coped
effortlessly with the travails of everyday
life during its 10,000-mile year with us

ime’s up for the Renault
T Kadjar. Its time with
us, thatis, not its time
in the showrooms or on
driveways across the country. Far from
it. The increasing number of them
visible on our roads suggests that the
Kadjar’s time is very much now.
There’s a reason for that - or
several reasons. The Kadjar absolutely
fits the mould of the contemporary
urban crossover, with the added
kudos of sharing its heritage with
the class-defining Nissan Qashqai. It
looks good, it’s priced competitively
and it comes with all the right
equipment and trim options.
Our Kadjar was in Dynamique

66 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017

S Nav form, which sits rightin

the middle of a choice of five spec
options. Its generous list of kit
included automatic dual-zone climate
control, automatic headlights with
an auto high/low beam function,
cornering foglights,lane departure
warning and one-touch folding of the
60/40 split rear seats. It also came
with Renault’s R-Link 2 multimedia
and sat-nav system.

The car was powered by what
Renault simply refers to as its dCi 110
engine, which meansit’s a 1.5-litre
four-pot diesel, and also had the six-
speed EDC dual-clutch automatic
gearbox. The only cost option was
£625 worth of metallic red paint,

RENAULT GLIO RS TROPHY

L

RENAULT KADJAR

and it rode 17in wheels, which were
afree downgrade from this trim’s
standard-fit 19s.

Allthatadded up toavery
agreeable, if not overtly exciting,
proposition over the past year and
10,000 miles. Actually, there was alot
about the car I really quite liked and
one way of quantifying the Kadjar’s
good bits would be to list those that T
miss now it’s gone.

I missits size, for a start. Despite its
apparently chunky proportions, it’s
not much bigger than a Ford Focus
(it’s a tiny bit wider and a bitlonger,
plusit’s higher) soit’s as handily
dimensioned for the motorway as it
is for those back-and-forth local runs

SEAT ATECA SKODAOCTAVIAVRS

A

It’s child’s playtogeta
comfy perch when the
% flooris flat with the lip

to the childminder/shop/dentist that
can make a big estate or larger SUV
feel like a cumbersome hindrance.
One of my firstissues with the Kadjar
was that it felt much larger and more
unwieldy than it actually was, mostly
because the view out across the front
wings gives you little idea where its
extremities are. But once I'd got used
toit,it was fine.

And I'miss the easy-going
flexibility and fine economy of the
1.5-litre diesel engine and, for the
most part, the smooth operation
of the six-speed EDC dual-clutch
automatic gearbox. You have only
108bhp to play with, so it’s not exactly
quick, butit’s a refined powertrain,



lkea held no fears for
our Kadjar, withits
60/40 split rear seats

Front extremities
arehardtosee bu_t
youget used to it

].qoks can deceive:
itisn’t much larger
thana Ford Focus

.
=

-,.A

| liked the easv-goil?g flexibility and fine
economy of the 1.a-litre diesel engine

in terms of the smoothness of
delivery and the suppression of
vibration and, for the most part,
noise in the cabin. The best fuel
economy figure I recorded was
72.4mpg with an almost unrealistic
degree of sustained restraint on

my commute. Overall, it averaged
58.2mpg over a mix of urban and
motorway routes. You could perhaps
better thatifyou tried and almost
certainly do worse if you didn’t.

I also miss its usefully big but not
huge boot, with the handy adjustable
floor (standard on Dynamique S Nav
trim and above). It gives you the
option of a decent-sized luggage hold
with no load lip and hidden storage
beneath, an expanded overall boot
volume with a load lip, or, if you're
creative with the rear half of the
removable floor and insert it on its
edge in an upright position across the
width of the boot, a handy partitioned
section ideal for storing shopping
bags without them falling over.

Other things I miss include
the tidy, hatchback-like handling
(although there’s a caveat that I’ll
mention in a moment), the high-ish
but not step ladder-tall driving
position and the almost-hidden stubby

stalk behind the steering wheel that
lets you operate some multimedia
functions with your fingertipsin a
wholly distraction-free way.

In short, the Kadjar has the
fundamentals covered pretty well,
but the thing it did best was slip
into the role of easy-to-use everyday
driver — which is probably what
an awful lot of people want from
their contemporary crossover. That
perhaps borders on damning with
faint praise, but I really don’t mean
itto. If the Renault’s humdrum
usefulness ever bordered on the
bland, it was always offset by its
attractive and purposeful off-road
aesthetic. And as subjective as that
may sound, simply thinking your
motor looks pretty good as you
approach iton the drivewayorina
car park has real value. It’s largely
why crossovers and SUVs have
become such a sales phenomenon.

What I miss less is the crashy
secondary ride, although that’s
a grudgingly accepted payoff for
the otherwise decent handling.
And Idon’t really miss the R-Link
multimedia system. Its menu logic
isn’t exactly intuitive and its poor
functionality is exacerbated by a

RENAULT KADJAR DCI 110
EDC DYNAMIQUE S NAV

Mileage at start 362
Mileage at end 9695
PRICES
List price new £23,595
List price now £24,845
Price as tested £24,220
Dealer value now £17,974
Privatevaluenow  £15,817
Trade value now £14,688

OPTIONS

Metallic paint £625

FUEL CONSUMPTION AND RANGE

Claimedeconomy  74.3mpg (combined)

Fuel tank 55 litres

Testaverage 58.2mpg

Testbest 72.4mpg

Test worst 44.0mpg

Real-world range 746 miles

0-62mph 11.7sec

Top speed 112mph

Engine 4cyls,1461cc, diesel

Max power 108bhp at 4000rpm

Max torque 184Ib ft at 1750rpm

Transmission 6-spd dual-clutch auto

Boot 472-1478 litres

Wheels 8Jx17in

Tyres 215/60R17,
Continental EcoContact5

Kerb weight 1407kg

SERVICE AND RUNNING COSTS

Contracthirerate  £276 per month
173 99g/km
Service costs None

Other costs None

Fuel costs £888.21
Running costs inc fuel £888.21

Cost per mile 10 pence
Depreciation £9532

Cost per mile inc dep’n £1.07

Faults Alarm sounding at random, warranty fix
6 Apr 2016, 20 Apr, 4 May, 25 May, 8 Jun, 6 Jul, 27
Jul, 17 Aug, 7 Sep, 28 Sep, 26 Oct, 16 Nov, 28 Dec

sometimes recalcitrant touchscreen
that requires too many prods to get
to things that shouldn’t be hidden so
deeply away. The sat-navirritated,
too, defaulting every time to an
automatic zoomed-in view that
showed barely any more than you
could see out of the windscreen. And
it took almost a year to get used to the
flat, roughly credit card-sized ‘key’,
which came without any kind of hole
to attach it to akey ring and was too
thick to slip into a wallet.

So would I buy a Kadjar? Well, I
wouldn’t rule it out. It covers all of
the bases and does little wrong,
although I'd be inclined to save
myselfafew quid and downgrade
to Dynamique Nav spec. And I'm
certainly fond of the crossover
look, which the Renault carries
off particularly well. Ultimately,
however, it would be a purchase
of somewhat grudging familial
necessity rather than selfish desire.
But my suspicion is that I wouldn’t
be alone in that.

TIM DICKSON

OWN ONE? SHARE YOUR EXPERIENGE
tim.dickson@haymarket.com

OUR CARS

POWERTRAIN
Doesn't offer much on paper but the

1.5-litre diesel and six-speed EDC
gearbox are a great combination.

FUEL ECONOMY
Bettered 70mpg on one occasion,

but a day-to-day return in the high
50s is easily achieved.

BOOT
A good size and with flexible

storage options thanks to the flat
floor. Rubber mat was ace, too.

FUEL GAUGE

That its range to empty went blank
below 60 miles was a source of
continual annoyance.

CRASHY RIDE
Payoff for the Kadjar's tidy

handling is a slightly harsh and
noisy secondary ride.
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MILEAGE 13,226

BMW i8

Ponderingits merits against the competition from Porsche

t’sbeen a Porsche
I Panamera-intensive

month, which may seem

like an odd thing to say
inareportona BMW 8, butbear
with me. The one pictured above is
the 4S Diesel, and with 4.0 litres of
twin-turbo V8 power at its disposal,
it gives a similar level of performance
to that offered by the BMW’s 1.5 litres
of three-pot single-turbo hybridised
petrol power. How? Because once
you’ve offset the Porsche’s extra
power and torque against its half
tonne of additional weight, they
actually stack up pretty closely.

I’'m a huge fan of both powertrains.
Truth is,I’'ve never driven a V8 diesel
Ididn’tlike,and the Panamera’s
velvet wallop is something to behold.

The Clio’s EDC
gearbox works
wellin RS mode

MILEAGE 4008

RENAULT GLIO TROPHY

Learning tolive with the quirks of our
hot hatch's paddle shift gearbox

-t

" Andrew would take
his i8 over a hybrid
Porsche Panamera

ALONG CONTINENTALdrive

is traditionally considered a great
opportunity to properly get to know
your new car. However, my Clio

RS Trophy is not the ideal mode of
transport for four lads heading the
French Alps for a snowboarding
trip, despite the factithas alonger
wheelbase than its predecessor.

Although fitting the four of us
inside might have been doable, no
supermini’s boot can accommodate
four sets of cold-weather luggage and
snowboards, too. The Trophy, then,
has been on the shelf , and I’ve been
driving our Audi SQ7.

That doesn’t mean I haven’t been
getting to grips with the Renault.
First on the agenda: that gearbox.
The pronoun is appropriate there,
because whenever I’'m asked about
the car, that is where enquiries begin
and end. How am I living with it?

Well, mostly fine, thanks. Granted,
it’snot as invigorating as a manual
would be, but I’'m not as down on
the EDC ’box as the my colleagues
on the road test desk appear to
be. In the RS driving mode, the
changes are snappy, and downshifts

OUR CARS

But the i8 counters with a deliciously
snarling soundtrack, despite some
sneering at its synthesised nature.

WhatIlike best about these cars
are their iconoclastic natures. I'd
rather drive the i8 on an open road
and sit in traffic in the Porsche, but
the important point is that both
demonstrate that there remain
different ways of getting the job done,
and you don’t have to subscribe to the
jelly-mould norm prevalent in other
areas of the market.

The more relevant Panamera, of
course, is the E-Hybrid. Apologies
for not having a picture of it next
to the i8,but I was on another
continent when I droveit. It uses
a 3.0-litre turbo V6 petrol engine
boosted by electricity and offers a
30-mile electric range. It’s a lot more
affordable than the BMW, Porsche
having slashed its price so, curiously,
it’s now almost £10k cheaper than
the less powerful, non-hybrid petrol
4S using the same engine. But even
though it costs halfas much again,
the i8’s pint-sized powertrainisin a
differentleague to the Porsche motor.

Porsche saysit’s a car bought more
by head than heart, and for a certain
kind of user the running costs are
compelling. But the i has both
bases covered (albeit for a different
customer) and, hypercars aside, it
remains the only hybrid so to do.
ANDREW FRANKEL

BMW i8
Price £104,540 Price as tested £108,615
Economy 43.2mpg Faults None
Expenses None Last seen1.2.17

OWN ONE? SHARE YOUR EXPERIENGE
autocar@haymarket.com

are accompanied by the kind of
Akrapovic exhaust ‘pop’ that makes
ahot supermini so much more
memorable than aregular one.

However, there’s no escaping the
fact that the auto makes the keen
driver suffer when left to its own
devices. This occurs in less frenetic
moments, such as coasting uptoa
roundabout, when you’ve minutely
judged a gap in the traffic — only to
find a lull in momentum as the ’box
ponders which cog you might need
when you get back on the gas.

That is hardly a fault noticeable
solely in the Clio’s automatic ’box —
many slushers suffer from it - but
because you’re otherwise surrounded
by the trappings of a hot hatch, it’s
all the more noticeable — and, by
degrees, less forgiveable.

LUC LACEY

RENAULT CLIO RS 220
TROPHY
Price £22,425 Price as tested £26,520
Economy 30.1mpg Faults None
Expenses None Last seen 8.2.17
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MILEAGE 5094

SKODA OGTAVIA VRS

A cross-country mission to collect magazines tests its mettle

was on a mission to
I drive from my home

in Basingstoke to

Shropshire, to pick-up a
50-year collection of Autocar back
issues. It’s a three-and-a-bit-hour trip
each way, so I needed a car that was
adept at covering ground quickly and
able to carry a fair load. Our Octavia
VRS Estate ticked those boxes.

Asan added bonus, it was an
absolute hoot to thread along the dry
A-roads north of Shrewsbury, and
both comfortable and secure during
the drive back down the M6 and M5
in horrendous monsoon conditions.

The only area that showed up
the Octavia was its infotainment.
I’'m somewhat spoilt by a modern
car that seamlessly hooks up to my
smartphone, but I ran out of patience
trying to work out how to pair my
phone to the Octavia, even though a
sub-menu on the main screen teased
me that it was possible. The car’s
regular keeper, Alex Robbins, later

MILEAGE 2014

KIANIR

Tech lags behind today’s standards

explained that you pair your phone
via the multi-function display on the
instrument panel. Of course you do.
Another blow was the lack of
DAB radio. I'd forgotten what it
was like to listen to the Saturday
afternoon football on BBC Radio 5
Live as waves of static wash over the
medium-wave signal.
Minor quibbles both, though;
we managed without such things
for decades, and it just means the
engaging manner in which the
Octavia drives is the real focal point.

KIA CLAIMS THE petrol-electric
Niro hybrid can achieve combined
fuel economy of 64.2mpg. I devised
abasic test to see what the caris
capable of in the real world.
Iplanned to drive 100 miles from
my home in Sunbury to visit my
parents in Northamptonshire, a
journey that includes motorways,
dual carriageways and urban roads.
On the outward leg I'd use some
‘hypermiling’ driving techniques in
abid to tease out the fuel economy,
but for the return leg, I'd drive the
Niro in a more carefree fashion.
Autocar’s resident eco-driving
obsessive, Tim Dickson, offered
advice, namely to anticipate the road
ahead, avoid sudden acceleration
or deceleration and stick to electric

Well, that and its load-lugging
ability. As it was, I was only able to
carry halfof the collection. The Skoda
had plenty of space to spare, but I'd
underestimated just how heavy the
stash of mags would be. As each
large box was loaded into the boot, I
checked the clearance between rear
wheel arch and tyre and wondered
whether I would have been better off
using aless-potent load-lugger with a
standard ride height. Mind you, that
wouldn’t have been halfas much fun.
MATT BURT

SKODA OCTAVIA 2.0 TDI
VRS ESTATE
Price new (2011) £19,905 Price now £15,000
Economy 47.3mpg Faults Starting glitch
Expenses None Last seen 25.1.17

OWN ONE? SHARE YOUR EXPERIENGE
matt.burt@haymarket.com

power at lower speeds. I also travelled
atnight when there was less traffic.

I measured the fuel economy on
the trip computer. It isn’t always the
last word in accuracy, but it gave
me a comparison. The result was
adisappointing 48.5mpg for the
outward leg and 45.0mpg for the
return trip. A fluke, perhaps? To find
out, we’re putting a Niro through our
more thorough True MPG test. Stand
by for the results.

DARREN MOSS

KIA NIRO 1.6 GDI HEV 3 DCT
Price £24,695 Price as tested £25,240
Economy 45mpg Faults Drained battery
Expenses None Last seen 18.1.17

OUR CARS

Bentley Bentayga
MILEAGE 4764 LAST SEEN 1217

| always knew the Bentley's fuel
economy would be steep (18-
22mpg), but | didn't expect it to drink
screenwash quite the way it does.
You have to fill it every week or so. It
stands to reason, what with all those
screen jets, the tendency of the

rear screen to need a lot of cleaning
and the consumption of the integral
headlight washers. With everything
on, it’s like the Niagara Falls. SC

Mini Clubman Cooper D

MILEAGE 6426 LAST SEEN 1.2.17

Lots of cars have a little red light
that flashes to show they're locked/
alarmed. It is often on the dash, or
on the door top. The Mini has one
but, curiously, it's on the aerial at
the back of the roof. Nothing wrong
with that, mind, but it's surprising —
maybe —how many people notice it
and mention it. Should stop planes
landing oniit, if nothing else. SP

LYy

Seat Ateca
MILEAGE 4987
Suchis the world in which we live, |
occasionally feel vulnerable walking
tomy carin the dark. Of course, the
more light the better,and soit’s
an encouraging by-product of the
Ateca’s branded puddie lights that |
feel more comfortable returning to
the car with them than without them.
It's likely a false sense of security,
but every little helps.RB

LAST SEEN 1.2.17
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USED CARS

WITH JAMES RUPPERT, THE HIGH PRIEST OF BANGERNOMICS

LEAD US NOT INTO SENSATION

A 2.0 V6-engined
Rover 75 would be a
great buy for £1000

Don'tlet scare stories put you off, but do your homework first, says James Ruppert

n an effort to prove that
we do keep our fingers
ever so slightly on the
used car market pulse,
isn’tit terrible about those Nissan
Navaras snapping in half?

The interesting thing about
stories like that is when they make
the crossover from part-apocryphal
‘don’t buy one of those because
that happens’ status to making the
national news in a sensationalist
fashion. It helps if there’s a dramatic
picture of a brokeback pick-up, or a
Vauxhall Zafira on a medium heat, to
reference two recent tabloid exposés.

With thatin mind, I don’t think
many of these issues are going to
affect Autocar readers very much at
all. You don’t do kneejerk responses.
The truth is that it’s always best to
apply scepticism and cynicism to
every used car purchase, irrespective
of what the vehicle actually is.

I get to hear my unfair share of
used car rumours, and I'm glad that
Idon’tchoose to give them an airing.
So for the time being, until we have
all the facts, it is best not to speculate
on which are, or are not, the models
to considering buying.

Over the years there have been
more than a few used cars that
you may have been told not to buy
because of one thing or another.

There’s the old Rover head gasket
chestnut, for one. It’s important to
be careful, and the four-cylinder
unit certainly has issues and should
make you think again about an MG
F (but then you probably weren’t
considering one in the first place).

But, as I never tire of pointing out,
aRover 75 with a 2.0 V6 has to be the
perfect comfy runaround, and it has
less propensity to blow its top than a

four-pot. For £1000 you can get a nice

Connoisseur with a year’s MOT.

Over the years there have been a few used
cars you may have been told not to buy
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Then again, I wouldn’t splash out
£1000 on a W210 Mercedes-Benz
E-Class, which can be stupidly rusty.
You do have to shop carefully for
those. It doesn’t matter which spec
you go for, because an Elegance will
rotjustas badly as a Classic. This
was a full-blown nightmare on our
salty roads in the early 2000s, but
Mercedes seems to have survived it
all with barely a scratch. Certainly
better than Rover, anyway.

This all goes to prove that these

-

stories fade away with time, and once
the problem has been satisfactorily
sorted, nobody cares any more. See
the Takata airbageddon situation for
further evidence of that.

If sensational car reliability stories
have any worth in the red-tops — and
increasingly on social media — then
itis to make all used car buyers think
twice before taking the plunge, so
they do have a purpose of sorts.
Meanwhile, just remember not to
jump to any used car conclusions.

W210 E-Class
has a history
of rust issues




TALES FROM RUPPERT'S GARAGE WHAT I SPIED IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

SMART
SOVEREIGN
FOR £6Kk

Drive away in a distinguished Daimier

Will the Daimler name will ever return? At least
it's not too late to get a crinkle-grilled XJ8 from
the classified ads. So here's a1999 4.0 Sovereign

MILEAGE 72,827 for £6000. It's got 79,000 miles, along
wheelbase and all the walnut and chrome you

could want. Just a few owners and the last one
VUI_KSWAGEN PUI_U 1 4 since 2003, whichiis the consistency you need
with older, expensive and more complicated cars.
Water polo: 'm sureit’'s fun to play —itlooks like a sort of
organised semi-drowning - but itisn't so clever whenit comes
tothe teenager’s toy car.Inthis case it means aslightly damp
rear footwell, but only whenitrains, of course.

The other week | asked the garage toinvestigate, but it
couldn'tfind a problem. Then helpful reader Ed Sinclair gotin .
touchandsuggestedthatllook at the seals around the rear £135K |
light clusters. It worked for him onhis daughter’s Polo. A dab of FERRARI :

sealant later, he says, theleak was no more.l'llmake some time
totryitoutinthe Coming days. Net VUUTSB" afour- wheel [ITIVB Ferrari

The practical, four-seat Ferrari FF really exists
to tempt those who want to put a few miles on
the clock and possibly do the school run. They're
not especially cheap, and here's a 2012 example
for £134,990 to proveit. It has a solid 29,000
miles under its wheels and comes with bi-xenon
headlights and 20in alloys. There’s a tonne of
specification, but the parcel nets in the boot
would arguably be the most useful day to day.

| | \ 1L

I {|‘ £7k

FAMILY

Captur the moment in a small SUV

Ford Focus Estate e " a3 » o SUVs are where it is at for most family and
N 2 3 mature buyers. Here, then, is a photofit picture

Andrew Thornton likes to put his faith in Ford Focus servicing, all it needed was a new heater fan, two lower of what we should all be driving: a Renault Captur
Estates. The one pictured had two owners before him wishbones and two track rod ends. It averaged 49mpg. TCe Dynamique MediaNav. It's from 2013 and
and was bought for £700 at the end of 2012. “Isold it for £150 and it was replaced with another has 51,000 miles and all the Bluetooth trickery

“It was a 2001 TDDi with 138,000 miles and a full Mk1Focus Estate, this time a20031.8 petrol.” and easy fingertip controls for the audio. Paying
history,” he says. “The original plan was to keep it £7288 for a small, state-of-the-art people-mover
for two years and then sellit, but because it was so SEND YOUR USED CAR TALES T0 with some attitude seems reasonable, especially

reliable, | kept it for just over three years, by which
time it had done 183,000 miles. Apart from routine

&James@bangemomics com given the cruise control and heated mirrors.
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WHY YOU NEED A USED

AUDI 83

IN YOUR LIFE

\ |
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56 ZV

10U56 ZVD
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PREMIUM RATE NUMBER

The second-generation AudiS3is an understated performance hatch
that'sholdingits value. John Evans finds out if the high prices are justified

here’s nothing like
T stuffing a few extra
horsepower under the
bonnet to set tongues
wagging. The original S3, which
was on sale from 1999 to 2003,
made do first with 207bhp and
later with 221bhp from its 1.8-litre
turbocharged engine. Useful enough
for 0-62mph in a claimed 6.7sec, but
not exactly the stuff of legend.

Soin 2006, Audi presented an all-
new S3. Powered by a strengthened
version of the VW Group’s 2.0 TFSI
engine, it breathed through alarger
turbocharger, its air was chilled by an
uprated intercooler and it produced
261bhp at 6000rpm. It spooled up
quickly for a big blower, developing
258Ib ft from aslow as 2500rpm
and feeding it to all four wheels, as
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required, through a Haldex coupling.
The result? A 0-62mph of 5.5sec and
alimited top speed of 155mph.

Now people were talking, and not
only about the S3’s VW Golf R32-
beating performance. The Audi’s
suspension — made of aluminium to
reduce unsprung weight — had been
retuned to make the car more incisive
but was still capable of riding sweetly.

The choice of transmissions was
either a six-speed manual or a six-
speed S tronic. The latter changes
gearsin a blink, but the manual is
more tactile. Thatis to be valued in a
car that, in truth, doesn’t feel quite as
connected or communicative as, say,
the Renault Mégane RS.

The Audi S3 was a three-door
from the off. The five-door Sportback
followed in 2008 but is a rare bird,

partly because it weighs more and is
longer and less agile.

Being an Audi, the S3’s design
is conservative inside and out and
has weathered changing fashions
well. The interior is mostly tough,
although the standard seats can look
very tired and the optional sports
seats are better in all respects.

Standard kit included partleather,
dual-zone climate control and 18in
alloys, but most buyers upgraded to
full leather, heated seats and smarter
wheels. You could add full sports
seats, a surround-sound stereo, a
flat-bottomed steering wheel and
parking sensors, too.

A faceliftin 2008 brought a
restyled front and rear with a new
grille,daytime running lights
and xenon headlights, optional

magnetorheological dampers and

a quicker-reacting Haldex system.
ABlack Edition arrived a couple of
years later touting dechromed looks
and asat-nav.

Prices are all over the place today,
with many early 2007 S3s well into
five figures, which is ambitious. And
it’s notjust dealers: private sellers
arein on the game too. In part,it’sa
legacy of the model’s steep £30,000
retail price, but even so, there’s a
whiff of opportunistic speculation.

Our advice is tolook long and hard,
placing a value on originality, history
and condition over kit and upgrades.
Assume most mid-priced cars are
being advertised at about £1000 too
much. Sober colours suit the S3; go
for Solar Orange if you must, but the
paint must be in very good condition.



S3 uses aHaldex-
based four-wheel
drive system

How much oil even
a healthy S3 can

consume in as little
as 600 miles.

Seats wear easily;
optional sports
items are better

The 33is GOHSBTVEIH‘\;B Insicde and out and
has weathered changing fashions well

Anexpert's view

MARK MCMANUS,

MDM TECHNIK

“The S3is atough car, although the
interiors of older ones can look tired.
Take care when buying earlier, pre-
facelift models. The high-pressure fuel
injection system brought problems,
including carbon build-up on the inlet
valves. The fuel is sprayed so precisely
that there's little chance for it to
spread out and wash the valves, so
over time they accumulate deposits
and must be cleaned. You'll feel it
because power will be reduced. Early
cars also had coil issues, which was
resolved by fitting upgraded OE coils.
For S3s of all ages, you want evidence
of regular 9000-mile oil changes

and air filter and plug changes every
38,000 miles.”

Buyer beware...

H ENGINE

Cambelt needs changing every 57,000
miles or five years; do the water pump
at the same time. Earlier cars suffer
wear of the camshaft lobe that drives
the high-pressure fuel pump. Check it
every 45,000 miles. If wear gets bad,
fuel pressure falls and the engine goes
into limp mode. On cars of all ages,

the positive crankcase ventilation
(PCV) valve can leak, drawing air into
the crankcase. A diagnostic reader

will display ‘Unmetered air onintake".
The PCV valve needs a carbon-clear
service every 60,000 miles to clean
intake valve deposits.

H GEARBOX

Manual generally trouble free although
noises on deceleration could be a hint
that arebuildis due. The S tronic needs
anoil service every 38,000 miles;
Haldex 4WD system likes fresh oil
every 20,000 miles.

H BRAKES AND SUSPENSION
No brake issues except accelerated
wear due to hard driving. The S3's
shocks can leak and older cars’ rear
springs can break. Console bushesin
early cars’ front wishbones can split;
later cars were fitted with uprated
bushes. The rear suspension bushes
cangive up at 80k miles.

H INTERIOR
Generally tough but standard seats

HOW TO GET ONE IN YOUR GARAGE

can wear badly. Check all controls
work; rear wiper is prone to failure.

H BODY AND CHASSIS

Rust protection is excellent, so suspect
accident history if you see rust. Rear
subframes should be free of it, too.

Also worth knowing

Consider a12-month extended all-
component Audi warranty. Cover for
the ‘One we found' car below would
cost £1285, with a £100 excess.

How much to spend

£4500-£6250
Early S3s with around 130,000 miles.

£6500-£8500
More early cars but with 80-100k miles.

£8750-£9750
Some strongly priced O7-plate cars;
more 08/09 cars with up to 100k miles.

£9995-£10,500
High-mileage facelift 2010/59-plate
cars; pricey 07-09s up to 100k miles.

£10,995-£11,995

Best of the low-mileage 07-09 cars,
and still some leggy examples. The
occasional 2010 Sportback, too.

£12,000-£13,500
Lots of 2009 cars; also 2010 cars with
reasonable miles and the first 2011/12s.

One we found
AUDI S3, 2008/08,

85K MILES, £8995

Astrongly priced S3in ‘excellent
condition’ would fetch around £7850
at auction, so there's some haggling to
do. Still, it has a full Audi history, both
keys and two previous owners, and the
private seller points out a small dent,
which is reassuringly upfront.
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MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER PHEV gy

FORJUSTE£299 - -

PER MONTH

PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT

ZERO ZERO CONGESTION

LEATHER | SATELLITE
ROAD TAX CHARGE’

SEATS | NAVIGATION | 4WD | AUTOMATIC |

Drive away a pre-owned Outlander PHEV, the UK's most popular plug-in hybrid vehicle.

You could own a luxury full size 4WD SUV, capable of delivering up to 156mpg>. We've got a limited number of
these low mileage vehicles that are less than 10 months old and come with all the benefits of the Mitsubishi
Approved Used Car Programme, including guaranteed service history, roadside assistance, free annual health check
and a 30 day vehicle exchange plan. What's more, they come with 4 years’ manufacturer’s warranty.

BECAUSE ITSNEW TO YOU

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Pre-owned 16MY Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV GX4h
On the Road (OTR) Price £27,000 Total Amount of Credit £20’020
Customer Deposit £6’980 Total Amount Payable £29 ,864

36 Monthly Payments £299 Duration of Agreement ( mths 37
Option to Purchase Fee (inc in final payment) | £10 Representative APR 5_9% APR
Optional Final Payment £12120 | Interest Rate (fixed) 31%
A®® YOS Yo B T
msmnv MULTI-POINT VEHICLE MOT LIFETIME GUARANTEED USED
mﬂlﬁ VEHICLE CHECK INSUWCE EXCHANGE PLAN PROTECTION HEALTH CHECK SERVICE HISTORY

1. The PCP finance plan shown above is only available between 29th December 2016 and 29th March 2017 at participating Retailers only. With PCP you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (a) return the vehicle and not pay the Optional Final Payment. If the vehicle has
exceeded the maximum agreed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In this example, 9p plus VAT per excess mile above the maximum agreed mileage. If the vehicle is in good condition (fair wear and tear) and has not exceeded the maximum agreed mileage you will have
nothing further to pay; (b) pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (c) part exchange the vehicle subject to settlement of your existing credit agreement; new credit agreements are subject to status. The example is based upon an annual mileage of 10,000 miles. Credit is
subject to status and only available to UK residents aged 18 and over resident in Mainland UK and N. Ireland. This credit offer is only available through Shogun Finance Ltd t/a Finance Mitsubishi, 116 Cockfosters Rd, Barnet, EN4 0DY. Finance Mitsubishi is part of Lloyds Banking
Group. Optional Final payments and monthly repayments may vary dependent upon date of registration and mileage, examples are a guide. Offer subject to availability, whilst stocks last and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. 2. Congestion Charge application required,
subject to administrative fee. 3. Official EU MPG test figure shown as a guide for comparative purposes and is based on the vehicle being charged from mains electricity. This may not reflect real driving results.



PAST

MASTER

MERGEDES-BENZ 190

Thereassuringly weighty and mechanically robust original baby
Merc makes a superb starter classic, as Alex Robbins finds out

ake just one look at the
styling of a Mercedes-
Benz 190 and you’ll know
in an instant whatit’s
like to drive and own. That three-box
profile speaks of the solidity, comfort
and robustness it delivers — and
that’s exactly what makes the first
baby Mercedes such a cracking
modern classic today.

The 190 was released in 1982, in
90bhp carburettor and fuel-injected,
122bhp 190 E forms. The latter
remained at the core of the 190 range
for most ofits life. It was joined
by a 2.6-litre straight six, a series
of diesels and a succession of ever
more potent 16-valve models, which
culminated in the truly special 2.5-16
Evolution II. Production stopped in
1993 — an impressively long run with
barely any major tweaks — when the
190 was replaced by the W202, the
first C-Class.

Cooking 190s like this one have
long sat at the bottom of the Mercedes
tree in terms of used values, and only
now that the W202 is into banger
territory are they being undercut. But
agood 190 like this one can still be
bought for very reasonable money.

The example tested here hasa
manual gearbox. Merc manuals
have never been great, and this one
is no exception. The rubbery change,
vague action and long throw mean
you’ll quickly decide that an auto box
is pretty much a must-have.

TESTED 25.1.17, SURREY ON SALE 1982-1993 PRIGE £800-£10,000

In common with most Mercs of Its era,
the 190 is a smoochy old cruiser

It'd suit the character of the car far
better, too. If you’re rowing through
the gears, chances are you’re driving
a190 the wrong way. Corners are not
to be blasted through at maximum
attack speed; that approach will
provoke a dose of tail squat and
body roll, sending the inside front
corner into the air.

Mind you, even then there’s a sense
of the hilariously over-engineered
nature of the car, because the roll is
progressive, the chassis is balanced
and the responses are predictable.

In other words, a 190 might notlike
being driven in this way, but at least it
will deal with it safely and securely.

It is much more enjoyable to

The chassis isn’t set
up forapress-on
approach to corners

relax and bimble along in a 190. In
common with most Mercs of'its era,
itis first and foremost a smoochy old
cruiser. It’s quiet and unassuming
while pottering around town, and out
on the motorway it lopes disdainfully
over expansion joints and remains
wonderfully stable yet eternally
comfortable. Although it never gets
anywhere near being fast, the crisp
throttle response and the 1997cc
engine’s solid wodge of torque are
endlessly satisfying.

This one has done more than
200,000 miles yet still feels as tight
as abutton. That’s partly because it’s
owned by Mercedes and, as such, has
been frequently and carefully fettled.

The 190's robust buildmakes it ideal for daily use

But even without such attention,
190s are renowned for being robust,
long-lived and mechanically simple,
making them ideal classics for those
buying on a budget.
Sowhatifitisn’t the sharpest
tool in the box? Sportiness isn’t
everything. Instead, the 190 isa
calm, collected stalwart thatis
maturing into a durable modern
classicyou can still get out and about
in as much as you fancy.

MERCEDES-BENZ 190 E 2.0

A modern classic that is comfy,
unhurried and solid, and even now
feels like it willgo on forever

Yok e

Price £800-£10,000 (excl. 16V)
Engine 4 cyls,1997cc, petrol
Power 122bhp at 5300rpm
Torque 1291b ft at 3500rpm
Gearbox 5-spd manual
Kerbweight  1180kg

0-62mph 10.9sec

Top speed 121mph

Economy 26mpg

RIVALS BMW 3 Series,

Audi 80, Saab 900
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Turn your garage into a showro

' . L . .
4 — ' Robust interlocking
' floor tiles

No messy adhesives |

Installation service
available

B !
Sy *Sw  (all 01676 523386 O/

for your no obligation _
. quotation

el sevic ot aalae o e f e UK - catac ot for G, WWW.DYNOTILE.CO.UK

Benefits available can include:

M FREE Legal Cover B Modifications Cover
W Breakdown Cover M Limited Mileage Discounts
m Agreed Valve m Club Membership Discounts

78 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 1MARCH 2017




ROAD TEST RESULTS ;

Facts, figures, from the best road tests

No one produces as thorough a judgement on a new
car as Autocar. As well as acceleration, braking, fuel
economy and noise tests, we carry out benchmark
limit-handling tests, setting lap times if appropriate.
But we don't just drive at the track, essential asitis
for finding the limits of performance; we also drive on
awide range of roads. We aim to produce the most
complete, objective verdict in the business, so you can
be sure how good a car is. Where we have tested more
than one modelin arange, the rating is for the range
overall; where a model within the range meets our
coveted five-star standard, it is highlighted in yellow.
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ALFA ROMEO
Mito 3dr hatch * & k5
1.4Cloverleaf 136 7.9 211 69 7.3 27 168 184 23.2 36/42 1265 1.4.10

Giulietta Sdr hatch * % x5

2.0JTDm 135 84 22377 19 27 168 258 34.8 40/57
4C 2dr coupé/convertible * k7

Spider 160 51 12.4 40 58 297237 258 29.6 32/44 940 27116

B3 Biturbo 4dr saloon * % i
B3Biturbo 155 47 10.3 3.8 6.8 2.9 404 443 41.5 27/35 1610 29.8.13

Atom Odr open * * %k

1475 13.10.10

v8 170 3.0 57 19 3.7 255475 268 164 21/37 650 10.8.1
Nomad Odr open * * k%
Nomad 125 45 127 39 77 310 235 221 267 —-/- 735 24.6.15

ASTON MARTIN

V8 Vantage 2dr coupé * %

V8Roadster 175 5.2 12.0 3.6 79 27 380 302 26.0 17/22 1713 25.4.07
GT8 190 4.6 104 3.6 6.1 2.6 440 361 25.3 19/29 1530 12.10.16
DB11 2dr coupé * * % * -

LaunchEdition 200 40 8.4 3.0 10. 2.6 600 516 46.2 24/34 1910 21.9.16
Rapide 4dr saloon * % 7'

Rapide S 190 5.3 11.3 4.3 83 3.03550 457 33.6 19/23 1990 20.3.13
A1 3dr hatch *xk k-

1.4TFSISport 126 8.4 22.4 89 128 2.2 120 148 30.2 34/43 1165 10.11.10
N 155 5.9 14.4 52 54 2.6 228 273 25.6 30/39 1390 28.5.14
A3 3dr/5dr hatch * k%

2.0TDISport 134 89 259 1.4 10.8 2.7 148 236 30  48/59 1355 26.9.2
Sbacke-tron 138 7.9 209 6.6 85 3.0 201 258 30.7 45/49 1540 31.12.14
RS3$'Back 155 41 103 3.7 77 2.8 362 343 342 26/37 1595 10.6.15
A4 4dr saloon * * k't

2.0TDISline 147 8.4 22.2 7.3 1.2 31 187 295 371 45/50 1940 A4.1.15
A5 2dr coupé/convertible * ki

S5 155 49 1.7 44 9.7 3.0 349 369 405 26/33 1615 1.LI7
A6 4dr saloon/5dr estate * x k'

3.0TDISE 155 7.2 203 64 39 29 201 295 399 34/46 1805 19.10.1
RS6 Avant 155 3.7 87 31 128 24 552 516 40.0 20/28 2010 3.7.13
A7 Sportback 4dr saloon * % % k'

3.0V6TDI 155 6.7 18.7 6.5 *4.0 2.8 241 369 429 31/40 1940 9.2.1
TT 2dr coupé/convertible K x *

2.0TFSIS-ine 155 6.6 145 5.0 6.5 2.5 227 273 30. 29/35 1305 26.11.14
RS 155 3.6 84 3.0 7.8 27 394 354 351 27/37 1440 71216
Q2 5dr SUV kv

1.4TFSISport 132 8.1 239 8.2 9.8 2.7 148 184 29.4 45/56 1265 9.1.16
Q3 5dr SUV * ki

2.0TDISE 132 8.3 255 81 *1.527 175 280 35.8 33/46 1710 16.1.11
RS 155 5.0 12.6 45 8.3 2.8 306 310 324 324 1655 1114
Q7 5dr SUV &k k-

3.0TDISline 145 6.2 17.6 6.2 *3.8 - 268 443 476 32/36 2245 12.8.15
$Q74.07DI 155 50 12.6 44 1.0 29 429 664 416 24/38 2330 26.10.16
R8 2dr coupé * Kk k k7

V10Plus 20531 67 26 57 2.8 602 413 26.8 15/23 1555 30.12.15

BENTLEY

Continental GT 2dr coupé/convertible * % % *

GTCV8 187 45 10.8 39 *2.7 2.8 500 487 274 18/27 2470 4.4.12
GT 198 4.6 109 4.2 *2.425 567 516 349 7/15 2375 1.6.11
Flying Spur 4dr saloon * %k 47/

w12 200 45 104 3.6 8.4 3.0 616 590 445 18/26 2475 1.8.13
Mulsanne 4dr saloon * %k %'

6.75V8 184 5.7 137 48 *2.82.6 505 752 44.8 18/21 2745 219.11
Bentayga 5dr SUV xxk ki

wi2 187 49 1.6 44 87 3.0 600 664 48.2 20/25 2440 18.5.16

1Series 3dr/Sdr hatch * x x4/

116dEDPlus 124 10.2 30.0 10.0 17.3 — 114 199 37.7 54/60 1395 27.5.15
2 Series 3dr coupé/convertible *x %

220dSE 143 7.8 209 7.3 88 29 181 280 39.6 46/62 1450 19.3.14
220dC'vble 140 8.5 24.7 84 9.0 21 187 295 345 50/53 1610  1.4.15
M235i 155 6.3 147 57 54 27 322 332 281 26/35 1530 23.4.14
M2 155 4.4 10.3 3.6 6.2 2.6 365 343 33.7 31/37 1595 15.6.16
2 Series Active Tourer S5dr MPV * k¢

218dLuxury 129 89 26.5 8.7 121 3.0 148 243 40.4 42/56 1450 24.12.14
3 Series 4dr saloon/5dr estate/5dr hatch * % J

320d Sport 146 7.7 209 7.6 9.7 2.6 181 280 36.2 41/57 1535 22.2.12
330dTouring 155 5.5 14.2 51 8.8 2.6 255 413 45.2 43/54 1735 21.1L12
318dSportGT 130 9.5 28.6 9.5 12.4 2.7 141 236 36.5 50/57 1615 17.7.13
4 Series 2dr coupé * * kK 7c

435iMSport 155 5.5 13.2 5.2 6.3 2.7 302 295 28.2 28/37 1585 18.9.13

Wm0

(S
=0
- |
==

» 30-70MPH Indicates overtaking ability
through the gears

» 50-70MPH Recordedin top gear (*kickdown
with an automatic) and demonstrates flexibility

» FUEL ECONOMY Prior to 7.1.15, figures are
touring, recorded over a set road route, and test
average. From 7.1.15 on, figures are average and
extra-urban, to the What Car?/True MPG standard

» BRAKING 60-0MPH Recorded on a high-grip
surface at atest track

» MPH/1000RPM Figure is the speed achieved

intop gear
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M4 155 41 8.8 3.2 61 2.4 425 406 340 29/36 1585 9.7.14
5 Series 4dr saloon/Sdr GT/5dr estate * * %k c
530dSE 155 6.4 161 54 *3.33.0 241 398 481 36/46 1830 31.3.10
ActiveHybrid5 155 5.6 13.5 5.0 10.5 2.6 335 332 40.4 27/33 1925 23.5.12
M5 155 43 9.0 3.6 6.4 2.8 552 502 38.2 19/28 1975 29.2.11
6 Series 2dr coupé/convertible * x x
640dMSport 155 5.3 131 4.6 *2.7 2.6 309 464 421 33/45 1840 2111
7 Series 4dr saloon * %k '
730Ld 153 6.4 171 6.0 8.2 31 261 457 50.2 40/49 1795 1115
i3 5dr hatch * x k'
1.3RangeExtd 93 81 - 7.6 *49 3.4 168 184 - 294wh/m 1390 22..14
i8 2dr coupé * * kK 4
i8 155 45 10.6 3.7 3.3 2.8 357 420 33.3 50/40 1560 17.9.4
X1 5dr SUV %k ki
xDrive20dxLine136 8.2 24.2 8.0 1.8 2.8 187 295 351 43/49 1625 14.10.15
X3 5dr SUV %k %k ¢
xDrive20dSE 130 8.4 27.4 8.7 10.7 3.5 181 280 33.5 37/43 1825 12..11
X4 5dr SUV k% v
xXDrive30d 145 59 169 58 1.1 2.6 255 416 43.7 34/45 1895 27.8.14
X5 5dr SUV # &k k s
XDriveM50d 155 5.7 15.3 5.2 9.5 29 376 546 40.5 28/34 2265 13.1.13
M 155 4.2 9.8 3.5 10.2 2.8 567 553 42.3 21/26 2350 13.5.15
X6 5dr SUV * k% c
xXDrive35d 47 73 212 71 *41 2.6 282 428 34.0 26/31 2275 11.6.08

Veyron 2dr coupé * kx4
SuperSport 268 2.6 5.0 1.7 59 2.6 183 1106 40.6 12/18 1995 2311

CATERHAM

Seven 2dr roadster %k %k r

CSR260 143 41 9.8 31 44 33 260 200 22.8 24/26 570 11.10.05
160 100 84 - 87 76 48 80 79 167 39/45 490 20.1.13
6205 145 38 9.2 3.2 57 27 310 219 2.2 25/29 610 9.3.16

CHEVROLET

Camaro 2dr coupé * x % k¢
6.2V8 155 5.6 12.4 45 12.2 27 426 419 433 23/29 175 20.6.12
Corvette 2dr coupé * * % k¢
Stingray 181 44 94 33 1.7 2.3 460 465 48.4 22/33 1539 8.10.14

CHRYSLER

300C 4dr saloon * *x
3.0Executive 144 7.3 211 7.5 *4.52.6 236 399 38.8 30/34 2040 29.8.12

CITROEN
€3 5dr hatch * &k
P'tech110Flair 117 9.6 36.6 9.4
€4 5dr hatch *x %

10.5 2.6 108 151 27  47/62 1050 28.12.16

2.0HDiExcl. 129 8.5 252 79 9.2 315 148 251 34.2 43/49 1470 5.1
€4 Cactus 5dr hatch * %5
1.6BlueHDi100 114 1.8 41.2 1.7 72 29 99 187 36.1 47/62 1225 16.7.14

C4 Grand Picasso 5dr MPV * sk k¢
2.0BlueHDi 130 10.1 301 9.6 12.5 29 148 273 347 44/52 1430 27.11.13

Sandero 5dr hatch *xx
1.275Access 97 153 - 176 23030 74 79 203 32/38 941 27.2.13

3 5dr hatch * % &

BlueHDi120 118 99 322 94 1.1 31 118 210 364 59/67 1150 23.3.6

4 Crosshack 5dr hatch * * %

BlueHDi120 117 12.0 48.8 12.3 18.0 29 118 221 36.7 49/50 1290 6.1.16

5 5dr hatch % & ko5

2.0HDi160 134 91 265 87 1.0 29 161 251 401 42/55 1660 18.4.12
FERRARI

488 GTB 2dr coupé * % * * k

488GTB 20530 59 20 3.7 243661 561 289 -/- 1525 25.5.16

F12 2dr coupé * * % i

F12Berlinetta 211 3.0 6.5 2.3 54 2.2 731 509 29.7 13/18 1630  6.11.13

FIAT

Panda 5dr hatch * &k k¥

1.2Easy 102 146 - 153 199 3.0 68 75 22.2 39/49 1020 25.4.12
4xATwinAir 103 146 - 158 16.0 3.0 84 107 20.8 37/44 1050 17.4.13
500 3dr hatch * %%

Abarth 595 130 75 201 64 7.0 2.8 158 170 239 34/39 1035 26.2.14
500Twinair 108 1.7 - 13 153 3.3 84 107 229 35/39 1070 24.1.10
Tipo 5dr hatch *

1.6Mjetlounge124 9.6 31.6 9.8 87 29 118 236 350 49/62 1295 2.11.16
124 Spider 2dr roadster * % i

Lusso Plus 134 73 209 71 7.2 2.8 138 177 249 34/38 1050 28.9.6

ROAD TEST RESULTS

Make and Model
Top speed
0-60mph
0-100mph
30-70mph
50-70mph
Braking 60-Omph
Power (bhp)
Torque (Ib/ft)
Mph/1000rpm
Mpg test/touring
Weight (kg)
TESTDATE

B-Max 5dr MPV % % ki

1.0TEcoboost 117 1.6 39.0 1.1 1.0 2.8 118 147 23.6 35/41 1345 2..3

Fiesta 3/5dr hatch *kk k'

1.4Zetec 109 119 434 19 21.8 27 95 94 219 34/41 1090 15.10.08

ST-2 13770 170 60 71 2.6 180 177 26.5 32/41 1163 15.5.13

Focus 5dr hatch Kk #*'r

1.5TDCiZetec 121 10.9 36.3 109 10.3 3.35118 199 33.1 59/63 1343 28.1.15

RS 165 5.3 139 53 69 3.5 345 325 27.3 28/37 1599 4.5.16

Grand C-Max Sdr MPV * % %

2.0TDCiT'ium 124 9.2 28.6 8.8 111 2.8 138 236 35.6 37/48 1705 17.11.10

S-Max Sdr MPV * k% -

2.0TDCiT'im 123 10.5 32.0 10.4 13.9 2.5 148 258 39.5 44/46 1725 26.8.15

Grand Tourneo Connect Sdr MPV * s k¢

1.6TDCiT'um 103 13.2 - 139 191 29 114 236 26.7 40/45 1785 6.8.14

Mondeo 4dr saloon/5dr/estate * k% %

2.07DCi 130 10.0 28.8 94 12.7 31 148 258 38  53/56 1597 14..15

Mustang 2dr coupé * * % k¢

5.0V8GTF'back155 5.2 1.6 4.2 9.4 2.7 410 391 351 19/25 1720 24.2.16

Ecosport 5dr SUV k7't

1.5TDCi 99 143 - 152 144 27 89 151 28 39/48 1384 39.14

| Kuga 5dr SUV * k% /¢

2.07DCi 122 109 442 1.8 74 2.6 161 251 31.6 34/39 1707 13.3.13

Edge 5dr SUV  k ke

2.07DCi 131 97 276 9.2 5.6*2.6 207 332 37 36/39 1949 27716
GINETTA

G4O0R 2dr coupé * k k k¢

2.0 140 6.3 17.2 6.1 8.3 3.6 175 140 22.6 28/- 880 5.10.11

_______________HONDA |

Civic 5dr hatch K x5

2.2i-DTECEX 135 8.3 24 79 122 - 148 258 38.7 38/55 1480 11112

TypeRGT 167 55 134 50 6.7 27 306 295 27  32/37 1378 5.8.5

NSX 2dr coupé * k% k4

NSX 191 33 73 2.6 43 27 573 476 358 25/32 1725 5.0.6

HR-V 5dr SUV * %%t

1.6i-DTECSE 119 10.5 34.9 10.4 1.2 - 118 221 34.4 56/57 1324 16.9.5

CR-V 5dr SUV *x %

2.2i-DTECEX 118 9.7 313 99 59 2.5 148 258 32.4 36/45 1806 24.10.12

HYUNDAI

i10 Sdr hatch * kx5’

1.0SE 96 147 - 162 199 29 65 70 20.0 44/51 925 29..14
i20 5dr hatch * %k %3¢

1.4SE 14 122 424 121 17.3 3.0 99 99 21.8 43/54 1060 7.4
i30 5dr hatch * %k

1.6CRDiActive 115 11.7 38.3 1.5 14.8 2.8 109 192 22.5 49/60 1360 14.3.12
i40 5dr estate * k&4

1.7CRDi 18 122 414 125 12.3 29 114 192 29.4 44/51 1555  79.1
Santa Fe 5dr SUV ki

2.2CRDi 18 9.0 276 9.2 *5.527 194 311 375 36/43 1940 19.9.12
_____________INFINITI |
Q30 5dr hatch * k-

1.6tPremium 124 9.4 26.4 91 155 2.85120 148 31.6 35/39 1436 17.2.16
Q50 4dr saloon * *

2.2Premium 143 8.7 25.0 8.7 5.* 3.0 168 295 42.5 49/59 1750 5.2.14
Q70 4dr saloon * %

2.2Prm'mTech 137 9.6 28.6 9.6 15.8 3.2 168 295 40.8 39/45 1896 25.2.15

JAGUAR

F-Type 2dr convertible/3dr coupé * x x x4

V8Scabrio 186 40 94 34 80 2.8 488 460 46.8 19/29 1655 12.6.13

V6 S coupé 17 49 121 42 127 27 375 339 36.2 24/33 1594 11.6.14

XF 4dr saloon * % % ki

R-Sport2.0 136 9.4 261 9.0 161 29 178 318 441 47/56 1595 2.12.15

XE 4dr saloon #* %k

R-Sport2.0 147 7.6 19.0 69 13.3 2.7 197 206 33.8 30/49 1530 1.7.15

XJ 4dr saloon * % k't

3.0DLWB 155 6.3 16.5 6.6 *3.6 2.7 271 443 435 28/36 1960 9.6.10

F-Pace 5dr SUV * k& k'

2.0dAWD 129 92 309 97 74 - 178 318 41.3 37/40 1775 1.5.16
JEEP

Renegade 5dr 4x4 % ko

2.0Mljet4x4L'd 113 10.8 37.6 1.2 10.0 3.5 138 258 34.0 41/53
Cherokee 5dr 4x4 * k¥
2.01404x4Ltd 117 12.3 43.4 13.0 13.8 2.7 138 258 34.7 39/43 1846 24.6.14

Picanto Sdr hatch * &k k-

1502 28.10.15

1.01 95 13.8 - 149 24432 68 70 213 33/54 950 3.8.11
Carens 5dr MPV 5t

1.7CRDi2 112 129 512 139 15.2 2.8 114 192 31.7 47/56 1581 29.5.13
Rio 5dr hatch * %%

1.0T-GDI3Eco 115 10.0 37.0 10.5 12.3 3.2 99 127 271 40/50 1228 1.3.17
Optima 4dr saloon * % *

21.7CRDi 125 10.5 35. 10.6 3.2 134 239 319 41/46 1535 8.2.12
Niro 5dr SUV * i

1.66DIDCT2 101 9.7 30.0 9.5 12.8 3.5 139 108/12531.9 49/50 1500 31.8.16
Sportage 5dr SUV % k't

1.7CRDiISG2 109 12.1 46.4 131 16.8 3.3 114 207 34.4 50/51 1500 2.3.16
Sorento 5dr 4x4 * k ks

2.2CRDiKX-4 128 9.3 28.6 94 *5.7 - 197 325 352 35/39 1953 8.4.5

LAND ROVER

Discovery Sport 5dr SUV * % % /¢

HSELuxury 117 89 27.6 9.0 1.8 2.4 188 310 47.2 34/37 1863 18.3.15
Range Rover 5dr SUV % sk %k

4.45DV8 135 70 19.0 6.7 *3.829 334 516 41.8 25/35 2625 12.12.12
Range Rover Evoque 5dr SUV k't

2.2Ds4 121 84 30.8 95 *5.73.1 187 310 37.3 30/36 1815 13.7.11
Range Rover Sport 5dr SUV %

3.07DV6 130 78 225 7.5 12.2 31 255 442 431 33/42 2115 210.3
SVR 162 4.4 10.3 3.8 12.6 2.6 542 502 41.8 22/19 2335 15.4.15

IS 4dr saloon * k% 7'

1S300h 143 81 20.2 7.3 *43 2.7 220 163 - 39/48 1720 21.8.13
CT200h 5dr hatch **
SE-L M2 1.1 372 1.4 *7.0 2.7 134 105/153 =  46/52 1450 23.3.11
GS 4dr saloon * kx4t
65250 144 92 260 90 162 29 207 187 344 26/32 1695 1.8.12
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NX 5dr SUV %k

300h 1n2_9. *5.6 2.7 194 na - 32/38 1905 1.10.14
RCF 2dr coupé * k%

RCF 168 4.8 10.7 39 129 29 47 391 39  24/28 1765 18.2.15

LOTUS

Elise 2dr roadster * % i-c

1.6 127 67 211 71 143 29 134 118 247 39/42 900 26.5.10
Cup250 154 47 1.9 45 72 25 243 184 2471 27/32 920 29.6.16
Evora 2dr coupé * x x k'
EvoraS2+0 172 45 1.3 4.0 6.8 2.4 345 295 34.8 21/26 1430 30.3.11
Exige S 2dr coupé * * %k
Exige$S 170 41 9.6 37 55 25 345 295 27 21/30 176 3.413

MASERATI

GranTurismo 2dr coupé * x x c3'c

4.26T 177 56 13.0 49 *2.82.8 400 339 321 18/27 1975 2.2.08
GranCabrio 2dr cabriolet * x x5'c

4.7v8 175 51 119 45 1.2 2.4 433 362 321 17/22 2085 14.7.10
Ghibli 4dr saloon * %k 47/

Diesel 155 6.5 172 6.0 51 27 271 443 433 31/40 1835 12.3.14
Levante 5dr SUV * k%

Diesel 143 6.8 199 69 4.3 3.4 271 443 46  26/42 2205 30.1.16

2 5dr hatch * % x k¢

1.5ky'v-GSE_ 114 10.4 38.0 7.0 20.231 89 109 279 51/55 1050 22.4.15
3 5dr hatch * &k

2.2SE-L 130 9.0 26.6 91 99 3.0 148 280 29.7 46/60 1470 4.12.13
5 5dr MPV * %k

1.6D Sport m 125 - 134 11 29 13 199 31.3 35/40 1555 16.2.11
6 4dr saloon/5dr estate * % % %'t

2.2SportNav 139 7.9 2.2 71 79 27 173 309 35 44/56 1480 23..13
MX-5 2dr roadster * k%

1.5SE-LNav 127 8.4 248 79 147 3.3 129 111 245 46/49 1050 29.15
CX-3 5dr SUV * ks

1.5DSE-LNav 110 10.3 34.7 10.3 10.3 = 104 199 34.8 59/60 1275 22.7.15
CX=5 5dr SUV %'t

2.2SportNav_ 126 9.4 28.0 91 9.7 2.3 148 280 349 24/55 1575 13.6.12

570S 2dr coupé * k * k k

3.8v8 20431 6.4 22 102 2.6 562 443 36.5 23/37 1440 30.3.16
650S 2dr coupé/roadster * k x %

3.8V8Spider 204 3.2 6.3 2.2 59 2.5 641 500 354 18/24 1468 30.7.13
P12dr coupé * * k x

P1 217 2.8 52 22 6.0 23 903 664 36.0 19.6/- - 7.5.14

€63 4dr saloon ki

C63 155 4.4 9.7 34 15 27 469 4719 381 19/25 1715  3.6.15
C63SC'vrtble 155 4.6 10.2 3.4 71 27 503 516 356 21/27 1850 8.2.17
GT 2dr coupé * * *k/r

N 193 3.6 78 28 55 2.5 503 479 347 20/29 1715 29.115
SLC 2dr convertible * %5

SLC43 155 5.5 12.3 4.2 127 3.0 362 384 40.4 27/33 1595 6.116

MERCEDES-BENZ

A-Class 5dr hatch #*k*i7r

A200CDISport 130 8.9 28.3 9.0 101 2.5 134 221 371 48/58 1475 T7.1L.12
A45AMG 168 4.2 1.5 43 45 2.8 355 322 381 27/37 1555 14.8.13
B-Class 5dr MPV %%k

B200CDISport 130 9.4 28.8 9.6 119 2.7 134 221 37.8 20/52 1495 29.2.12
C-Class 4dr saloon/5dr estate * x x %<

C220Bluetec 145 8.1 229 81 1.7 2.8 168 295 42.4 41/51 1700 23.7.14
CLA 4dr saloon/5dr estate * x x

220CDISport 143 8.3 231 8.0 4.8 29 168 258 37.3 44/54 1525 26.6.13

200CDIS'tS'Brk134 10.1 29.7 9.6 119 3:4 134 221 335 53/59
E-Class 4dr saloon/5dr estate/2dr convertible * x k%'

1555 18.11.15

E250CDlauto 149 7.7 20.3 7.4 *4.4 29 201 367 34.8 36/42 1780 24.6.09
CLS 4dr saloon/5dr estate * x x x 7

350 CDIS'Brake155 7.0 18.5 6.4 *3.8 29 261 457 39.6 36/43 1980 9..13
S-Class 4dr saloon/2dr coupé * * x * x

$350Bluetec 155 7.3 19.0 6.8 *3.9 2.7 255 457 45.6 34/44 1975 16.10.13
S63AMGcoupé 155 4.5 9.6 3.4 6.8 2.7 577 664 42.8 22/25 2070 3.12.14
GLA 5dr SUV * ki c

220CDISE 134 81 238 78 47 265168 258 36.4 40/48 1535 14.5.14
GLC 5dr SUV kvt

6LC250d 143 7.8 23578 157 3.2 201 369 469 39/43 1845 10.2.16
M-Class S5dr SUV * sk kc

ML250 130 8.8 28.4 9.3 1.0 29 201 368 36.2 38/41 2310 2.5.12
GL 5dr SUV k'

GL350AMGSpt 137 8.3 24.8 8.2 5.0* 2.6 255 457 37.7 28/33 2455 24.7.13
SL 2dr convertible * k%'

SL500 155 43 99 36 65 27 429 516 39.6 10/24 1815 8.8.2

3 5dr hatch * %k

1.53FormSpt 108 11.4 415 1.6 19.6 2.8 105 101 22.2 37/41 1150 25.12.13
GS 5dr SUV * x %
1.5TGIExcite 118 89 255 8.3 12.4 2.8 164 184 29.3 29/38 1395 20.7.16

Mini 3dr hatch %k kx5

Cooper$ 146 6.9 171 59 6.7 2.5 189 221 26.4 35/54 1235 2.4.14
Clubman 5dr hatch * &%y

CooperD 132 8.6 259 8.2 10.0 29 148 243 349 51/52 1320 25.1.15
Convertible 2dr convertible * % i

Cooper 129 9.2 254 88 124 2.7 134 162 310 46/53 1280 6.4.16
Countryman 5dr hatch * k%'

CooperD 129 9.0 264 84 1.5 2.8 148 243 36.2 42/48 1480 22.2.17
| MITSUBISHI |
ASX 5dr SUV s # kv

1.8DiD3 124 10.0 28.8 101 8.6 2.8 148 221 29.6 49/57 1490 21.7.10
Outlander 5dr SUV %+

2.2DiDGX5 118 10.2 329 100 1.1 3.07 147 265 34.7 38/45 1675 21.3.13
PHEVGX4hs 106 10.0 30.5 9.5 6.2 3.0 200 245 - 44/38 1810 16.4.14

Plus 8 2dr roadster % %

4.8V8 - 49 11 40 83 3.2 390 370 36.0 24/32 1230 22.8.12
3 Wheeler 2dr roadster * % x %%
3Wheeler M5 80 299 77 51 35680 103 21.3 30/- 520  6.6.12
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Make and Model
Top speed
0-60mph
0-100mph
30-70mph
50-70mph
Braking 60-Omph
Power (bhp)
Torque (Ib/ft)
Mph/1000rpm
Mpg test/touring
Weight (kg)
TESTDATE

Note Sdr hatch * &k k-

1.2AcentaPrm 106 12.6 - 134 20329 79 81 218 42/54 1036 9.10.13
Pulsar 5dr hatch * %!

1.5dCintec 118 10.9 35.5 10.8 13.1 29 108 192 357 50/57 1307 12.1.14
Juke Sdr SUV *k ki

Acental.6 1 103 41.6 99 127 3.0 15 17 195 36/46 1230 3.1.10
Nismo1.6 134 69 172 60 7.2 25 197 184 238 31/39 1295 22.5.13
Leaf Sdr hatch * x5

Leaf 91 109 - 1.4 73 2.8 107 207 8.76 320Wh/m 1545 27.4.11
Qashqai 5dr SUV %k

1.5dCi2WD 13 10.8 39.2 111 129 29 109 192 35.0 49/56 1365 19.2.14
X-Trail 5dr SUV %%k

1.6dCi2WD N7 M2 397 1.7 1.2 3.0 128 236 32.8 42/48 1550 13.8.14
GT-R 2dr coupé * * % k¥

Recaro 196 34 78 27 53 27 562 470 28.0 22/31 1752 16.11.16
M600 2dr coupé * * * k¢

M600 22535 6.8 2.5 47 245650 604 299 18/25 1305 14.10.09
208 3/5dr hatch xx x

1.2VTlActive 109 14.2 - 45 91 29 81 87 212 41/45 1080 18.7.12
GTi30th 143 6.5 161 58 6.7 29 205 221 25.6 41/42 160 1.2.15
308 3/5dr hatch * k7«

1.6e-HDiN5 118 10.1 32.6 10.4 139 3.0 14 199 385 48/59 1395 15..14
508 SW estate * *k**'r

2.0HDi163 138 9.6 28.6 9.7 5.8 257161 255 32.3 32/46 1680 25.5.11
2008 5dr SUV * k-

1.6e-HDi 17 107 37.8 1.5 1.8 3.2 114 199 32.7 49/59 1180 19.6.13
3008 5dr SUV * kK r

1.6BI'HDIGTLe 117 12.0 44.3 121 13.2 3.2 118 221 34.6 42/53 1300 18..17
5008 Sdr MPV % k% 7c

1.6 HDi 110 114 13.0 22.0 13.2 9.8 3.1 107 192 281 20/48 1547 27..10
Old Cayman 2dr coupé * * * * %

GT4 183 46 100 35 6.0 2.5 380 310 255 28/~ 1340 23.9.5
718 2dr coupé/roadster * x x %

Boxster 17 54 122 43 52 2.5 296 280 258 26/36 1335 8.6.16
Cayman$ 177 48 105 39 4.8 2.5 345 310 258 28/29 1430 10.8.16
911 2dr coupé * * * k4

GT3RS 193 34 78 2.8 69 2.4 493 339 242 20/28 1495 19.8.15
New 911 2dr coupé * k * k4

Carrera$ 190 45 94 34 13 29 414 369 364 27/31 1535 20.1.16
918 Spyder 2dr coupé * x * k x

4.6V8 214 2.6 53 19 2.2 23 874 944 412 28/44 1740 22.10.14
Panamera 4dr saloon * * * k x

4S Diesel 177 41 103 38 - 3.0 416 627 50.7 32/43 2050 1.2.17
Macan 5dr SUV # k-

Turbo 165 47 1.8 43 79 2.4 394 406 357 22/31 2000 4.6.14

RADICAL

SR3 SL 2dr roadster *k*kc

SR3SL 161 3.4 84 37 48 27 245 265 249 14/- 765 301111

Twingo 5dr hatch * k-

Dynamique 94 176 - 191 29429 69 67 20.8 42/52 865 29.10.14

Zoe 5dr hatch *x %

Dynamique 84 12.3 139 91 29 87 162 7.8 250Wh/m 1468 31.7.13

Clio 5dr hatch * % & %

0.9TCE M3 134 - 139 191 2.8 89 100 23.8 38/47 1009 6.3.13

RS200Turbo 143 7.4 209 69 91 2.8 197 177 20.8 32/37 1204 23.0.13

Mégane 3dr hatch *kxx

275Trophy-R 158 6.4 14.0 5.0 31 271 266 27  26/33 1297 5.1.14

New Mégane 5dr hatch * %k </

1.5dCiDynSNav1ie 1.1 352 1.1 13.2 2.8 108 192 339 47.2 1387 17.8.16

Grand Scenic 5dr MPV %l

dCi130DynSNav1i8 1.4 358 1.3 102 34 129 236 321 476l 1601 25117

Kadjar 5dr SUV %k ks

dCin5DynSNv 113 145 - 14.6 17.2 2.3 108 192 35.0 52/69 1380 21.10.15
ROLLS-ROYCE

Phantom 4dr saloon * % %'

Phantom 149 6.0 147 53 *3.0 27 453 531 38.7 8/17 2485 2.4.03

2dr Coupé 155 6.1 155 59 *3.429 453 531 387 7/18 2495 21.8.08

Ghost 4dr saloon * * k%'

Ghost 155 4.9 10.6 39 *2.32.6 563 575 46.0 18/23 2450 7.7.10

Wraith 2dr coupé * * % x5

Wraith 155 4.6 10.0 4.5 *2.1 29 624 590 459 15/27 2435 21.5.14

Dawn 2dr convertible * %%

Dawn 155 5.2 1.6 4.2 *2.429 563 575 47.7 19/25 2560 1.6.16

SEAT

Ibiza 3/5dr hatch k'

Cupral4TSI 140 7.0 19.6 6.3 *3.6 2.4 178 184 21.3 31/40 1172 21.10.09
Leon 3/5dr hatch %%/

SC2.0TDIFR 142 8.0 221 75 9.6 29 181 280 35.6 47/54 1350 49.3
CupraSC280 155 59 13.6 4.4 71 27 276 258 27.2 28/36 1441 26.3.14
Alhambra Sdr MPV % k'

2.0TDI70DSG 127 10.5 38.3 1.2 *7.0 3.0 168 258 30.5 35/40 1935 1.12.10
Ateca 5dr SUV #k %k

1.6 TDISE 14 10.5 35.6 9.3 14.0 29 114 184 36.4 50/62 1300 19.10.16
Fortwo 3dr hatch * k*'c/c

Prime 9% 1.2 - 14 12332 8 97 223 -/- 880 4.3.15

Fabia Sdr hatch x5

1.2TSI90SE-L 113 12.6 46 12.5 150 3.4 89 118 261 45/49 1109 21115
Octavia 4dr saloon/5dr estate * * % ¢

1.6TDISE 121 1.6 43.0 12.5 13.6 2.7 104 184 32.3 46/56 1230 10.4.13
Rapid 4dr saloon * %'

1.2TSI 14 1.3 455115 142 29 84 118 261 40/47 175 51212
Superb 5dr hatch/estate * x x %

2.0TDISE 135 8.8 249 8.2 1.2 2.8 148 251 37.2 47/54 1505 9.9.5
Yeti 5dr SUV Kk x k't

2.07TDI140 19 107 391 1.2 12.3 27 138 236 34.5 36/46 1545 7.10.09

Kodiaq 5dr SUV k%

2.0TDIEdition 121 9.5 347 101 12.2 2.8 148 251 335 37/48 1751 23.11.16

Make and Model
Top speed
0-60mph
0-100mph
30-70mph
50-70mph
Braking 60-Omph
Power (bhp)
Torque (Ib/ft)
Mph/1000rpm
Mpg test/touring
Weight (kg)
TESTDATE

SSANGYONG

Tivoli XLV # kv

ELXauto 107 12.0 445126 79 31 13 221 33.2 45/58 1425 14.9.6
SUBARU

XV 5dr SUV *# kvt

2.0DSE 120 89 291 95 100 27 145 258 347 39/51 1465 21.3.2

Levorg 5dr estate * % *

GT1.6iLl'tronic 130 8.4 24.6 79 21.0 2.6 168 184 319 34/36 1537 13..16

Forester 5dr SUV * %%

2.0dXC 18 99 365105 1.0 29 145 258 33.0 41/49 1540 5.6.13

WRX 4dr saloon * % %

STiType UK 159 5.4 133 51 9.4 2.8 296 300 27.6 23/31 1534 25.6.14

Swift 3/5dr hatch % * x4

1.2574 103 1.6 37.2 111 187 3.0 93 87 2.5 43/47 1010 15.9.10
Celerio 5dr hatch * x x5’

1.0574 9% 129 - 3 25030 67 66 224 54/57 835 25.3.15
Baleno 5dr hatch * ks

1.0TBjetSz5 124 9.8 29.5 97 1.2 29 10 125 26.3 50/55 950 3.8.16
SX4 S-Cross Sdr SUV * k k45’

1.6DDISSZ4 111 10.0 32.6 101 8.9 2.57 118 236 35.1 57/67 1290 30.10.13
Vitara Sdr SUV k7

1.65Z5 12 95 29895 155 - 118 115 24.3 49/47 1075 29.4.15

TESLA

Model S 4dr saloon * k%l

Performance 130 47 1.7 37 2.2 27 416 443 87 41iwh/m 2108 11.9.13

P90D 155 5.2 91 3.0 19 29 525 713 85 420Wh/m 2200 20.4.16

Model X 5dr SUV # %k

90D 155 47 131 2.8 2.5 2.7 416 487 85 61Wh/m 2508 15.2.17
TOYOTA

Aygo 5dr hatchback * v

1OVVTi 99 139 - 152 24130 68 70 225 49/63 900 2.7.14

Yaris 5dr hatchback * %'

1.33TR 14 1.5 43.6 109 19.6 29 98 92 237 42/51 1065 28.9.1

Verso-S 5dr hatchback * % %/

1.3T Spirit 106 121 385 1.7 19.2 29 98 92 217 39/48 1125 9.3.1

GT86 2dr coupé * * k k *

2.0manual 140 7.4 18.8 6.8 10.6 2.6 197 151 23.5 30/45 1235 AT.12

Prius 5dr hatch % %%

BusinessE'tion 112 111 32.0 10.7 *6.4 3.1 121 - - 53/63 1400 16.3.16

Mirai 4dr saloon # %k ¢

Mirai 1 101 36.510.2 *6.5 3.3 152 247 22.5 44/62 1400 27.4.16

C-HR 5dr SUV % * %k ¢

Excell.8Hybrid 106 1.6 43.5 1.9 *7.327 121 - - 49/60 1420 4117

Adam 3dr hatch * % /rvc

1.2 JamEcoflex 103 14.3 153 20.82.8 68 85 218 39/45 1086 6.2.13
Viva 5dr hatch * k.
1.0SEA/C 106 13.0 - 141 190 - 74 70 20.3 49/55 938 15115
Corsa 3/ 5dr hatch * * x4
1.4TSRiVX-Line 115 1.7 451 121 153 29 99 148 34.8 37/42 1176 19.1.14
VXR 143 72 183 64 18 2.4 202 181 238 29/34 1280 6.5.15
Meriva 5dr MPV * sk *i7c
1.4T140SE 122 94 28387 131 2.6 138 148 255 31/37 1465 2.6.10
Astra 5dr hatch/estate * % % %'t
1.6CDTi136SRi 127 8.8 25.7 8.8 8.6 2.6 134 236 33.4 55/58 1350 30.9.5
STCDTiB'tboSRi137 8.4 22.2 7.7 81 2.6 158 258 33.7 57/59 1435 13.4.16
Insignia 5dr hatch/estate * % % '
2.0CDTi160 135 9.1 253 8.4 10.3 2.7 158 258 36.1 19/44 1655 19.1.08
Zafira Tourer 5dr MPV %k % vc
2.0CDTi1e5 129 104 36.8 10.2 14.3 3.2 163 258 37.7 38/46 1805 15.2.12
Mokka 5dr SUV * ki
147 118 10.0 30.6 94 137 3.0 138 148 261 32/40 1350 28.1.12
VXR8 4dr saloon * %k
GTS 155 4.8 10.2 3.7 74 2.5 577 546 349 18/25 1882 30.4.14
Up 3/5dr hatch % %'
1.0HighUp 106 13.8 — 147 18.6 2.8 74 70 205 44/59 945 T.12.11
Polo 3/5dr hatch * x xx
1.4TSIBlue6T 130 7.5 22.2 7.1 8.0 29 138 184 281 40/49 1212 13.2.13
Golf 3/5dr hatch * k-
GTIPerfDSG 155 6.5 16.4 59 89 2.8 227 258 34.4 32/38 1402 10.7.13
GTIClubsportS 165 6.1 12.7 49 55 2.5 306 280 26.9 29/36 1285 24.8.16
2.07DI 134 9.6 276 8.6 1.7 29 148 236 374 44/56 1390 16..13
R 155 4.8 12.0 43 6.5 29 296 280 27 34/29 1495 9.4.14
e-Golf 87 105 - 1.0 7.0 27 13 199 7.6 244Wh/m 1585 10.9.14
GTE 138 7.7 182 61 7.7 2.5 201 258 7.6 44/45 1599 20.5.15
Scirocco 2dr coupé * k k ki
2.0TSIR 155 6.5 13.7 49 59 27 261 258 26.3 28/34 1400 24.2.10
Passat 4dr saloon/5dr estate * % % '
2.0TDI190GT 144 8.7 23.6 81 131 3.2 187 295 379 45/52 1614 4.215
GTE 140 7.6 190 61 7.8 3.3 215 295 32.3 38/43 1722 1916
Touran 5dr MPV * % %k 7t
2.0TDI1S0SE 128 9.9 29.3 9.7 13.6 3.2 148 251 37.0 54/60 1571 3.2.16
Tiguan 5dr SUV k% ko
2.0TDIS0SE 127 10.4 33 9.6 12.4 3.2 148 251 40 44/52 1683 3.2.16
Touareg 5dr SUV * %k k'
3.0V6TDISE 135 69 19.8 6.8 *39 2.7 236 406 38.5 32/37 2155 1.9.10
Caravelle 5dr MPV * %k 7
2.0BiTDIExec 126 1.6 36.1 1.7 10.2 3.2 201 332 22.7 38/45 2386 23.12.15
V40 5dr hatch * k¢
D3SELux 130 89 26.6 8.7 10.2 2.8 148 258 36.5 46/52 1545 15.8.12
S60 4dr saloon * * k5
D4SENav 143 76 20469 92 3.0 179 295 39.4 46/59 1580 5.3.14
S90 4dr saloon * * k *'
D4Momentum 140 8.2 221 79 111 2.6 187 295 40. 40/51 1717 13.1.16
V60 5dr estate *kxi7r
D5SE Lux 143 81 210 71 8.2 27 202 310 39.2 32/48 1700 8.12.10
Polestar 155 5.3 131 4.6 9.0 2.6 345 369 34.8 26/32 1834 15.10.14
XC60 5dr SUV * ** k't
D5SE Lux 18 95 30595 *5.829 182 295 33.6 17/36 1930 26.11.08
XC90 5dr SUV Kk r
D5Momentum 137 8.3 239 8.3 *5.0 - 222 347 33.6 37/39 2009 17.6.15
E10 Odr roadster %k x

140 43 1.2 41 53 29 250 295 339 21/23 725 171045



Furniture

Leather Care

Leather cleaning & restoration kits
for DIY use or a professional
nationwide repair service

SCUFFS & SCRATCHES

COMPLETE RESTORATION
COLOUR CHANGE
CLASSIC & MODERN CARS
_DIY KITS \

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

your garage

into a beautifully
organised space

Dura’s award-winnning

range of modular cabinets
and wall storage ideas

provide a flexible solution Furniture Clinic
to transform an ordinary | i 0844 879 3691
garage into a tailored = r B |
room to be proud of!

* MODULAR CABINETS
* WALL STORAGE

* FLOOR TILES
» DESIGN & INSTALL

~e

Crea,te the garage Conceal a dusty concrete floor
you've always wanted! with easy-to-lay PVC tiles!

www.furnitureclinic.co.uk
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tuning specialists

Plug-in Diesel Upgrades

40% more POWER
20% better ECONOMY! g

UL IIIR.a Callvioat

Fitted Garages for a FREE
Design Survey

For a FREE brochure and see how
call 0845 3710042 your garage
or visit our website could look!
www.duragarages.com

Diesel Tuning for Cars, Commercials, Tractors & Boats
Fit yourself in minutes - instantly improve drivability

g = 1ISO
: i S 147 9001
Alternatively, return this slip in an APk . CERT ALY
envelope (no stamp required) to: YA ASSTRAICE
Freepost RSLX-YXCA-GUTJ 5
F The CHIP Express ™ tuning system is without doubt the most advanced
Dura Ltdv St James Road, B“M- NN13 7XY plug-in diesel upgrade available. It works in harmony with your engine, retaining all
safety functions without needing to interfere with the vehicle's existing on-boa-d
Name computer. It can be self fitted in minutes, adjusted for m performance and
i bosiaisiea s pesala b aniausaniir s e el ur ol easily removed. it will free your vehicle from its manufacturer's limits
\‘ \ Address
01MAR17 B Visit our website, see your vehicle's
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ true potential, order online.
Telephone Email email@chipexpress.com 01727 730 956
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For fullreviews of every
car listedhere, visit our
website, autocar.co.uk

STAR RATINGS
EXPLAINED

Fririricys 0-20% Inherently dangerous/
unsafe.Tragically, irredeemably
flawed.

Jededelole 20=-35% Appalling. Massively
significant failings.

K*icielolc 35=50% Very poor. Fails to meet
any accepted class boundaries.

Jdcelel 50=-60% Poor. Within acceptable
class boundariesin a few areas.
Still not recommendable.

Jok Yoot 60=-65% Off the pace. Below
averagein nearly all areas.

Jkdeicde 7T5=T0% Acceptable. About
average in key areas, but
disappoints.

ok ke TO=T5% Competent. Above
average in some areas, averagein
others. Outstandingin none.

* kK /c T5=80% Good. Competitive in
key areas.

ok k7 80-85% Very good. Very
competitive in key areas,
competitive in secondary respects.

Kk hklr 85-92% Excellent. Near class
leading in key areas, and in some
ways outstanding.

%k * ¥k k »93% Brilliant, unsurpassed. All
but flawless.
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ABARTH
595 3dr hatch £15,090-£21,640
Good value hot hatchand great fun
todrive Kk dkodeys
TESTERS’ PIC|
Competizione

1.4T-Jet

595 Convertible 2dr open £17,090-
£23,640

Open-top hot hatch has a softerride
thanthe tin-top car k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 T-Jet C
Competizione

Biposto 695 3dr hatch £33,055
Fastest Abarthhas meritasanentry-
leveltrackcar,butafirmride spoils
its otherwise convincing dynamic
ability on public roads * %%
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 T-Jet

124 Spider 2dr open
£29,565-£31,605

Only amildly tuned upgrade of Fiat's
standard car butit'sarevelation,
albeit one that comes withahefty
price tag kkkkle

TESTERS’ PICK: 1.4T Multijet

ALFA ROMEO

Mito 3dr hatch £12,960-£20,500
Likeable hatchis well-equipped,
goodlooking, cheaptorunand
practical, but dynamic flaws makeita
classalso-ran %k
TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 TB Twinair 105
Progression

Giulietta Sdr hatch
£18,700-£28,735
Longinthetooth, but stylingand
dynamic vervestillhave the power
to seduce.Not rounded enough, nor
quite expensive enoughto the touch
Fkk I
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 TB Multiair
150 Super

Giulia 4dr saloon

£29,180-£59,000

Alfais takingthe fight tothe
Germans withits good-looking
saloon. Lacks the finesse of itsrivals
andisonly available as an automatic.
However the V6 Quadriofoglioisa
compelling car k4

TESTERS’ PICK: 2.2d Multijet 180
Super

4C 2dr coupé/spider
£52,505-£59,505

Flawed, but the best current Alfaby
miles.Rewardingtodrive, if not the
last wordin finesse *k ¥+
TESTERS' PICK: 1.75T Spider

B3 4dr saloon/5dr estate
£57,450- £58,950

Has fallen behind onthe power
stakes. Stillaniche proposition
Jokok eyl

TESTERS’ PICK: B3 Biturbo

B4 2dr saloon/convertible
£58,950-£62,950
Lesswell-manneredthananM4.
Better ontheroadthanthetrack
ok Aok

TESTERS’ PICK: B4 Biturbo

B5 4dr saloon £81950

Huge pace and better suitedtothe
autobahnsthan B-roads k%'
TESTERS' PICK: B5 Biturbo

B6 2dr coupé/convertible
£96,950-£113,613

Aballistic coupé and convertible,
but more athome onthe autobahns
Jookkke

TESTERS' PICK: B6 Biturbo

B7 4dr saloon £115,000-£123,782
Aluxury saloonwithout ahuge
amount of power —an S-Class AMG
challenger sk 4k

TESTERS’ PICK: B7 Biturbo LWB
AWD

D3 4dr saloon/ 5dr estate
£47,950-£49,950

Anintoxicating mix of performance
and fueleconomy %k kx*
TESTERS’ PICK: D3 Biturbo

D4 2dr coupé/convertible
£50,950-£54,950

Precise dynamics with added Alpina
kudosandagreat engine k%'
TESTERS' PICK: D4 Biturbo

D5 4dr saloon/5dr estate
£56,950-£59,950

Arapid, usableand cheaper
alternative toan M5 k%'
TESTERS' PICK: D5 Biturbo

XD3 5dr SUV £56,450

Hugely fast, capable and desirable. A
triumph ok kokc
TESTERS’ PIC|

.0XD3

Atom Odr open £30,572
Superbike-fast lightweight mentalist
isasexhilaratingas they come.
Lessusablethansomebutnoless
marvellous k%

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0i-VTEC 310

Nomad Odr open £na

Ifthere were simply alist of our top
five favourite cars, the Nomad might
justtopit. Arevelationandariot

Yook kkok

TESTERS' PICK: 2.4i-VTEC 235

ASTON MARTIN

Vantage 2dr coupé
£88,747-£96,244

What the Vantage lacksinagility it
makes up for withpomp, presence
and grunty V8 power. V12 Sversionis
very special kk ks

TESTERS' PICK:5.9V12S

Vantage Roadster 2dr open
£97,744-£105,244

Drop-top suits the Vantage's relaxed
nature k4

TESTERS' PICK:5.9V12S

DB9 2dr coupé £140,062-£165,949
As attractive-looking as ever but also
showingits age.Vi2isdisarming;
handlingis equally so. A bit unrefined
ok ke
TESTERS' PICK: 5.9V12GT

DB9 Volante 2dr open £152,942
Open-top version of the handsome
DB9isjust as charming k-
TESTERS' PICK: 5.9 V12

DB11 2dr coupé £154,955-167,070
The stunningreplacement for the
attractive, iflonginthe tooth,DB9
Sk ke ke k

TESTERS' PICK: 5.2V12

Vanquish 2dr coupé
£196,005-£199,000

Dazzling exterior beauty andawarm,
expressive motive characterarethe
big Aston's selling points. Plays the
cruiser very well ks k '
TESTERS' PICK:5.9V12

Vanquish Volante 2dr open
£200,050-208,005

Adazzling cruiser at heart with
infinite head room % %-'r
TESTERS' PICK: 5.9 V12

Rapide S 4dr saloon £150,749
There may notberoomintheback
fortop hats, but the Rapideis the
most elegant four-door sports carin
the world k4

TESTERS' PICK:5.9V12S

A1 3dr hatch £14,530-£25,600
Audi'sanswer to the Mini.Funand
refined ks

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 TFSI150S Line

A1 Sportback 5dr hatch
£15,150-£26,335

Rear doorsadd conveniencetoan
attractive package kxkvc
TESTERS' PICK:1.4TFSI150 S Line

A3 3dr hatch £19,365-£33,840
Outstanding cabin quality, peppy
engines and low costs of ownership
makeit eerily good for more
disinterested drivers k%
TESTERS' PICKS: 2.0 TDI150
Sport, 2.0 TSI 310 S3 quattro

A3 Sportback 5dr hatch
£19,985-£35,930

Allofthe above but with five doors
andausefully larger boot %k sk
TESTERS' PICKS: 2.0 TDI150
Sport, 2.0 TSI 310 S3 quattro

A3 Saloon 4dr saloon
£24,235-£36,480

Undercutsthe casetoownan A4
very effectivelyindeed. Upmarket
interior and unexpectedly good to
drive —ifabit shy on space kx k%t
TESTERS’ PICK: 2.0 TDI150 Sport

A3 Cabriolet 2dr open
£26,875-£40,670

Compact, affordable, usableand
refined, with strong performance
and composed handling %k %'c
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 Sport

A4 4dr saloon £26,350-£44,000
High quality and competent;leaves
dynamic finesse toits rivals k- skk'c
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TFSI252 Sport
quattro

A4 Avant 5dr estate
£27,880-£45,400
Classy,demureandvery tech savvy
Audiestate kkk k't

TESTERS’ PICK: 2.0 TDI190 Sport

A4 Aliroad 5dr estate
£37,725-£39,630

Theclassy and demure estate gets
arugged makeover makingita
capable 4x4 A4 ke
TESTERS’ PICK:2.0TDI190

New A5 Coupé 2dr coupé
£30,700-£4700

Refreshed A5 gets a sharper look
andarefreshedinterior andcarrys
thefighttothe 4 Seriesand C-Class
coupé H*kHokc

TESTERS' PICK: 3.0 TDI286 S Line

AS Coupé 2dr coupé
£31,910-£44,870

Good-looking coupé s showingits
agenow *kk
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI190 S Line

AS Sportback 5dr hatch
£30,035-£44,070

Refined four-door coupéis short on
charmand finesse %kt
TESTERS’ PICK:2.0TDI190S Line

AS Cabriolet 2dr open
£35,690-£47,045

No spring chicken but stillappeals for
itslooks. Little more practicalthan
smaller options. Lower-powered,
steel-sprungtrimis best ki
TESTERS' PICK: 1.8 TFSI177 SLine

A6 4dr saloon £32,995-£57,215
Perfect choice for anyone looking
for asmart office cubicle on wheels.
Supremely constructed but a bit
soulless todrive kkk ks
TESTERS' PICK: 3.0 TDI 218 SE

A6 Avant 5dr estate
£35,095-£86,420
Acapablestressbuster; BiTDl engine
isagiant-killer k4t

TESTERS' PICK: 3.0BiTDI 320 SE
quattro

A6 Aliroad 5dr estate
£46,505-£56,480

Rugged 4x4 A6.Even more pricey
ok okl

TESTERS' PICK: 3.0 TDI 218 quattro

A7 Sportback 5dr hatch
£46,865-£92,060

Curiously droopy looks don't flatter
an otherwiseimpressive machine.
Packed with gadgetry. Excellent
engines; abitremote todrive
FokokAele

TESTERS' PICK: 4.0 TFSI560RS7
quattro

A8 4dr saloon £63,520-£99,265
Doesn't convinceacrossthe
board,butthere’snodenyingthat
thebrand's strengths make fora
convincing limousine k'
TESTERS' PICK: 4.2TDI 385 SE
Exec quattro

Q2 5dr SUV £22,380-£32,720
Another small SUV from Audi, with
theintention of being the stepping
stone betweenthe A3andthe SUV
range xkkkr

TESTERS’ PICK: 1.4 TFSI150 S Line

Q3 5dr SUV £26,150-£49,185
Typically refined and competent but
feelsmore A3 than SUV k'
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 S Line

Q5 5dr SUV £33,710-£52,300
Appealing combination of Audi
brandallure with affordable SUV
practicality. Nothing special todrive
Fokokfee

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TFSI230S
Line quattro

Q7 5dr SUV £48,455-£70,970
Biggest Audiis typically remote and
unengaging todrive but fastand light
onits feel.Cabinis both huge and
brilliantly classy k%'
TESTERS’ PICK: 3.0 TDI 218 SE

TT 2dr coupé £27,585-£41,050
TTisstilldoing what it always did well:
servingup plenty of pace, styleand
usability for the money. Now better
todrive, too *k Ak

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TFSI Sport

TT Roadster 2dr open
£29,215-£42,800

Plenty of pace anddriver reward,
aswellas Audi-brand prestige and
design-iconstyle k4
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TFSIS Line

'-—“__ﬁ :

R8 2dr coupé /spyder
£119,520-£134,520

Usablebut nolessinvolving or
dramatic forit. V10is brutal %4
TESTERS' PICK:5.2FSI540V10

Mono 2dr open £111,168

AnF-22 Raptor for theroad —only
better built kA

TESTERS' PICK: Mono 2.3

BENTLEY

Continental GT 2dr coupé
£140,355-£168,355

Audi-sourced V8issogoodthatit
completely reinvigorates the Conti.
Cabinisaslavishand sumptuousas
you'll find Hk 4+

TESTERS' PICK:4.0V8 S

Continental GT Convertible

2dr open £154,455-£185,255
Lavishand sumptuous convertible
LaR.0. 8 8%¢

TESTERS' PICK:4.0v8 S

Mulsanne 4dr saloon
£229,415-£252,055

Ifthe Phantomis best experienced
fromthe back seat, the Mulsanne
isbest sampled fromthe front.
Uniquely torquey, laid-back V8
Jook ke

TESTERS' PICK: 6.75 V8 Speed

Flying Spur 4dr saloon
£142,855-£161,580

Undoubtedly luxuriousand witha
lovely interior,but misses the class
markonrollingrefinementandtech
sophistication sk

TESTERS' PICK: 6.0 W12

Bentayga 4dr SUV
£160,255-£229,555

Bentley's firstattempt tocrack the
luxury SUV market sk
TESTERS' PICK: 6.0 W12

1Series 3dr hatch £20,875-£31,875
Strongonperformanceand
economy butnotasgoodasit
could be kA

TESTERS’ PICK: M140i

1Series 5dr hatch £21,460-£32,405
Stilllooks clumsy from some angles,
andnot as fine-handling as the
feeder BMW ought tobe. Strongon
performance and economy * ke
TESTERS' PICK: M140i

2 Series Coupé 2dr coupé
£23,040-£44,070

Aproper compact coupé now. Could
bebetterequipped *k kK
TESTERS' PICK: M2

2 Series Convertible 2dr open
£26,730-£38,535

Better than1-series forebear, but still
lacks truly distinguishing premium-
brand qualities k4t
TESTERS' PICK: M240i

2 Series Active Tourer Sdr MPV
£23,010-£34,405

BMW's front-drive hatchis aproper
contender Hkk ki

TESTERS' PICK: 220d Sport

2 Series Gran Tourer Sdr MPV
£25,010-£34,770

Bringsaproper premium brand
tothetable but appeals for more
reasonsthanthat. Third row seats
arenot adult-sized kK
TESTERS' PICK: 220d Sport

3 Series 4dr saloon

£25,160-£59,605

Beatstherival Jag XE on cabin space
andenginerange;doesn't quite
measure up onhandling finesse. Still
atalent, mind you %k sk
TESTERS' PICKS: 320d M Sport, M3

3 Series Touring 5dr estate
£26,590-£42,355

There are more practical estates
onthemarket, but the 3 Series
Touring's handling and performance
make it one of the most enjoyable
options *k ke

TESTERS' PICK: 320d M Sport

3 Series GT 5dr hatch
£30,405-£43,415

Hatchback practicality meets

3 Seriestalent.Duller but decent
Yook

TESTERS' PICK: 320d M Sport

ALPINA D4

‘Genuine econamy laced with genuine

power. A real-world heavyweight

MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK




FORD FIESTA ST
‘Our reigning hot supermini provides

enormous fun for the money’

MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK

4 Series 2dr coupé
£30,260-£60,065

Moreof atalented GT than brilliant
B-road steer sk skokvs

TESTERS' PICKS: 420d M Sport,
M4

4 Series Convertible 2dr open
£35,025-£63,360

Mixes creditable, sporting driving
dynamics with fineenginesand
usable back seats.Balancedand
complete *k ks

TESTERS' PICKS: 420d M Sport,
M4

4 Series Gran Coupé 4dr saloon
£30,260-£45,745

Aprettier 3 Series. Very good —but
not better Ak Ak

TESTERS’ PICK: 420d M Sport

5 Series 4dr saloon
£33,380-£73,985

Performance, efficiency, handling,
practicality, desirability and value
rolledinto one. Excellent sk 4
TESTERS' PICKS: 520d M Sport,
M5

5 Series Touring 5dr estate
£35,620-£51,270

Excellent car made more practical.
520disthebest #kk k4
TESTERS' PICK: 520d M Sport

5 Series GT 5dr hatch
£49,475-£60,475

Fine cabinbutonly seats four. Poor
rideand steering k& x '
TESTERS’ PICK: 520d M Sport

6 Series Coupé 2dr coupé
£59,535-£93,265

Munich’s big GT comesin two-door,
four-door and drop-top guises. All
feelheavyandjustalittle bit ordinary
tospendtimein kAl

TESTERS' PICK: 640i SE

6 Series Gran Coupé 4dr saloon
£59,535-£95,665

Backdoors prove tobe abrilliant
visual coup Hk sk Hkc

TESTERS' PICK: 640i SE

6 Series Convertible 2dr open
£65,435-£98,215
Greatenginesandinterior.More GT
than sports car ks
TESTERS' PICK: 640i SE

7 Series 4dr saloon
£63,350-£80,330

Rulesonin-car entertainment and
diesel powertrain sophistication;
otherwisetooblandtostandout
kA

TESTERS’ PICK: 730d M Sport

X15dr SUV £27,440-£36,720
Pick of the premium brand bunch,
butdoesn'trulethe classasBMWs
doelsewhere. Abit unrefined and
ordinary-handling %k
TESTERS' PICK: xDrive 20d M
Sport

X3 5dr SUV £33,945-£46,050
Aclose matchforthe Land Rover
Discovery Sportand Jaguar
F-Paceonpracticality and on-road
dynamism, with better enginesand
better equipment levels k%K c
TESTERS' PICK: xDrive20d M Sport

X4 5dr SUV £37,545-£50,645
Adownsized X6 isrespectable
enough, butthe cheaper X3isa
better option ke

TESTERS’ PICK: xDrive20d M Sport

XS5 Sdr SUV £44,575-£90,200
Accomplished and luxurious but no
longer the standard-setter on SUV
handling. Comfortable and capable;
avoid the blingy M50d %k *c
TESTERS’ PICK: xDrive30d SE

X6 5dr SUV £56,515-£93,100

The world's first off-road coupé, but
appearances make it difficult to love
Jokkfrile

TESTERS’ PICK: X6M

i3 5dr hatch £32,330-£35,480

Our favourite high-end small car of
themomenthappenstobeanEV.
Withagenerousbudget and modest
milesinmind, it couldrevolutionise
your motoring kkk

TESTERS' PICK: i3 94AhEV Rex

i8 2dr coupé £104,540-£112,535

If BMW's plug-in hybridis what the
future of the sports car looks like, we
welcomeit. A visual knock-out; not
quite mind-blowing todrive —but
close k4

TESTERS' PICK: 1.5

CT6 4dr saloon £69,990
Sharp-looking big saloonisa
replacement for the CTS, but still
needsadiesel kx
TESTERS' PICK: 3.0TT V6 AWD
Platinum

CTS-V 4dr saloon £75,415
Supercharged Chevy V8serves
up 640bhp:eat your heart

out, Germany. Handling lacks
distinguishing finesse %k k'
TESTERS'PICK:6.2V8

Escalade 5dr SUV
£81,380-£94,740

Cadillac’s luxury SUV, but it remains
large and ungainly. %%
TESTERS' PICK: 6.2V
AWD

Seven 2dr open £18,995-£49,995
360Risthe sweet spotintherevised
range,itsremapped Duratec giving
Jjusttheright hit of performance
22,220 ¢

TESTERS' PICKS: 0.7 1605, 2.0
360

CHEVROLET

Corvette 2dr coupé/convertible
£62,470-£93,240

LHDonly and less usable and deft-
handlingthanthe class standard, but
disarming andinimitable. Serious
engine for the money %k #c
TESTERS' PICK: 6.2V8Z063LZ

Camaro 2dr coupé/convertible
£31,755-£46,480

Anaffordable Americanmuscle
car,but LHD only andless usable
and deft-handlingthanthe class
standard.Charmingand fierce
nonetheless k'
TESTERS' PICK: 6.2V8

CITROEN
C-Zero 5dr hatch £16,995
Well-engineeredelectric city car. Too
expensive *kk
TESTERS' PICK: 49kW

C1 3dr hatch £8495-£11,925

Slightly better priced thanits Toyota
sibling but less visually charming
ok Fkodeve

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
82Feel

€1 5dr hatch £10,555-£12,775
but withrear doors

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
82Feel

C3 5dr hatch £11,580-£17,565
Comfortable and well priced but not
much fun x4k

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech 82
Edition

C4 5dr hatch £15,195-£20,850
Goodlooking but lacks the polish of
thelatest rivals % g
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 100
Flair

C4 Cactus 5dr hatch
£12,990-£20,495

Interestingand novelbut flawed to
drive Jokdodevs

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
82Flair

C3 Picasso 5dr MPV
£16,575-£18,640
Soft-handling, square, quirky. Not up
toCitroén'slatest standards on cabin
finish or handling * %
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 100
Edition

C4 Picasso 5dr MPV
£19,635-£27,660

Plushness and animproved dynamic
make for abetter car xkkx
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Exclusive S&S

Grand C4 Picasso 5dr MPV
£21,935-£29,360

Alternative approachto MPV design
produces something freshand

unusual, as well as comfy, spacious
and quietly upmarket *k sk
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Exclusive S&S

Berlingo Multispace 5dr MPV
£13,995-£19,325
Likeable, practical van-based MPV

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 100
Feel Edition S&S

Duster S5dr SUV £9495-£16,795

The value champion of the crossover
world.Basicinentry-level trim, but

if cheap family transportis what you
need,the Duster provides it %k 4
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 16v 115
Ambiance Prime 2WD

Sandero 5dr hatch £5995-£10095
Aclever budget prospect, butits
limitations are unavoidable ***
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 Ambiance
Prime

Sandero Stepway 5dr hatch
£8495-£11,395

More expensive —but still limited
ok Adeyle

TESTERS’ PICK: 0.9 TCe Laureate

Logan MCV 5dr estate
£6995-£11,095

Lacksits stablemates’ charm but
retainstheir cheapness * k%
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 Ambiance
Prime

3 3dr hatch £14,395-£25,495
Premium-brand philosophy and
adventurous aesthetics appeal, as
dostrongengines, but those more
focused ondynamics will prefer the
less expensive Mini Cooper k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 100
Prestige S&S

3 CABRIOLET 2dr open
£18,595-£25,295

Azesty car thatremainsfunto
drive despite removingits roof. Not
ascomposed as some of itsrivals
FokokAee

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 100
Prestige S&S

4 5dr hatch £20,045-£26,045
Jackof alltrades, master of none.
Nice styling k4 ks

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Prestige

4 Crossback Sdr hatch
£22,295-£27,045
Amoreruggedformofthe DS 4
doesn't makeitany better %k #r
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
130S&S

5 5dr hatch £27,950-£35,970
Designmarvel. Shameitdoesn't
function so well ke
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 150
Elegance

FERRARI
California 2dr open £154,360
New turbocharged engine brings
entry-level Ferraribacktoa
competitive mark.Heavy but slick
and rewarding to drive %k %k
TESTERS'PICK:3.9V8T

488 GTB 2dr coupé £182,864
Calmride mixed with explosive
performance sk 4k
TESTERS' PICK:4.5V8

488 Spider 2dr open £204,391

The complete supercar. Minusroof. A
world-class head-turner xxxxx
TESTERS' PICK:4.5V8

F12 Berlinetta 2dr coupé £238,993
Thrilling like only a front-engined
V12 Ferraricould be. Crushing
performance andunparalleled
drama, albeit highly strung * ki
TESTERS' PICK: 6.3 V12 tdf

GTC4Lusso 2dr coupé £230,430
V12 Prancing Horse with four-wheel
drive and four-wheel steer plusroom
for extrapassengers. What's not to
like? Ak k'

TESTERS' PICK: 6.3V12

FIAT
500 3dr hatch £11,050-£15,350
Super-desirable, super-cute city car.
Pleasant, if notinvolving, todrive
Jokkfele
TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 Twinair 105
Lounge

500C 2dr open £13,700-£19,830
Roll-top cabrioletis abetter drive
thanthe hatch kA k'

TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 Twinair Lounge

500L 5dr MPV £13,665-£22,465

A costly option but hasthe styleto
fillout some of its missing substance
Jook ke
TESTERS' PICK: 1.3 Multijet Lounge

500L MPW 5dr MPV
£19,205-£21,705

Loses someofitscharmasit
getsbigger, but has seven-seats
ook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 1.3 Multijet Lounge

500X 5dr hatch £14,295-£26,315
Familiar stylingworks rather wellasa
crossover. Drives okay, too ks
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 Multiair 140
Cross

Tipo 5dr hatch/estate
£12,995-£19,995

A90sreboot, but without the flabby
and uninspiring nature. The new Tipo
isadecentcartodriveandhasample
spaceinside kk kol

TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 Twinair Lounge

Panda 5dr hatch £9510-£18,260
May not have quite kept pace with
itsrivalsonequipmentand value
but still sells robust, practical charm
better than most kv
TESTERS’ PICK: 0.9 Twinair Lounge

Punto 3dr hatch £11,485-£13,260
Spacious and characterful
supermini. Stillheavily dated, though
ook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 Pop+

Qubo Sdr MPV £11,695-£15,695

Fiat'stake onaversatile van-based
MPV kk
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 Active

Doblo Sdr MPV £13,775-£19,940
Outdated MPV kept afloat by new
engines k kit

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 95 Easy Air

124 Spider 2dr open £19,545-23,295
The124 namerevivedthrough
ashared platform with Mazda

Yok kdede

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 Multiair 140

KA+ 5dr hatch £8995-£10,295
Besides the plusaddedtothe name,
the Kagetstwoextradoorsand
signals abreath of freshair for the
range ki

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 Zetec

Fiesta 3dr hatch £13,545-£22,895
Nolongeraclass-beaterinevery
regard,but sofaraheadofthe
curveonrideandhandlingthatit's
unassailable ki

TESTERS' PICKS:1.0T100
Ecoboost Zetec,1.6T Ecoboost ST-3

Fiesta 5dr hatch £14,145-£18,495
Asabove, but evenmore useful with
rear doors ok ke

TESTERS' PICKS:1.0T100
Ecoboost Zetec,1.5TDCi 75
Titanium

Focus 5dr hatch £16,445-£31,250
Stillappeals foritsride and handling,
though notas much as perhapsit
should. Spacious, stylishand well-
priced. kA kK

TESTERS' PICKS:1.0T100
Ecoboost Style, 1.5 TDCi120 Zetec

Focus Estate 5dr estate
£17,545-£29,245

Well-mannered and comfortable,
but a Skoda Octavia carries more
Jookkk e

TESTERS' PICKS:1.0T100
Ecoboost Style, 1.5 TDCi120 Zetec

Mondeo Sdr hatch/saloon
£21,795-£32,745

Doeswhat great Fords always
have:massively over-deliverson
practicality, value and handling.
Cabinlow-rentinplaces,but
otherwise excellent kx4
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0T Ecoboost 240

Mondeo Estate Sdr estate
£22,945-£30,360
Avastandenjoyable estate.
Reasonably priced k%
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi180
Titanium

B-Max 5dr MPV £15,345-£19,795
Sliding back doors, responsive
handlingand keenvalue give
supermini-sized B-Max some
convincing selling points k7
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 105 Titanium X
Powershift

NEW CAR PRICES

AUTOCAR TOP FIVES

SUPER-SALOONS

Mercedes-AMG C63 S From £66,800
Mercedes-AMG:s best hot four-door of a big bunch. Chassis is
uncompromising but engaging With it. sk

AlfaRomeo Giulia Quadrifoglio
Wields its rear-crive platform to captivating effect. Other facets not quite
as stellar, but overall a dynamic return to form. s % % v

From£61,000

BMWM3 From£56,600
Sharp, lean and as precise as a surgeon's scaipel. Incredily well mannered
but abit reserved at low Speeds. % % % % 7

Jaguar XJR From£92.400
The Jaguar XJRis an enormously attractive and satisfyingly rapid luxury
saloon with chiselled style and performance Kudos to burm. s s s % ¢

AudiRS7 Sporthack
Mixes the punch of the RS6 and sleek Iooks of the A7 to offer serious all-
weather ground-covering ability with a dash of practicalty. 4 4 4 #c

From£86,985

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 83



C-Max Sdr MPV £19,195-£27,395
Afuntodriveandeasy tolive with
five-seat MPV ks
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.6T 182 E'boost
Titanium X SS

Grand C-Max 5dr MPV
£21,295-£28,865

Mid-sized Ford handles well,and
canbe hadinfive-or seven-seat
versions.Good value,good todrive
Jookk ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi150
Titanium

S-Max Sdr MPV £25,895-£37,045
Betterlookingandbetter todrive
than most but not quite the class-
leader its predecessor was kxk k'
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi150 Zetec

Galaxy 5dr MPV £27,845-£38,045
Huge seven-seat MPV.Easy toplace
ontheroad.Not cheap * %k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi180
Titanium

Tourneo Connect Sdr MPV £16,545-
£21,245

Ford's van-based MPV is practical
and spacious kol

TESTERS’ PICK: 1.5 TDCi120 Zetec

Grand Tourneo Connect Sdr MPV
£19,945-£23,495

Van-based seven-seater offers
huge carrying capacity and better
dynamicmanners thanyou'd expect
Jokkfrile

TESTERS' PICK: 1.5 TDCi120 Zetec

Tourneo Custom Sdr MPV
£32,635-£36,950

AFordTransit developed to haul
people about Hkk:
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi130
ZetecL2

Ecosport 5dr hatch
£15,045-£17,995

Pumpedup Fiestais okay, but
developing-world origins show
through **
TESTERS’ PICK:
125 Zetec

.0T Ecoboost

Edge 5dr SUV £29,995-£40,250
Mid-sized US-developed SUV joins
Ford's fleet totake onthe crossover
market kol
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi 210
Sport AWD

Kuga 5dr SUV £20,845-£34,445
Bigger,bolder and sharper-looking
thanits predecessor but stillin
possession of taut, responsive
handling. Not brilliant over rougher
terrain okk ok

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDCi150 Zetec

Ranger 5dr SUV £17,876-£27,776
Ford's UK pick-up getsa US- style
facelift. Arugged beast * ki
TESTERS’ PICK: 2.2 TDCi160 XL
Double Cab

Mustang 2dr coupé/convertible
£31,745-£40,745

American muscle built for the UK
Jok ke

TESTERS' PICK: 5.0 V8 Fastback

G40 2dr coupé £29,950

Abalanced, affordable and fine-
looking thing. Closed cockpitis anice
touch; some of the finish not quite up
to snuff Hok4ok
TESTERS' PICK: G40R

Jazz 5dr hatch £13,495-£17,705

Not the most compact or vivacious
carinthe segment, but cleverly
packaged. Handling decent; engines
couldbe better * k4’

TESTERS’ PICK:1.3i-VTEC SE Navi

Civic 5dr hatch £16,470-£32,300
Getsexpensiveif youwantahigh
equipment level, but frugal diesel
engine merits attention. Quirky but
spacious with it sk skl
TESTERS’ PICKS: 1.6i-DTEC Sport
Navi, 2.0i-VTEC Turbo Type-R

Civic Tourer Sdr estate
£18,585-£27,035

Versatile, comfortable and frugal;
onlyits price marksits scorecard
Jookkkle

TESTERS' PICK:1.6i-DTEC SE
Plus Navi

HR-V 5dr hatch £18,495-£26,055
Cleverly packaged and comfortable
crossover. Bland performance and
forgettable, though kk ke
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6i-DTEC SE Navi

CR-V 5dr SUV £22,755-£36,210
Tardis-like SUV stalwart has lots of
space for fiveandabig boot. Frugal
andeasy todrive k ks
TESTERS' PICK:2.0i-VTEC SE
Plus 2WD

HYUNDAI
i10 Sdr hatch £8995-£13,045
Prioritises maturity over the
liveliness of its forebear, but the
resulting caris practicaland well-
priced ks
TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 SE

i20 5dr hatch £10,995-£17,700
Appealingbudget supermini
combinesdecent performance and
equipment with good practicality
andlow running costs *kkkc
TESTERS' PICK:1.284 Premium SE

i20 COUPE 3dr hatch
£13,025-£16,200

Asabove, in sleeker coupé form.
Lacking dynamically ke’
TESTERS' PICK:1.284 Sport

i30 5dr hatch £15,295-£23,105
Asgoodas we've come to expect but
notoneinchbetter k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CRDi 110 SE Nav

i30 Tourer 5dr estate
£16,995-£24,795

Asgoodas we've come toexpectand
more practical %k ke

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CRDi 110 SE Nav

i40 4dr saloon £19,695-£27,595

Useful,inoffensive and well-priced.
No fireworks here %%
TESTERS' PICK: 1.7 CRDi 141 SE Nav

i40 Tourer 5dr estate
£20,945-£28,945

Apractical estate but stillrather dull
andordinary %k k4

TESTERS' PICK: 1.7 CRDi 141 SE Nav

Genesis 4dr saloon £50,705

Only available withapetrol V6 and
only at close to £50k. Ambitious
butqmte alongway out of its depth

TESTERS‘ PICK: 3.8 V6 GDiRWD

ix20 5dr hatch £14,145-£16,845

Usable high-roofed hatchis shorton
flair x4k
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CRDi 115 SE

i800 MPV £24,845-£26,845
Van-based MPV is surprisingly
decentand easy todrive. Lots of
seatsif youneed 'em kst
TESTERS' PICK: 2.5 CRDi136 SE

Tucson 5dr SUV £18,995-£32,700
Classy,roomy cabinand predictable
handling. Very competitive %k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 CRDi185 SE
Nav4WD

Santa Fe 5dr SUV £31,850-£38,295
Another big Korean with lots of space
onoffer for notalot of cash. Slick,
comfy andlikeable, if a bit expensive
to own Sk kodey'

TESTERS’ PICK: 2.2 CRDi Premium
st

INFINITI

Q30 5dr hatch £20,550-£32,330
Infiniti's first hatch uses alot of
the Mercedes A-Class blueprint
ok dkodesle

TESTERS' PICK: 2.2d Premium
Tech Auto

Q50 4dr saloon £29,320-£47,625
Credible compact saloon competitor
with some novel touches %%k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.2d Premium
Tech Auto

Q70 4dr saloon £33,750-£47,700
Big Infinitihas a spacious cabin but
limited practicality inthe broader
sense.Daimler dieselengineis quite
coarseand slow *
TESTERS’ PICK: 2.2d Premium
Tech

QX30 5dr hatch £29,490-£33,370
Infiniti's first hatchback gets a
higher-riding, more rugged look
ook dkoderle

TESTERS' PICK: 2.2d 7CT AWD
Premium

QXS0 5dr SUV £34,500-£42,600
Focusedon-road SUV. Drives well;
very littleinterior space * %
TESTERS’ PICK: 3.7V6 QX G

QX70 5dr SUV £43,770-£55,270
Big, powerful SUV.None of the
finesse of the X5 or Land Rovers
Fookk e
TESTERS' PICK: 3.7 V6 GT
Premium

D-Max 4dr pick-up £17,942-£32,342
Impressive towing and payload
ability;let down by agricultural
engines %k %
TESTERS' PICK: 2.5d 4x4 Single
Cab

JAGUAR
XE 4dr saloon £29,775-£44,995
Baby Jagtopsthe pile thanks to
outstanding driver appeal. Poised
andengagingbut refined withit.Not
asroomy as some kkk k4
TESTERS’ PICK: 3.0i340S

XF 4dr saloon £32,300-£49,995
Outstandingride and handlingand
arich, pleasant cabin.Notas roomy
as some; four-cylinder engines
disappoint ke

TESTERS' PICK: 3.0 V6 380 RWD
Auto

XJ 4dr saloon £58,690-99,370
No one else mixes dynamism and
refinement like Jaguar. It makes
the XJarareblend-although not
as spacious or cosettingassome
Jokokke

TESTERS' PICK: 5.0 V8 XJR

F-Type 2dr coupé £51,775-£110,000
Afull-blooded assault on Porsche's
back yard, with noise, power and
beauty. Ascharacterfulasany Jag,
ever *kk kit

TESTERS’ PICK: 5.0 V8 SVR AWD

F-Type Convertible 2dr open
£57,260-£115,485

Serious money, but aserious car with
alikeable wild side kx4
TESTERS’ PICK: 5.0 V8 SVR AWD

F-Pace 5dr SUV £35,020-£52,300
Credible first SUV effort handles
likeaproper Jaguar.Deservesa
better engine; ticks all the boxes for
refinement, handlingand ease of use
Fookkkle

TESTERS' PICK: 3.0dV6300S
AWD Auto

JEEP
Renegade S5dr SUV
£17,495-£28,595
Middling compact crossover with
chunky looks but no obvious charm
ok
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 Multijet Il
Longitude

Wrangler 3dr SUV

£31,840-£36,435

Heavy-duty off- roaderlackson road
manners s
TESTERS' PICK: 3.6 V6 Rubicon

Wrangler 5dr SUV
£33,510-£34,910

Heavy-duty andlarge off-roaderis
rather cumbersome %
TESTERS' PICK: 3.6 V6 Rubicon

Cherokee 5dr SUV

£26,345-£40,150

Hamstrung by poor UK spec.
Uninspiring, but roomy and practical

TESTERS’ PICK: 2.0d Longitude+

Grand Cherokee Sdr SUV
£45,050-£69,865

The best Jeep.Comfortableand
well-equipped Ak 4o’
TESTERS’ PICK: 3.0V6 CRD
Overland

Picanto 5dr hatch £8545-£12,595
Nice drive and cabin, but
overshadowed now by rivals
Fokok Yeie

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 SE

Rio 5dr hatch £10,945-£17,445
Looks greatandiswell-priced but
nowhere nearits Europeanrivals
Fokokfele

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 CRDi 3

FORD FOCUS RS

‘Unmatched by any other hot hatchback on

ur buck and handling appear

h 3 bang for yo [
MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK
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MERCEDES-BENZ SL500

‘The luxurious SL at its best. Bags of

performance and refinement’

MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK

Cee'd 5dr hatch £15,105-£23,610
Anotherlooker from Schreyer but
dynamically forgettable k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CRDi 134
GT-Line ISG

Cee'd Sportwagon 5dr estate
£17,595-£23,430
Anotherlooker, this time slightly
bigger but also forgettable #k4i
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CRDi 134
GT-LinelISG

Procee'd 3dr hatch
£17,495-£23,310

Slightly smaller and a more dynamic
looker, but stillnot one toremember
Fedfe

TESTERS' PICK:1.6 CRDi 134
GT-LineISG

Soul 5dr hatch £12,805-£29,995

Looks divide opinion. Better value
now, but stillhardly the best option
ook ke
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CRDi Connect

Optima 4dr saloon £21,495-£33,995
Looks the part butis well offthe

European saloon pace **%-
TESTERS' PICK: 1.7 CRDi 21SG

Optima Sportwagon Sdr estate
£22,295-£29,595

Looks the partbutit'sengine and
finish are well offthe European
estate pace *x
TESTERS' PICK: 1.7 CRDi 21SG

Venga 5dr MPV £11,995-£18,570

Versatileinterior, but firmrideand
highprice disappoint k%%
TESTERS' PICK:1.6 CRDi114 31SG

Carens 5dr MPV £18,195-£27,150
Nicely up to scratchnow but no class
leader. Good value, without feeling at
allcheap or austere %k ke
TESTERS' PICK:1.6 CRDi 114 31SG

Niro Sdr SUV

£21,295-£26,995

Kia's first fully hybrid car launched
inthe UKisasolid attempt, but lacks
therefinement of othersonthe
market %k
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 GDi 2

Sportage 5dr SUV
£18,000-£31,650

Goodride, handling and usability.
Looks goodandis decent value
Fok ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 CRDi 134
GT-Line AWD

Sorento 5dr SUV £28,795-£40,950
Kiaaims to move upmarket with
this smart, nicely appointed seven-
seater. Plenty of car for the money
Jook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 2.2 CRDiKX-1I1SG

X-Bow Odr £57,345-£70,717
Eccentriclooks, sharphandling
Expensive ksl
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TFSIRR

LAMBORGHINI
Huracan 2dr coupé/spyder
£162,000-205,000
Junior Lambo mixes usability and
drama skillfully. Chassis and steering
need work, but two-wheel-drive LP
580-2isthebest one yet kkk k'
TESTERS' PICK: 5.2V10LP 580-2

2dr coupé/spy
£260,040-£315,078
Big, hairy V12 Lambo has astonishing
visuals and performance. Handling
could be sweeter; oddly, roadster
beats coupéinthat respect kx4
TESTERS' PICK:6.5V12LP750-£4

LAND ROVER

Range Rover Evoque Coupé

3dr SUV £33,000-£51,200
Dripping with desirability; poised
and capable onroadand offit. Not
exactly practical, though *k %'
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0eD4 SE Tech
2WD

Range Rover Evoque

5dr SUV £35,000-£51,200
Asabove but slightly more practical
Jokkkle

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0eD4 SE Tech
2WD

Range Rover Evoque Convertible
2dr open SUV £47,500-£52,400
Losesitsroof but retains 4WD
Fokokfele

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TD4 HSE Dyn
Convertible

Discovery Sport 5dr SUV
£31,095-£46,510

Sevenseats, lots of space, fine
on-road handlingandLand Rover's
usual off-road ability — plus new
found desirability k4
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TD4 SE

Discovery 5dr SUV
£47,505-£56,005
Beginningtolook and feellikean
outmoded hulk, but the Discosstill
handles welland could be allthe car
you'llever need k'
TESTERS’ PICK: 3.0SDV6
Landmark

Range Rover Sport 5dr SUV
£59,700-96,900

Now bigger and better:a cut-price
Range Rover rather thanajumped-
up Discovery.Expensive tobuy and
run, butjustifies it ok ki
TESTERS' PICKS: 3.0 SDV6 HSE
Dynamic, 5.0 V8 SVR

Range Rover S5dr SUV
£76,350-£166,400

Whether outside the Dorchester or
atop Ben Nevis, the Rangie envelops
youinalavish, invincible sense of
occasion kkk ki

TESTERS' PICK:5.0V8
Autobiography

CT 5dr hatch £21,245-£29,745
Hybrid-only hatchback has a pokey
cabinand curiously mismatched
motive character traits. Alternative
but flawed —and pricey withit

ok ke
TESTERS' PICK: 200h F Sport

IS 4dr saloon £28,995-£36,750
Sleekjunior exec, wellmade and
interesting. Still a left-field choice
Fedokoke
TESTERS' PICK: 300h F Sport

GS 4dr saloon £33,495-£69,995

Restrictive enginerange limits GS's
appeal, but outstanding refinement
and cabin quality makeamendstoa
point %k
TESTERS' PICK:5.0V8F

LS 4dr saloon £99,995

Immutably built Lexus flagshipis
quietand gadget-packed but not
genuinely talented or special. Hybrid
modelworthrelatively little on CO,
tax hdok
TESTERS

ICK: 460 F-Sport

NX 5dr hatch £29,995-£42,995

Some goodideas butdramatically
offthe pacetodrive k%
TESTERS' PICK: 300h F Sport

RX 5dr SUV £39,995-£57,995

Low flexibility, but hybrid option
makes adegree of economic sense
Fokokdele

TESTERS' PICK: 450h F Sport

RC 2dr coupé £34,995-£67,995
Analso-raninthe segment,
althoughthe V8 RC-F packs plenty
of alternative character and handles
wellenough ke
TESTERS' PICK:5.0V8

LOTUS
Elise 2dr open £29,900-£45,600
If youwant adelicate, vivid and
unfettereddrive,nonedoesit better;
if youwant adaily driver, shop
elsewhere.More powerful Sworth
theextra k4
TESTERS' PICK: 1.8 250 Cup

Exige 2dr coupé £55,900
Sharp,uncompromising track car.
Unforgiving on the road k%
TESTERS' PICK: 3.5 V6 Sport 350

Evora 2dr coupé £72,000-£79,900
Therideandhandling put nearly
everythingelseinits shade.Shame
theinterior quality doesn't matchthe
price %k
TESTERS' PICK: 3.5V6 GT4

3-Eleven Odr open
£68,750-£97,083
Hardcoretrack car hasabroad

enoughtalenttobedrivenonthe
road ok k'c
TESTERS' PICK: 3.5 V6 410 Road

Ghibli 4dr saloon £49,860-£65,325
Bologna's attempt at an exotic
saloonhasacertainallure-butit's
pricey, under-powered and poorly
finishedinplaces *x*
TESTERS'PICK:3.0V6S
GranTurismo 2dr coupé
£82,910-£119,485

Not shortonrichness or desirability,
andwell capable of stirring the soul.
Material quality and fit and finish not
whatit should be, though %
TESTERS' PICK: 4.7 V8 Sport

GranCabrio 2dr open
£98,970-£125,675
Fantasticlooks and soundtrack,
average chassis xkx
TESTERS' PICK: 4.7 V8 Sport

Quattroporte 4dr saloon
£70,510-£115,980

Now afull-sized executivelimo,
with some (but not much) added
Maserati-brand flair. Off the pacein
severalkey areas *k kv
TESTERS' PICK:3.8V8GTS

Levante 4dr SUV £54,335

Italian flair and good Iooks appliedto
anSUV body **
TESTERS’ PICK: 3. OD Vé

2 5dr hatch £12,195-£17,395
Averygrown-upandwell-made
supermini.Drives withcharmand
vigour;enginesaren'tbrilliant
Jookkke

TESTERS' PICK:1.590 Sport

3 5dr hatch £17,095-£23,995
Uncomplicated handling dynamism
teamed with strong practicality and
punchy, efficient diesel engines. Too
sporty for some tastes *kk k'
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0165 Sport Nav

3 Fastback 4dr saloon
£17,395-£22,795

Refined and dynamically satisfyingin
saloon body style kA kkc
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0120 Sport Nav

6 4dr saloon £19,795-£27,995
Acompelling mix of size, economy
and performance. Interior alet-down
Yok kfrle

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0165 Sport Nav

6 Tourer Sdr estate
£22,425-£28,895

Attractively styled but average to
drive %k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.2D 150 Sport
Nav

CX-3 5dr SUV £17,595-£24,695
Another superminiSUV witha
sporting bent. Petrolmodels much
better thandiesel. Both quite pricey
but nicely appointed %4k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0120 Sport Nav

CX-5 5dr SUV £23,195-£30,995
Offers powerful diesel engines and
strong performance mixed with low
emissions. Crisp handling sk
TESTERS' PICK: 2.2D 150 Sport
Nav

MX-5 2dr open £18,495-£23,695
Brilliantly packaged, brilliantly priced
andeven more vibrantand perfectly
poisedtodrive thanthe original.

The 2.0isworththe extraoutlay

Yook kkok

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0i Sport Nav

540C 2dr coupé £126,055

The affordableendof McLaren's
spectrum *kkk

TESTERS' PICK:3.8V8

570S 2dr coupé £143,305
Asupercar-slayer foranewage.
Blisteringly fast and exciting,

with handling appeal farinadvance
of its price kkkk*

TESTERS' PICK: 3.8V8

570GT 2dr coupé £154,000
Asupercar-slayer for anew age with
added touring ability. Blisteringly
fastand exciting %k k*
TESTERS' PICK: 3.8V8

650S 2dr coupé £198,055
McLaren's mainstay goes from
convincing toutterly compelling.
Better daytodaythanaFerrari488
but not as special *x %k
TESTERS' PICK: 3.8V8

650S SPIDER 2dr open £218,305
More of the same although noisier



—andbetter forit Ak k ki
TESTERS' PICK: 3.8V8

MERCEDES-BENZ
A-Class 5dr hatch
£19,990-£40,695
We'rewarmingtoit, but the sportier
trimlevels should be avoided.
Desirableand attractive butlackinga
distinguishing drive -k k¥/c
TESTERS’ PICKS: A200d SE,A45
AMG 4MATIC

B-Class Sdr hatch

£22,170-£32,965

Aslightly odd prospect, but practical
and classy ke

TESTERS' PICK: B200d SE

CLA 4dr saloon

£25,395-£43,515

Facelifted CLA still suffers from
divisive styling *k kv
TESTERS' PICK: CLA200d Sport

CLA Shooting Brake 5dr estate
£26,375-£44,365

Facelifted and equally appealing
b 2.2, 2 04

TESTERS' PICK: CLA 250 AMG
4Matic

C-Class 4dr saloon
£29,295-£67,450

Mercramps up therichness with
outstandinginterior plushness and
curvaceous goodlooks. Engines
anddynamics not quite as refined,
though A4k

TESTERS' PICKS: C220d SE,
C63AMG

C-Class Estate Sdr estate
£29,495-£68,650

Decent practicality and fantastic
interior. Only okay todrive sk #k+c
TESTERS’ PICKS: C220d SE,
C63AMG

C-Class Coupé 2dr coupé
£31,585-£77,540

Nice balance of style, usability and
driverreward sk skok s
TESTERS' PICKS: C200d Sport,
C63AMG

C-Class Cabriolet 2dr open
£36,200-£78,295

Nice balance of style, usability and
driver reward skl
TESTERS' PICKS: C 220d Sport,
C63AMG

CLS 4dr saloon £47,000-£87,025
Original added-desirability four-
door. Almost asrefinedtodriveasit
istobehold. Shooting Brakeisacar
of rare elegance %%k
TESTERS' PICK: CLS63AMG S

CLS Shooting Brake 5dr estate
£48,580-£87,525

Handsome and practical estate

kAo

TESTERS' PICK: CLS63 S AMG

E-Class 4dr saloon/5dr estate
£34,440-£55,695

Awee bit pricey,andless sporting
thankeyrivals. Four-pot diesels a bit
sluggish. Estate version supremely
practical *kk4c

TESTERS' PICKS: E350d SE,

E63S AMG

E-Class Coupé 2dr coupé
£38,635-£46,430

Big, laid-back, genuine four-seat
cabrios arerare birds, particularly
whenthey'reasrefinedand
sophisticated as this one J skt
TESTERS' PICK: E400 AMG Line
Edition

E-Class Cabriolet 2dr open
£42,045-£49,800

Refined and sophisticated four-seat
cabriolet kx4

TESTERS’ PICK: E200 AMG Line
Edition

S-Class 4dr saloon
£72,900-£183,560
Solonginthelegsthat continents
flash by mid-stride.Has abusiness-
like opulence. Stillthe best luxury car
intherealworld. Calm,advanced,
rewarding %k %k

TESTERS' PICK: SS00 AMG LineL

S-Class Coupé 2dr coupé
£98,050-£185,480

Heavyweight contender. Continent-
smothering luxury s k*t
TESTERS’ PICK: S 63 AMG

S-Class Cabriolet 2dr open
£110,120-£192,805
Asabove,withthe optiontoopenit
uptothe elements kkkks'
TESTERS' PICK: S63 AMG

V-Class 5dr MPV £45,490-£52,335
Expensively appointed minibus -
with matching price tag &'
TESTERS' PICK:V220d Sport

GLA 5dr SUV £25,260-£45,555

Not the most practical crossover
but goodlookingand very decent to
drive ok dodes

TESTERS' PICK: GLA200 AMG Line

GLC 5dr SUV £35,580-£47,875

Not exactly exciting todrive, but does
luxury and refinement better than
anythingelseinthe class * k%
TESTERS' PICK: GLC250d AMG Line

GLC Coupé 5dr SUV
£40,580-£43,245

ASUV with coupé looks. Destined
tobeoutrunbythe X4 andonly
availablewithadieselengine

R 2.0 2 %4

TESTERS' PICK: GLC250d AMG

GLE 5dr SUV £50,075-£95,215
TheMLreplacementisn'tinspiring
todrivebutithasaclassyinterior
Jook ok

TESTERS' PICK: GLE250d AMG Line

GLE Coupé 5dr SUV
£61,350-£97,235

ASUV with coupé looks. Destined to
be outrunby the X6 %k ks
TESTERS' PICK: GLE450 AMG

G-CLASS 5dr SUV
£88,800-£150,975

Massively expensive and
compromised, but with character
tospare krkdev

TESTERS' PICK: G63 AMG

GLS 5dr SUV £69,110-£102,350
Theimpendingreplacement for the
GL-Class kv

TESTERS' PICK: GLS350d AMG
Line

SLC 2dr open £30,495-£46,360
Another small convertible edition
withallthe Mercedes charm

Jook ok

TESTERS' PICK: SLC300 AMG Line

SL 2dr open £73,810-£173,315

Big, luxurious drop-topis classier
thanaroyal stud farm.Few cruisers
feelmore special for the money
ok dkkode

TESTERS' PICK: SL400 AMG Line

AMG GT 2dr coupé £98,915-£111,495
Million-dollar looks and arailgun V8,
but uncompromisingly firm chassis

underminesits every-occasion, any-
road usability * %
TESTERS' PICK:4.0V8

3 5dr hatch £8399-10,499

Neatly tuned and nice sporty style.
Breaks the mould of sub-£9000
superminis kk kol

TESTERS' PICK: 1.5 3Form

GS 5dr SUV £14,995-£19,495

MG's first attempt ata smallSUV is
anattempt tore-establish the brand
ook kv
TESTERS' PICK: 1.5 TGi Explore

3DR Hatch 3dr hatch
£14,075-£23,155
Three-potenginesandcleverly
redesigned interior make the Mini
asuperb choice. Pricey to buy but
worththe money sk
TESTERS' PICKS: 1.5 Cooper,
2.0 John Cooper Works

5DR Hatch Sdr hatch
£14,675-£22,575
Minicharminamore usable
package, but stillnot as practical as
rivals ko

TESTERS' PICK: 1.5 Cooper

Convertible 2dr open
£18,615-£26,635

Open-top fun but compromised on
practicality and dynamics %k ke
TESTERS' PICK: 1.5 Cooper

Clubman Sdr hatchback
£21,375-£29,345

Cheery and alternative Mini
'six-door’ takes the brandinto
mainstreamterritory. Not as
rounded as some, but usable and
likeable nonetheless %%+
TESTERS' PICK: 1.5 Cooper

Countryman Sdr SUV
£17,125-£29,010
Big, but stillmore funky than useful

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 JCW

Paceman 3dr coupé
£19,125-£29,600

Two-door Countrymanis a Minitoo
far for us. Tough to like k¢
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 Cooper S

MITSUBISHI

Mirage 5dr hatch £11,499-£13,499
Straightforward hatchback. Not for
thelikes of us kk*cv's

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 MiVEC Juro

ASX 5dr hatch £15,249-28,399
Decentengine, but otherwisean
unexceptional crossover %k k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 MiVEC ZC-M
2WD Leather

Shogun 5DR 4x4 £29,634-£40,299
Hasits appeal. Needs more chassi
finesse, but stillcharming %k
TESTERS’ PICK: 3.2Di-DC SG2
SWB Barbarian

Outlander 5dr SUV
£24,799-£45,499

Creditable effort from Japan's SUV
specialists offers alot for the money.
Stillfeels cheapinplaces:PHEV a
boon for fleet users # k'
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 PHEV GX3h+
£35249

L200 S5dr 4x4 £20,998-£30,238
L200 pick-upisapractical, efficient
and muscular workhorse kv
TESTERS' PICK: 2.5D Series 4
4Life Single

3-Wheeler Odr open
£31,140-£34,955

Theeccentric, characterfuland
deftly brilliant Morganisathree-
wheeled testament to English
creativity *okkkk

TESTERS’ PICK:1.9115 Sport

4-4 2dr open £29,995

Hasits appeal,but not asrewarding
todriveasit couldbe ks
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6

Plus 4 2dr open £38,100-£43,200
Needs more chassis finesse, but the
Plus 4 charms nonetheless #kcc
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 2 Seater

Roadster 2dr open
£48,000-£55,140

More advanced, but pricey ani
needs better brakes ki
TESTERS' PICK: 3.7 V6

Plus 8 2dr open £73,494

Old V8 charmliveson, butthere'sno
ignoring the high price k'
TESTERS' PICK:4.8V8

Micra 5dr hatch £7995-£13,455

Runningcosts are low, butit's below
average overall * k%
TESTERS' PICK:1.2n-tec

Note Sdr hatch £10,995-£17,895
Itlacks abit of verve, but objectively
the Noteis entirely fit for purpose
Fookok ke

TESTERS' PICK:1.2DIG-S Acenta

Pulsar 5dr hatch £13,995-£23,015
Undeniably fit for purpose, but its
appealgoesnodeeperthanthat
Rt 2.2 0%4

TESTERS' PICK:1.2DIG-S Acenta

Leaf 5dr hatch £26,180-£31,880
Comfortable and still the cheapest
way intothe EV world ke
TESTERS' PICK: 24kW Acenta

Juke 5dr hatch £14,320-£24,610
High-riding, funky hatchisa
compelling package. High CO,
figures kv
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 DIG-T190
Tekna

Qashqai 5dr hatch

£18,545-£217,310

Thedefining crossover. Second-gen
model better allround, notably
efficiency, space andrefinement
Fokok kol

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 dCi130
N-Connecta

 MORGAN 3-WHEELER
‘As impractical as amechanical

e

typewriter. But just as brilliant, too”
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X-Trail 5dr SUV £21,995-£32,110
Therearen't many cheaperroutes
intoaseven-seat SUV.Bitofa
lightweight on power and 4x4
capability, though ke
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.6 dCin-tec 2WD

NV200 Combi MPV
£20,297-£21,067

Van-based multi-seat vehicleis
flexible and economical H A4
TESTERS' PICK: 1.5dCi 90 Acenta
Tst

E-NV200 Evalia MPV
£28,527-31,869

Battery-powered people-mover
isworld's first seven-seat EV MPV
Yook kel

TESTERS' PICK: 80kW Tekna Rapid

Navara NP300 Sdr 4x4
£23,635-£31,845

Atough pick-up happy bothonthe
roadand off it ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.3dCi160 Acenta
King Cab

3702Z 2dr coupé £27,860-£38,050
Old-school, profoundly mechanical
and quite hairy-chested. An Austin
Healey 3000 for our age —but
meaner ke

TESTERS' PICK: 3.7 V6 Nismo

GT-R 2dr coupé £79,995-91,995
Themonstrously fast Nissan has
beentweaked and sharpenedto
close the gap on charismaticrivalin
the market %k #irs

TESTERS' PICK: 3.8 Track Edition

M600 2dr coupé £248,184-£277,309
Deliciously naturalandinvolving;
abitergonomically flawed.
Outrageous pace and handling

Yok kdeie

TESTERS' PICK: 4.4 V8 Sport
Coupé

PEUGEOT
iOn 5dr hatch £16,995
i rtrain, comically

TESTERS' PICK: 47kW

108 3dr hatch £8495-£13,585
Sister car tothe Aygo—anddistant
secondtomost city carrivals

Yook kdele

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
Allure Top

108 5dr hatch £10,485-£13,985
Five-door versionisless appealing
thanits Citroén and Toyotassiblings
Kok fevle

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
Allure Top

208 3dr hatch £12,365-£22,665
Abigimprovement for Peugeot, if
not for the supermini class kv
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
Allure S&S

208 5dr hatch £12,965-£18,915
Asabove, with added five-door
practicality %k
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 PureTech
Allure S&S

308 5dr hatch £15,930-£28,890
Noname change,but the classy all-
round appeal of the latest 308isall-
new.Abit tight on space but aserious
contender nonetheless k%
TESTERS'PICK:1.6 THP 270 GTi

by PS

308 SW 5dr estate £18,315-£27,815
Estate body style enjoysthe classy
appeal of the hatch ks
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Allure

508 4dr saloon £23,650-£31,500
Competent and likeable package,
althoughitlacks any real spark
Yok kdede

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Allure

508 SW 5dr estate £24,905-£37,550
Asgoodasthesaloon,only better
looking sk 4deilc

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Allure

2008 5dr hatch £13,970-£20,920
Efficient and well-mannered

but facelift doesn’timprove the
shortnessonspaceandstyle

Yook kdele

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Allure

3008 5dr MPV £21,110-£25,160
Cleverly packaged Peugeot offers
justenough SUV DNAto makethe
difference, butisreallyinneed of its

AUTOCAR TOP FIVES

CITY CARS

—

VolkswagenUp From £8800

VW city caris no revolution, just a trademarked effort to beat its rivals on
finish, refinement and econ0mY. s s %

Hyundaii10 From£8700
The latest i10 prioritises maturity over its former liveliness, but the refined
resultis stil a first-rate ity car, s % % 4 v

SuzukiCelerio

From£7000
Pleasing to drive, cheap to buy and decent to Sitin, the Celeriois a
no-nonsense option — and very likeable for it. 4+

Fiat Panda From£9400
The Panda may not have quite kept pace with ts rivals, but it still sells
robust, practical charm better than any. s # 4 v

Vauxhall Viva
A derivative and charisma-free take on the madern city car but not devoid
0f usabilty or space. Cabinis GBCeNt, 0. <

From£8000
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HARDCORE SPORTS

FE

Porsche911GT3RS

From E131.li];]

Proof that Porsche hasn't forgotten how to do on-limit nuttiness when the
0ccasion demands it. s 4 s 4

Ferrari 458 Speciale
Huge premium means it can't overcome the GT3, but that doesn't stand
hetween it and greatness. Fanulous. s sk

famnorgnini Aventador Superveloce

LotusExige S
Only fantasy machines of arare and expensive calibre are capable of
seeing off the Lotus. It's that good. s 4 s 4k

McLaren6751T
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From£208,000

From£260,000
Limited-run supercar brings out the very best in the Sports Series and has
the punch to matchits price. Magic. 4 s 4

From£315,000
[t's taken 7400hp to doit, but the four-wheel-drive Aventador is now a
proper Lamborghiniin the old-SChool Mould. 4 4 s -

From£53,000

facelift. Good value %k ¢
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Allure

5008 5dr MPV £23,130-£27,030
Another mid-sized five-plus-two-
seater.The 5008 feelsits age but still
offersaslicker and more engaging
drive than many k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 120
Allure

Partner Tepee 5dr MPV
£15,645-£20,030

Likeable, practical van-based MPV
FokokYole
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 BlueHDi 100
Active

RCZ 2dr coupé £24,200-£27,500
Classy, interesting, fun coupé.
Peugeot has gotits mojo back
Jokokke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 HDi163 GT

718 Boxster 2dr open
£41,739-£52,617

Ourideaof drop-top perfectionis
alsoan outstanding sporting two-
seater.Exceptionaltodrive, whether
cruising or hurrying sk ke
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0718

718 Cayman 2dr coupé
£39,878-£50,756
Scalpel-bladeincisiveness, supreme
balance and outstandingdriver
involvement. Very practicaltoo - for
atwo-seater kkkHk

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0718

911 2dr coupé £76,412-£145,773
Delivered onthe eve of asixth
decade, the 991is as brilliant and
distinctive as any beforeit. Still
morethanworthy of itsiconic status
Jokok kol

TESTERS' PICK: Carrera S

911 Cabriolet 2dr open
£85,253-£154,614

The best Porsche doesn'tlose any of
its charm without its roof k-
TESTERS’ PICK: Carrera S

Panamera 5dr hatch
£79,715-£113,075

Technically brilliant but lacking a bit
of souland visual allure. V6 dieselis
anoutstandinglong-distance car
Fookokkle

TESTERS' PICK: 4.8 V8 Turbo PDK

Macan 5dr SUV £43,553-£68,073
Spookily good handling. Asports
utility vehicleinthe purest sense
Hedkok ok

TESTERS' PICK: 3.6 V6 Turbo PDK

Cayenne 5dr SUV £52,689-£119,720
Agile, capable, desirable. V8 diesel
makes the line-up more varied. Not
aspracticalas some, butaclassy
cabinand mostly good fun k%'
TESTERS’ PICK: 4.2V8 S Diesel
Tiptronic S

PROTON
Savvy 5dr hatch £7995
Compromiseinqualityisn'tworth
the saving %
TESTERS’ PIC

2 Style

Satria Neo 3dr hatch

£8495-£9495

Best Proton yet but still unjustifiable
Jokyiriede

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 GSX

Gen-2 5dr hatch £9195-£11,195
Hugely disappointing * g
TESTERS' PICK: 1.3GLS

RADICAL
SR3 2dr open £58,200-£66,958
Spectacularonthetrack;notso
good onthe way home ki
TESTERS' PICK: RSX

RXC 2dr coupé £94,500-£117,500
Designed for poundingarounda
track.Not for the openroad k¢
TESTERS' PICK: 3.7 V6

RENAULT
Twizy 2dr hatch £6895-7795
Zany solution to personal mobility.
Suitablyirreverentandimpractical
Fokokfele
TESTERS’ PICK: EV Dynamique

Zoe 5dr hatch £17,795-£20,245
Farmore practical zero-emission
solution. Attractive price sk kv
TESTERS’ PICK: Dynamique Nav
Twingo 5dr hatch £9545-£13,595
Handsome, unusualrear-engined
city car —but not the classleader
JokokYove

TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 TCe 90
Dynamique Energy

LOTUS EVORA 400

Clio 5dr hatch £11,815-£22,425
An attractive, stylishand fairly
practical proposition that does
the Frenchtradition credit. Fluent
handling; cabincheapinplaces
ook ke

TESTERS’ PICK: Renault Sport
220 Trophy

Captur 5dr hatch £14,745-£21,885
Jacked-up Clioisamongthe better
downsized options. Cabin space and
value better thanthe classnorm.
Stylishand fluent-riding %%k
TESTERS' PICK: 1.5dCi110
Signature Nav

Megane 5dr hatch £16,950-£25,850
Stylishand refined but bland.
Nothing exceptional sk k'
TESTERS' PICK:1.2TCe115GT
Line Nav

Kadjar Sdr SUV £18,795-£28,495
Finevalue,good cabin space, decent
todrive and fine-looking. Not quite
asclassyasits Nissan sibling, but not
far away * k% k-

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 dCi130
Signature Nav2WD

ROLLS-ROYCE

Wraith 2dr coupé £237,471-278,223
Anintimate, involving Rolls-Royce.
Lessgrandthanitsrangemates, but
ofteninthe measures that makeit
greatinother ways %k ki
TESTERS' PICK: 6.6 V12

Dawn 2dr open £264,055
Essentially as above, but de-tuned
andinanelegant convertible form.
Jok ke

TESTERS' PICK: 6.6 V12

Ghost 4dr saloon
£224,943-£260,823

‘Affordable’ Rollsisamore modern,
driver-focused car thanits bigger
brother. Stillhugely special. Ride just
alittle bitunsettled at times k44
TESTERS' PICK: 6.6 V12

Phantom 4dr saloon
£320,175-£373,743

BMW built a sublime Rolls-Royce
whenittook overin1998.Stillthe
greatestand most aristocraticlimo
money can buy k4
TESTERS' PICK: 6.8 V12

Phantom Coupé 2dr coupé
£349,311
Luxuryinabundance,butina
sportier form k'
TESTERS' PICK: 6.8 V12

Phantom Drophead Coupé

2dr open £369,687
Extremeluxury witharemovable
roof *kkks

TESTERS' PICK: 6.8 V12

Mii 3dr hatch £8440-£11,265

Not asdesirableor plushinside as the
Up, butdamnnear as goodtodrive—
andwell-priced with it Joksodee
TESTERS' PICK: 1.060 SE
Technology

Mii 5dr hatch £8795-£11,995
Asabove,butinmore usable five-
door form sk
TESTERS' PICK: 1.060 SE
Technology

Ibiza SC 3dr hatch £10,000-£18,900
Asharp-looking coupé that handles
well.Cupraversionis ariot. k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2TSITIOFR

Ibiza Sdr hatch £12,210-£15,735
Sharp-looking five door hatch lacks
the verve of the Ford Fiesta * 4
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2TSITIOFR

Ibiza ST Sdr estate £12,910-£18,035
Rivals aremore practical, but that
doesn'timpact onits funnature
Yook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 TDI105FR

Leon SC 3dr hatch £17,400-£31,485
Asever,aGolfin cut-price Spanish
clothing —except slightly crisper-
looking and better-handling. Worth
considering *k k'

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI 290 Cupra

Leon 5dr hatch £18,230-£31,790
Dittoabove, but herein five-door
form ki

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI 290 Cupra

‘An enhanced and more likeable Evora.
Crucially, it's easier to live with, too’

MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK

Leon ST 5dr estate £19,225-£32,785
Good-lookingandresponsive
hatchback-turned-estate sk
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI290 Cupra

Toledo 5dr hatch £17,195-£19,995

Makes practical sense butleavesno
otherlastingimpression sk #7vs
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 TDI 115 Style

Alhambra S5dr MPV £24,885-£36,130
Acheaper,plainerandlessdesirable
sister for the VW Sharan. Spacious,
versatileanddecenttodrive
Jokokkle

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 SE
Ecomotive

Ateca 5dr SUV £17,990-£29,990
Seat'sfirstattempt totakeonthe
SUVmarket —andit's good k4
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.6 TDI115 SE
Ecomotive

Citigo 3dr hatch £8275-£10,770
Czechtakeonthecity carismore
plainthan some but well finished and
strong todrive %k ke

TESTERS' PICK:1.060 SE

Citigo 5dr hatch £8625-£11,120
As above, with added rear-door
practicality Jkdodevs
TESTERS' PICK:1.060 SE

Fabia 5dr hatch £10,750-£18,025
Atouchderivative design-wise, and
noclass-leader onhandlingor cabin
space, but strong claims everywhere
else kkkkr

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 TSI 110 SE

Fabia 5dr estate £12,630-£18,910
Atouchderivative design-wise,and
noclass-leader on handling or cabin
space, but strong claims everywhere
else ok k ks

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 TSI110 SE

Rapid 5dr saloon £16,505-£19,110
Essentially aFabiain saloon form, so
likeableif slightly dull k4
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 TSI 110 SE

Rapid Spaceback 5dr estate
£13,675-£18,520

Estate shape makes most sense of
Rapid's skinny body 4k
TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 TSI 110 SE Sport

Octavia Sdr hatch £16,660-£27,990
Almosttoobigtoqualifyasa
hatchback, the Octavia does comfort
and practicality like no other. Good
engines,too *kkkic

TESTERS' PICKS: 2.0 TDI150 SEL,
2.0TSI230VRS

Octavia Estate 5dr estate
£17,880-£29,410
Class-leadingamount of space

and practicality. Comfortable, too
Fokok ke

TESTERS' PICKS: 2.0 TDI150 SEL,
2.0TSI230VRS

Superb 4dr saloon £19,060-£34,305
Another commendable Czechvalue
option bigon quality and space, small
on price ok ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI220 SE
LDSG

Superb Estate Sdr estate £20,260-
£35,505

Evenmore commendable than
above thanks to huge estate boot
R0 0 054

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI220 SE
LDSG

Yeti 5dr SUV £17,210-£27,545
Oneofthefirstto successfully
miniaturise the crossover formula.
Spacious, useful, unpretentious and
genuinely cheery %k %k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI110 SE

SMART

Fortwo 3dr hatch £11,125-£13,810
Pricey two-seater haslots of urban
appeal but out of town performance
andhandlingisn'tasrounded as
others Hkks'r

TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 Proxy

Fortwo Convertible 2dr open
£13,265-£15,950

Asimilar storyinopen-top formas
for the hatch ok ke

TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 Proxy

Forfour Sdr hatch
£11,620-£14,930

Four doors gives the Smart more
mainstream practicality. Still
expensive, though kil
TESTERS' PICK: 0.9 Proxy

SSANGYONG

Tivoli 5dr hatch £12,950-£19,500
Trailsthe Duster asthe best-value
small crossover —but not by much
Jookkfrle

TESTERS’ PICK: 1.6d EX

Tivoli XLV Sdr hatch
£18,250-£20,500
Tivolionsteroids - growninssize for
more practicality andisjoined by
arange of personalisation options
Kdokfe
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6d 4x4

Korando Sdr hatch
£15,995-£22,495

Good foraSsangyong, poor by class
standards kkk .
TESTERS' PICK:2.2d EX2WD

Korando Sports 4dr pick-up
£17,337-22,977

Arugged-looking pick-up, but lacks
allof the finesse shown by its nearest
rivals kholeies'

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0d EX4WD

Rexton W 5dr SUV
£22,995-£28,995

Rugged seven-seater makes short
work of mud. Asphalt more tricky
Jokk o

TESTERS' PICK: 2.2d EX

Turismo Sdr MPV £18,995-£24,995
Incredibly ungainly but offers huge
real estate for the money *x*
TESTERS’ PICK: 2.2d EX

SUBARU
Impreza 4dr hatchback £17,495
Appealing hatchback, but feelsatad
old-fashioned %%
TESTERS' PICK:1.6iRC

WRX STI 4dr saloon £28,995
Appealingandbehindthe times
allat once k4ol

TESTERS' PICK: 2.5 STI

XV 5dr SUV £21,995-£26,995
No-nonsense crossover doesn't
quite make enough sense -k #rvc
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0D SE

Levorg 5dr estate £27,495
Impressively practical but only
available withanauto'boxandone
trim Hokke
TESTERS'

K:1.6i GT Auto AWD

Forester Sdr SUV
£25,495-£30,995

Solid, spacious and wilfully unsexy
*Fok
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0i XE

Outback 5dr estate
£27,995-31,495
Acceptableinisolationbutno
benchmark %
TESTERS' PICK: 2.5i SE
Lineartronic

BRZ 2dr coupé £22,495-£25,495
The GT-86's half brother looksjust
asgoodinSubarublue.Cheaper, too
Yook kdok

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0i SE

Celerio 5dr hatch £6999-9799
Pleasingtodrive, cheaptobuy
anddecenttositin, the Celeriois
ano-nonsense option—and very
likeable for it kAl
TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 Dualjet SZ3

Swift 3dr hatch £8999-£14,149
Cutelooks and rewarding handling.
Sportisexcellent fun %k
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 Sport

Swift 5dr hatch £9499-£14,649
Cutelooks and rewarding handling,
eveninthis more practical form
Yok kfele

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 Sport

Baleno 5dr hatch £13,249-£15,599
Suzuki's family-sized hatchback
makes use of clever little engines

Yok kfrile

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2 Dualjet SZ5
Jimny 3dr 4x4 £12,499-£15,279

The smallest four-wheel-drive Suzuki
islooking dated %k cvc

TESTERS' PICK:1.3524

Vitara 5dr SUV £14,499-£22,849
Utterly worthy additiontothe class;
drives better than most k k'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4 B’jet S Allgrip



SX4 S-Cross S5dr SUV
£14,999-£24,349
Notaclassleader,butaveryworthy
crossover. Refreshed look givesita
new lease of life %k
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.6 SZ-T Allgrip

TESL
Model S Sdr hatch
£53,880-£114,580
Genuine 300-milerange doesn'tjust
make the Model S astandout electric
car;it feelslike the future of luxury
motoring k4l
TESTERS' PICK: P9OD AWD

Model X Sdr SUV

£64,480-£117,580

Genuine 300-milerange doesn't just
make the Model X a standout electric
car;it'saluxury seven seater with
falcondoors *kk k4

TESTERS' PICK: 90D AWD

TOYOTA
Aygo 3dr hatch £9135-£13,245
Impactful stylingdoesalot
torecommendit. Strongon
infotainment but not asrefined or
practical as some %k kil
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.0 x-pression

Aygo 5dr hatch £9535-£14,345
As above, but withrear doors
Jokkfele

TESTERS’ PICK: 1.0 x-pression

Yaris 3dr hatch £11,750-£13,920
Good space and value but notaclass
leader k7'

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 VVT-ilcon

Yaris 5dr hatch £12,350-£18,095
Stylishinterior but ultimately a
scaled-down version of bigger
Toyotas kkk
TESTERS' PICK:1.33VVT-ilcon
£14265

Auris 5dr hatch £16,390-£25,140

Disappointingly average. Thereare
many better rivals %k
TESTERS’ PICK:1.2T VVT-i Design

Auris Touring Sports 5dr estate
£17,490-£26,240

Nothing wrong, but nothing
exceptional k4l

TESTERS' PICK: 1.2T VVT-i Design

Prius 5dr hatch £23,600-£27,355
Better all-round comparedtoits
predecessors k't

TESTERS' PICK: 1.8 VVT-i Business
Edition

Prius Plug-In 5dr hatch £33,450
Plug-inhybrid Priusis clever and
appealinginits ownright %k sk
TESTERS' PICK: 1.8 VVT-i Plug-In

Prius+ Sdr MPV £27,050-£31,300
Expensiveandugly. Bigger though
R 2.0 8 (8%

TESTERS’ PICK: 1.8 VVT-i Excel

Avensis 4dr saloon £19,300-£27,085
Nothing wrong, but nothing
exceptional. Good spec *k*
TESTERS’ PICK: 1.8 V-matic
Business Edition

Avensis Tourer 5dr estate
£20,480-£28,890

Good spec but anunexceptional
estate otherwise *k*
TESTERS' PICK: 1.8 V-matic
Business Edition

Verso S5dr MPV £18,925-£26,095
One of Toyota's better niche
modelsisunburdenedby ahybrid
powertrainandoffers decent space,
arespectabledriveandakeenprice
R R 0 8 (8%

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 V-matic Icon
Tseats

Proace Verso Sdr MPV
£26,050-£35,400

One of Toyota's niche modelsis
unburdened by ahybrid powertrain
and provides decent competitionto
the Vivaroand Transit equivalents
Jokkfele

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0D 180 Family
Compact

C-HR 5DR SUV £20,995-£27,995
Coupé-shaped crossover aims to
bringthe fight to Nissanandthe
Juke. Thusfarits seems to hit the
right notes ko'

TESTERS' PICK: 1.8 Hybrid Excel

RAV4 5dr SUV £23,755-£32,975
Asolid option, but ultimately
outgunned by Korean competition
Jook ke
TESTERS' PICK:2.0D-4DIcon

Land Cruiser 5dr 4x4
£36,465-£55,465
Arealgo-anywhere vehicle.
Available with seven-seats kx5
TESTERS' PICK: 2.8 D-4D Active

Hilux 5dr 4x4 £22,955-£35,265
Arealgo-anywhere vehicle with the
added practicality of beinga pick-up
ok kel

TESTERS' PICK: 2.5 D-4D Active
Double Cab

GT86 2dr coupé £22,705-£28,695
Who knew Toyota had another
dynamic masterstrokeinit after the
Lexus LFA? Almost as muchfunas
alimited budget can buy. Splendid
RS 2,00 ¢

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 Aero

Viva 5dr hatch £8745-10,145

Plenty of space for the money but
lacking equipment and youthfuljoie
devivre kdok i

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 75 Ecoflex SE

Adam 3dr hatch £12,110-£19,045
Certainly looks the part, but there
are better superminis ahead of it
Yok He e
TESTERS' PICK: 1.4150 Rocks S

Corsa 3dr hatch £9745-£18,630
Veryrefined, stylishand practical,
butitsenginesaren’tsogood

Fokok v

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0T 90 Ecoflex SE

Corsa 5dr hatch £13,250-£19,200
Amore practical version of the
Corsa, whichisrefinedand practical
Jokdodede

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0T 90 Ecoflex SE

Astra 5dr hatch £15,445-£22,965
Good handling and nice engines but
its working-class roots still show
through # k'

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0T 105 Ecoflex
TechLine

Astra Sports Tourer

5dr estate £16,735-£24,255

More composed and practical than
the hatchback k k%'
TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 CDTi160
BiTurbo SRi

Insignia 5dr hatch
£17,439-£32,404

Nearly asgood asaMondeo. Inert
steering kk k4
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0CDTi170
Ecoflex SRi

Insignia Sports Tourer

Sdr estate £19,669-£33,704
Hugely spacious but no funtodrive
Jokkodee

TESTERS' PICK:2.0CDTi170
Ecoflex SRi

Meriva Sdr MPV £13,410-£22,395
Clever Flexdoors make sense

for young families. Nice todrive
ook dkodele

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4T 140 Exclusiv

Zafira Tourer 5dr MPV
£18,615-£29,580

Looks upmarket but feelslesssoon
theinside. Some clever packaging
features make good use of what
spacethereis.Ordinarytodrive
Jodkdkdevle

TESTERS' PICK: 1.4T 140 Exclusiv

Vivaro Combi MPV
£23,623-£25,216

Vauxhall people-mover based onits
popular van kol
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0CDTi90
Ecoflex SWB

Mokka X 5dr hatch £19,655-£26,765
Compactand competent but short
onpersuasive quality just likethe
Mokka 4k
TESTERS'PIC

:1.4T 140 Design Nav

VXR8 4dr saloon £55,550-£56,220
Charismatic Vauxhallis more brutish
and unsophisticated than some.
Unbeatable on horsepower-per-
pound, though #k*-
TESTERS' PICK: 6.2 V8 Maloo LSA

PEUGEOT 308 GTI

‘Vivacious hot hatch runs

the Golf GTI close’

MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF R

‘Blends sophistication with

) . 8
VOLKSWAGEN

Up 3dr hatch £8995-£11,350

VW's city caris norevolution—justa
trademark effort tobeatitsrivalson
finish, refinement, desirability and
economy *k ks

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 60 Look Up

Up 5dr hatch £9395-£25,280
Ditto above, withadded five-door
convenience k't
TESTERS' PICK:1.0 60 Look Up

Polo 3dr hatch £11,525-£20,370
Stillthe sensible choiceinalot of
ways: usable, refined, easy-going,
desirableand very solidly built

R 2.0 0 9%

TESTERS’ PICK:1.0TSITIOSEL

Polo 5dr hatch £12,155-£21,000

And even more useful with five doors
ok Aok

TESTERS' PICK: 1.0 TSITIOSEL

Golf 3dr hatch £17,625-£33,100
Alittle expensive it may be, but
there'senough quality here to
Jjustify the expense. Classiness
democratised * ki
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI220GTI

Golf Sdr hatch £18,280-£35,820
Asabovebutinthe five-door form
most buyers arelikely to opt for
Fokokkode

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TSI220GTI

Golf Estate Sdr estate
£18,980-£34,455
Andevenmore practicalinload-
lugging body style k4
TESTERS’ PICK: 2.0 TSI300R
4Motion DSG

Golf SV 5dr MPV £19,255-£27,610
MQB platform gives the Golf proper
MPV proportions. Stillno C-Max,
though H4k
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 SE

Jetta 4dr saloon £19,155-£25,055
Bigboot, pleasant dynamicsand
good pricing. A bit dull ke
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 SE

Beetle 3dr hatch £16,820-£25,390
Hugeimprovement, but the Golf
hidingunderneathisasuperior car

PICK: 2.0 TDI150 Sport

Beetle Cabriolet 2dr open
£19,775-£28,545
Hugeimprovement and quite chicin
open-top form sk k4

TESTERS’ PICK: 2.0 TDI110

Scirocco 2dr coupé
£21,040-£34,390

Acomplete coupé. Entertaining,
practical and stylish * sk sk
TESTERS'PICK:2.0TSI280R

Passat 4dr saloon

£22,680-£40,180

Lands convincing blows with quality,
usability, smartlooks and civilised
manners. Atouchtoo conservative
tobe entertaining, though *k%-/r
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 SE

Passat Estate Sdr estate
£24,230-£41,730

Smart-looking and civilised estate

b 2. 8 9%

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI190 SCRGT

CC 4dr saloon £25,475-£33,515
Loses aname and adds some flair but
never compels k4 k'

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI184GT

Touran 5dr MPV £22,270-£31,535
The medium-sized people-carrier
done conservatively —butdone

very well. Refined and wieldy, with
excellentinfotainment options

Fokok ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDISCR150 SE

Sharan 5dr MPV £26,680-£36,660
Full-sized seven-seater offers
outstanding versatility and space
withtidy handlingand VW-brand
desirability Jk sk

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150 SE

Caddy Life 5dr MPV
£19,759-£26,316

Rugged workhorse built to
supplement the Touranand Sharan
Kk k¢

TESTERS’ PICK: 2.0 TDI150

immense driver appeal

MORE AT AUTOCAR.CO.UK

Caravelle Sdr MPV
£37,686-£55,362

Rugged workhorse builttocarry
people k k%
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI 204 SE

California 5dr MPV
£38,214-£55,790
Ruggedworkhorsebuiltto carry
people and put themup for the night
Jookk
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI150

Tiguan 5dr SUV

£22,510-£36,375
Animprovement onthe previous
generation, butisitawinner?

ook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 TDI SCR150
SE Nav

Touareg 5dr SUV £43,935-£49,895
Anunusually straightforward
sort:comfy, capable, refinedand
obedient-handling. Five seats only
Yook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 3.0V6 TDI 262 SE

Amarok 5dr 4x4 £25,419-£35,931
Volkswagen quality of build and
interior matchedtoaruggedexterior
Jookkke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 BiTDI180
Trendline

V40 5dr hatch £21,950-33,775
Not perfect, butahandsome, well-
packaged, pragmatic and likeable
car:rare commoditiesinthe class
Jook kv

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 T3 R-Design

S60 4dr saloon £22,395-31,625

New frugal four-pot diesel has given
Volvo'smiddleweightanew lease
oflife. Determinedly understated,
mature and laid back k'
TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 D4 SE Lux Nav

V60 5dr estate £23,075-£52,270
Mature and appealing cabin, nice
looks and smooth drive. Too small
Yook ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 D4 Cross
Country Lux Nav

$90 4dr saloon £32,555-£42,055
The newmid-size executive car ready
totake onthe Germans k%'
TESTERS’ PICK: D4 Inscription

V90 5dr estate £34,555-£44,055
The new luxury Swedish saloonina
more practical estate form kkc's
TESTERS’ PICK: D4 Inscription

XC60 5dr SUV £32,685-39,890
Refreshing car design from Volvo,
made more competitive by itsengine
revolution.Not quite as spacious

as some but has useful features

Yook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 D4 R-Design
Nav

XC90 S5dr SUV £46,850-£64,555
Cleverly packaged, smartly styled,
competitively priced and pleasing
todrive.Ascloseathingtoaclass-
leader as Volvohashadinalongtime
Yook ke

TESTERS' PICK: 2.0 D5 Inscription
AWD

05 2dr open £59,995-£89,995
Mexicantrack day specialhasa
pleasingly pragmatic and forgiving
chassis. Turboengineisn't the most
characterful k%

TESTERS' PICK: RR 2.3 Ecoboost

WESTFIELD

SPORT 2dr open £20,588-£28,745
Entry-level Westfield. Sport Turbois
very quick and fun but no Caterham
Yook ko

TESTERS' PICK: 1.6 Sigma 155
Sport

E10 Odr open £26,995-£39,995
Thelatestinalongline of English
mid-engined marvels. Earnsits
stripesimmediately; expecta
dedicated following k%
TESTERS' PICK: 2.3R

WHAT'S CO

NEW CAR PRICES

MING WHEN

VOLKSWAGEN T-ROC | DECEMBER
Previously referred to as ‘the Golf SUV’, the T-Roc is

expected to make its debut
motor show. The high-ridin
styling and will offer petrol
manual or auto gearboxes.

at this month’s Geneva

g five-seater has chunky

or diesel engines with
Inside, it gets Volkswagen's

Active Info Display digital instrument panel and a 9.2in

infotainment screen. Price

MA
AC Cobra 378, Atalanta sports ca

Ferrari 812 Superfast,GTC4 LussoT,
Honda Civic, Hyundai 30, Jaguar F-Type
update, F-Type 400 Sport, Nissan Micra,
Renault Captur update, Seat Leon Cupra
R, Skoda Octavia update, Volkswagen
e-Golf, Golf Hybrid, Zenvo TS1 GT (right) &%

£19,000 (est)

RCH
r,BMW 670Li xDrive update,

APRIL/MAY

AlpinaB3S,B4S, D5, Audi A5 Cabri
BMW 4 Series update, Kia Picanto,

jolet, 05, SQ5, Avatar Roadster,
Lamborghini Aventador S,

Huracan RWD, Lotus Exige Race 380, Exige Sport 380, Mercedes-

AMG E63 Estate, GT Roadster, GTC

Roadster,Mercedes-Benz E-Class

Coupé, GLA, V-Class Camper, Noble M600 Speedster, Piecha AMG GT-

RSR,Porsche Panamera, Renault

Scenic Hybrid Assist, Grand Scenic

Hybrid Assist, Skoda Octavia VRS 245, Kodiag, Subaru BRZ update,
Levorg update, Volkswagen Golf update

JUNE
BMW 5 Series Touring, Seat Ibiza, Skoda Citigo update, Rapid update,
Suzuki Swift, Vauxhall Insignia Grand Sport, Insignia Sport Tourer

JULY
AlfaRomeo Stelvio, Alpine A120, BMW M4, Bristol Bullet, Citroén

C3Picasso, Fiat 500L update, Jag
Maserati Ghibli update, Mazda CX:
GTRcoupé, Mercedes-BenzE-Cla

Lex

uar XF Sportbrake, Kia Soul EV,
-5,Mercedes-AMG E63 Estate,
ss All Terrain, Range Rover Velar,

Renault Koleos, Mégane Hybrid Assist,
Vauxhall Crossland X, Volkswagen
Arteon

AUGUST
us LC, FerrariF12 M, Kia Niro PHEV,

Volvo XC40 (left), XC60, S90T8,V90T8

SEPTEMBER
Alpina B5 Touring, D5 Touring, Ford Fiesta, Honda Civic Type R,

Mercedes-AMG GLC63, Mercede:
S-Class, X-Class, Smart Fortwo Ele

s-Benz E-Class Cabriolet,
ctric Drive, Fortwo Cabriolet

Electric Drive, Forfour Electric Drive, Ssangyong Rexton,

Subaru XV, Toyota Yaris update

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Abarth 500X, Audi RS3 Saloon, RS3 Sportback, TTRS,
BMW 2 Series update, M2 update, 6 Series, X3, Hyundai i30N,
Kia Stinger, Mercedes-Maybach G650 Landaulet, Mitsubishi Eclipse,

Nissan Qashqai, X-Trail

DECEMBER

AstonMartin V8 Vantage, Audi A8,

Bentley Continental (right), Faraday
Future FF 91, Fiat 124 hard-top, GLM
64,Honda CR-V, Jaguar |-Pace, Jeep

Compass, Kia Sorento, SUV, Lotus

X-Perience, Vauxhall Grandland X,

-
Evora 400 Roadster, Nio NP9, Seat Arona, Arona X-Perience, Ateca

Volkswagen T-Roc, Touareg

Stay up to date with the latest new car launches with
Autocar’s online news page: autocar.co.uk

1MARCH 2017 AUTOCAR.CO.UK 87



W6 AAR £595
HIAAT  £390
W30 AAW £290
R26 ABB £595
V2ABC  £895
ABE2S  £1400
FITABE £720
P25ABS £595
P28 ABS £895
R29 ABY £595
FITACC £790
ACHI54  £1900
PI2IACK £595
TACN  £4500
PIOACT £595
6501 AD £2200
K6ADA  £695
P2IADE  £795
R25ADE £695
ADE 4I3A £990
B7ADF  £595
P24 ADM £695
PI23 ADM £595
R25ADY £595
X403 ADY £290
400 AE  £4100
T65AFC  £595
P25AGE £595
R29 AGE £595
JTTAGF  £250
R9AGM  £595
JOAGR  £795
AIG 5018 £290
NIAJA  £1200
XI2IAB  £695
P32IAJB £595
R29AJG £595
P29AH  £695
HILAJH  £1700
R3IAL  £595
L500 AJM £595
PI23 AJP  £695
R600 AJP £595
Y6AR  £995
K50 AJR  £595
S400AJS £695
GY AKH  £595
JA4 AKY  £2100
P2IALB  £695
W99 ALB £490
YOO8 ALD £390
VOALD  £695
V29ALF  £795
L6ALL  £1090
P26 ALS £695
ALWIIlY - £1200
P23ALX £795
JITALX  £695
N900 ALX £595
P24 ALY £995
MB06 AMB£390
N25AMB £895
P32IAMB £695
P24 AMC £695
W555 AMG£595
AMW 659V£390
R23AND £595
P25AND £795
P3IAND £695
BDI4 ANE £590
P24 ANG £995
W6 ANH  £595
AJO9 ANN £695
ANNI3Y  £3900
HB0ANN £995
JT0ANO  £490
N5ANP  £590
1222 AP £2500
WI9APL  £595
TTAPS  £1300
E5APW  £595
P28 ARB £695
BI4ARC £595
ARF 1145 £390
XI00 ARJ  £390
D6 ART  £1300
R2IART  £695
C55 ART  £795
EI4 ARY  £1500
S3IASA  £595
P3IASH  £1300
J505 ASH £795
B600 ASH £895
ATASK  £795
M222 ASM£390
DISASP  £595
K5ATB  £595
KI55 ATH  £490
JIATP £990
XI3AUD £695
FIAAUD £895
AUD I6)  £1400
K800 AUD £595
JTAWB  £695
HIOAWD £290
VIAW)  £790
AXI8I2  £590
586 AYD £995
800BA £3200
BAB42S £890
R29BAD £695
W9BAG £595
YOBAH  £595
BAL55E £1300
R2IBAM £595
P23 BAR £595
R25BAR £595
R2IBAS £595
C20 BAT £695
W9BAW  £390
R2IBAX £595
BAZ494 £895
BAZ 3561 £595
BAZ 9321 £690

A5BBA  £1400
195BBP £795
Y24 BBY £590
P28 BBY £595
197 BCA  £1300
368 BCA £1200
D9BCM £790
BCZ29 £795
CIBDC  £995
WIBDS  £1400
C5BDS  £890
BEA2L  £2100
587BEA £895
3BEC  £13274
R24BED £595
BEL5K  £1600
BEL26Y £695
AL55 BEL £490
P477 BEL £590
P27 BEN £1300
LIOBEO  £190
R2BES  £895
BES 615 £1200
CIIBET  £595
P3BEV  £1700
DI3BEV £1200
R27BEV £995
TIIBEV ~ £895
P200 BEV £790
B878 BEV £595
P23 BEX £895
BEZ38 £795
BEZ838 £595
BF 5870 £995
BF 6960 £1800
Al4BFH  £590
AIBGO  £690
RIBGS  £990
BHZ24  £895
BIL6908 £695
W90BJC £290
333BJX £695
BJZ27  £895
67BL  £4400
442BLG £1200
T2BLW  £390
E2BMB  £590
877BME £995
NGO3 BMW£490
ALO7 BMW £290
PI9BMW £895
W26 BMW £795
BW57 BMW £490
220 BMW£3200
63BN  £2900
BIBNF  £790
750 BNP £1930
BNS2S  £390
P24 BOB £1400
KI00 BOB £1200
612 BON  £1300
P23B00 £595
H3BOW £695
X3BOX  £1400
WIS BOX £895
P26 BOX £795
M66 BOX £795
SL07 BOY £290
SC08 BOY £390
R26 BOY £595
255BP £2800
1686 BP  £1880
89BR £7055
J66BRH  £290
V88 BRY £995
RI23 BRY £795
673 BRY £1900
BS 8072 £1700
TIBSC  £890
BSKI53 £895
C2BTV  £390
$600 BUC £490
M44BUD £595
C8BUG  £995
C20BUG £695
K55BUG £890
R2IBUL  £595
127BUL  £1300
FIBUN £2420
R23BUN £595
P24BUR £595
853 BUR £1400
R23BUT £595
$900 BUT £590
S9BVC  £290
BIBVG  £590
P3BWB £390
T6BWB  £390
BXG862 £695
2192 BY  £1400
1984C  £3900
1985 CA  £3100
R24 CAB £595
P29 CAB £595
553 CAB £1800
FIICAD  £995
J32CAD £595
DIICAF  £695
ABIO CAL £290
CAMI2A £2500
PI23 CAM £795
SI9 CAN  £595
G97 CAR  £595
CARI2IS £895
P29 CAS £995
TI57 CAS £390
P26 CAT  £995
F80I CAT £590
D9CAV  £595
MI6 CAW £595
CAZ 8233 £690
CAZ 8901 £595
500 CBM £1900
DIOCCY £390

G7CDB
CDJ 757
J8 CDM
TICDP

X5 CDR
G4 CDW
CEC7D
C8CEE  £800
PR6I CES £1100
CEZ 3332 £290
N333 CFC £595
L8CGS  £595
RIICHD £795
CHESM  £995
WIOCHR £595
P5CHS  £795
CIG383 £695
P400CJB £695
RI2ICJH  £595
PI23 CJS £695
J8OCKA  £190
P45 CKE £695
DJ54 CKY £190
P24 CLB £595
LE52 CLK £390
683 CLN £1300
N5CLS  £895
GIOCLW  £390
CLZI790 £290
1995CM £2500
A9CMC  £995
P2ICMC  £595
M400 CME £190
L3CMR  £695
R2CNB  £390
293CNK £595
C8CNM  £390
P23COB £595
R27C0B £595
J70COB  £695
662 COE  £1700
M50 COG £590
K70 COL £1400
R25CON £695
J29CON £795
P555 CON £595
K4 COX  £1200
Y444 COX £595
M400 CP) £190
213CPW  £1400
R27CRA £595
W9CRH £595
TICRL  £695
R25CRS £695
RI2ICRS £595
403 CRV  £595
G5 CRW  £695
154CS  £4400
BICSD  £695
CsU6I8  £695
N3CTB  £595
L9CWS £595
299DA  £3400
UT04 DAD £290
K7DAF  £695
M70 DAL £595
P002 DAN £595
P32I1DAN £995
P25DAR £695
P32IDAR £595
B888 DAS £595
VX02 DAV £290
B35DAV £795
D89 DAV £895
$002 DAY £290
AI8 DAY  £1300
DAY 76N  £1400
F2DBM  £595
CJosDC)  £190
W9DCL £595
A4DCN  £590
W6DCR £595
K5DCW  £595
4155DD  £1900
SHO2 DDY £590
65DE  £4700
P26 DEB £1400
0056 DEB £990
BI2DEE  £1100
P23DEE  £1100
PADEK  £595
P26 DEL £595
207 DEL  £1600
R2IDEM £595
P24 DEN £1400
RI30 DEN £1090
W200 DEN £695
§222 DEN £795
P900 DEN £595
Y3IDER  £595
548 DER £1400
K9DES  £995
L66 DES £795
516 DES  £1500
P23 DEV  £595
N55DEV  £690
DEWI2F  £695
BLO4 DEX £190
DEZ250 £795
TODFT  £190
DFVIY  £590
3468 DG £1300
N6DGB  £695
V4DGW  £695
CIODHA £1500
KIDHL  £490
L33DHR £290
M4DHT  £390
M77DHT £290
DIG 6520 £490
V53DJB  £795
L700DJB £695
T90DJC £695
P32I1DJC £595

Elite Registrations

OPEN: BANK HOLIDAYS I0OAM-4PM, MON-FRI 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-5PM, SUN I0AM-5PM

Tel: 01380 818181 elitereg.co.uk

These personalised registrations (our stock & client held) are offered on a first come, first served basis, subject to availability and our acceptance of

your ag! top

fromus. Tt more

ilable. Prices fluctuate. Most are subject to VAT and all are subject to the £80 Dept. for Transport

fee. See our website for more registrations plus terms of business and FAQ. Trading for over 40 years. Write: P.0. Box 100, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 4TE

R2IDJG  £695
R23DJH £695
B2D))  £595
$44DIM £995
P700 DIM £595
R29DJP £
WIIDJP  £595
R26DJR  £595
D2I1DJS  £995
728 DKG £595
192DKH  £595
N4DLC  £595
53IDLT  £995
R7DLV  £290
XIDMA  £1200
CI8DMG  £290
G9DMJ  £595
140 DMR  £1500
N4DNO  £710
PADOB  £695
DOC 83K £895
351D0C £2200
M44DOD £540
B24DOE £290
DOF7  £4800
S30D0G £595
N9DON £1700
DONIIV  £2700
V66 DON  £990
W8IDON £795
DON98 £7800
X32IDON £695
472 DON £2900
B3DOT  £695
W50 DOT £595
994 DOT £1500
VIDOW  £895
4997 DP £2020
TI23DPH  £190
J3DRC  £695
LIDRK  £590
CODRP  £695
DRZ 7462 £290
DS 7804 £130
R4DSG  £695
DSV942 £695
X9DSW  £595
Y9DTB  £595
DTS 618  £1200
PI3DUB  £490
DUG 672 £1800
P24DUN £595
R24DUN £595
RA04 DWO £190
S5DW0  £190
RI4DWO  £190
A20DWO £190
6IDY  £3600
HOEAL  £695
EB712 £3600
831EBY £1300
EC 8261 £1400
E7TECG £595
LIBECK  £1100
L9EDA  £695
V28 EDD  £595
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479EPB  £695
92ER  £4900
ER342 £4410
HAS4 ERA £190
YOERC  £595
ERG 224 £1200
CIERH  £695
A9ER)  £390
NAERN  £795
421ES  £2700
ESB462 £1580
ESK937 £595
R5ESP  £695
ESS8Y  £995
ITESS  £2400
N99ESS £795
R23EST £595
6036 ET £1300
P24ETE £695
8ISETM  £1300
JASIETS  £290
9I56 EV  £795
P2EVE  £1600
R28EVE £895
P333EVE £795
424 EVE £2800
R29EV0 £795
T8EVS  £895
P28EVS £695
DIEXC  £890
WOIIEYE £290
555EY) £695
H4EYL  £390
A4FAD  £595
LI2FAP  £290
FAS 562 £1600
275 FAT  £1500
ATFAX  £290
RIFCB  £595
95FD  £3500
38FE  £3900
FEENIS  £995
R2IFEE  £595
DR444 FEL £490
FEN5W  £995
EI9FEN £595
J30FEN  £595
6398 FH £1300
FHR 947 £795
FILI535 £790
75F)  £4300
FI1 6159  £1600
FIV74l  £795
FK 7575 £1500
FIFFLD  £490
TISFLY  £695
P2IFLY  £795
RATFLY £595
NIFML  £790
KIS FMW  £250
F0 9935 £1500
594 FOH £595
G25 FOX £1300
AMSI FOX £490
JAOFRA  £595
FRE 545 £995

R28 GEO £695
GER 148  £1800
C8GES  £695
GF 146  £3700
TIGFH  £695
T719GFR  £595
M8 GGS £5900
R7GHC  £580
GIL 1449 £890
GIL 8659 £695
R70GJG £290
S60GJS £390
333GK  £3100
V400 GLE £290
JIGLY  £1400
424GLY £795
1990 GM £2700
1GMA  £12000
N6 GMB  £695
A9GME  £390
DIO GMF  £390
GN 4861 £1700
H7GNL  £490
B6GOB  £390
GIlGOW  £695
BIGPC  £1200
ATGPH  £695
A6 GPW  £695
1966 GR
K800 GRA £590
W7GRH  £590
P60 GRN £290
D3GRW £695
GT 5963 £2600
GTF 559 £995
MIGTL  £990
B8GTL  £590
GBI2GTR £490
COGUN £1300
SIGUS  £2500
G37GUY £895
H20GVE  £190
JIAGWA  £190
GWB 25 £3500
15GWP  £2900
SIGWS  £I375
2006X) £695
489 GYM £1280
H8669 £4500
8026 HA £1500
8IT9HA  £1300
D07 HAM £290
JIOHAT  £695
R24 HAY £695
HAZ 5212 £595
N2HCK  £390
S8HCN  £190
FISHDS £790
52HE  £4400
R27THED £695
VITHEL ~ £995
P23 HEL £795
C8HEM  £895
W9 HER

R2I HEW

HEZ123  £695
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444 HXY

£695

I1BZ 2654 £39

IDZ 85
ILZ 750
T30 JAC

£695
£595
£1400

E999 JAC £1200

R33 JAE
K8 JAF
Y7 JAG
T55 JAG

£590
£695
£1600
£1100

JAG 654 £4000

JAH 12D
G6 JAK

£895
£1880

JAK192  £7500
§222 JAK £895

P26 JAM
E72 JAN

£795
£1400

E549 JAN £795
M700 JAN £1200

G9 JAP
D9 JAR
Al6 JAR
M70 JAR
P24 JAS
RI2I JAS

£795
£1200
£990
£695
£995
£895

C002 JAT £290

W9 JAW
DIl JAW
VIILJAX
P25 JAY

£995
£695
£695
£995

JB3969 £4600

H8 JBS
V2JCD
D4JCL
F6JCM
K20 JCS
J2 DK
P24 JDM
Y5 JEF

£695
£795
£695
£895
£695
£695
£695
£1400

JEF 348N £695

R7JEL

JEL 867
P24 JEM
R23 JEN

£795
£1200
£795
£1600

83JEN  £5900
$200 JEN £1400

LI0 JER
S7JES
R24 JES
BI66 JES

£695
£1600
£1100
£695

JES 735X £695
BBO8 JET £390

KIJFL
ALJFN
P2JFV
YLJFW

£590
£990
£290
£1300

JFZ6095 £290
JAO4JGA  £190

P2JGB
HI9 JGC
D7 JGR
776 JGW
JH5
KIJHO
JIL 343
A9 JID

£52000

£695
£290
£695
£795

£890
£995
£790

TS 929
0G7 JTW

JUN 3N
J77)VB
364 JVX
E6JWB
RIJXT
555 JXY
PLIYC

P25 KAT
JB54 KAT
LI4 KAY
P23 KAY
KAY 99V
KAZ 565

59 KE
P23 KEL
T5 KEN
KEN 22P
X40 KEN
86 KEN

R23 KER
R2I KES
SI9 KEV
127 KEV
KEV 82N
RAI3 KEY
4692 KF
JI8 KFK
CIKLL
KI6 KLT
9150 KM
892 KNK
P77 KOS
KP 8655
C20 KPH
V2 KPR
862 KR
3730 KR
KRM 893
S8 KRY
C7KSP
CIKSR
548 KTW
KULlIO
NI KWE
694 KWL
800 KX
P23 KYM
A20 LAD
J9 LAP
B5 LAW
M5 LAW
E6 LAW
R26 LAW
$80 LAW
P55 LBA
494 LBH
SILBJ
Tl Lco
Hill LDA

£695
£290
£995

£995

KAZ 6694 £595

£3600
£895
£1700
£1200
£995
£3300

N222 KEN £795

£695
£795
£1200
£895
£2400
£390
£1200
£190
£390
£190
£1900
£690
£290
£1400
£290
£390
£2800
£1600
£1400
£390
£390
£1400
£795
£595
£490

£1300
£890
£290
£3235

LIK8  £4800
H7LUL  £490
1LV £7954
PTLLA  £590
BSLLB  £490
K55LLS  £390
JILMB  £995
MILNG  £1400
50L0OD £2500
12310D £1500
NI8 LOH
KI55 LOH £590
470L00 £595
R2ILOR £795
GIILOT  £695
R3ILOU £1300
880LP) £795
CILPP  £690
V444 LRE £390
83ILS  £3900
LSA 945 £1400
L666 LSB £390
RILT £590
LTRI77  £1100
9421LTW  £990
P55LUC £695
NSLUK  £795
P29 LUK £695
S55LUU  £190
NE55 LUV £490
555LXE  £695
555LYF  £695
RJOSLYN £1380
LYN2IM £2500
P29LYN £1200
3ILYN  £5100
PI23LYN £995
1972M  £4900
V999 MAB £590
P26 MAC £1200
P23 MAD £795
W27 MAD £695
K3 MAG £1400
M40 MAL £1300
MAL63 £3600
103 MAL £2500
L333 MAL £990
C777 MAL £895
SI3MAR £795
CWI5 MAR £290
JWI5 MAR £290
RI2IMAR £695
P23 MAS £695
P28 MAT £1200
PI2I MAT  £895
DI39 MAT £695
SI4 MAW  £695
R26 MAX £1300
$29 MAX £1500
P23 MCG £695
R2IMCM £695
N30 MCN £420
MCRIR £1800
R6MDB  £795
T27MDG £290
4010 ME  £1500
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L8 MPY  £790
MR 6646 £2500
MC59 MRC£390
VI23 MRK £695
J80 MRY  £290
MSB 691 £2200
NIMSD  £1300
C2MSN  £290
YIMSR  £995
TIMIC  £695
TMT)  £4300
7426 MU £1300
P2IMUL £795
TS02 MUM £390
DIIMUM  £795
MUM 77V £695
R7TMUR £895
BI3MUR £695
1759 MW £1900
GIMWG  £690
8539 MX £795
7002 MY £1200
Ma4 MYS £390
222 MYX £795
I851MZ  £595
JINAF  £1500
W2NAH  £695
BPO2NAN £190
NAR 594 £995
DI4 NAS £9659
W25 NAT  £895
W444 NAT £795
L5NDO  £390
GIONDY £895
HVI4 NDY £390
WESI NDY £1780
TIONDY £795
53NE  £3100
STINES  £795
PINET  £1200
R28NET £795
JS53 NET  £190
TANET  £4400
P3INEY £995
J600 NEY £590
NEZ90 £895
C7NGP  £390
K2NGW  £440
NJ 5555 £2800
T6NJU  £390
T3NKC  £390
AINKG  £1100
HEI3NLB £490
PA55 NLM £290
M3NMP  £490
47T9NMT  £595
49NN £4100
D64 NNE £790
B234 NNE £790
NNM 870 £890
TINNS  £2500
44NNS  £2200
P32INNY £695
NI2NOL  £290
NOSIIIA  £895
222NR  £4100

L065 OUT £490
99 OYR

0YY750 £895
N4PAB  £995
P26 PAD £590
P29PAD £695
GI PAE  £1380
L2 PAM  £1500
TT05 PAM £490
JI2PAM  £995
92PAM  £3900
V333 PAM £795
T800 PAM £695
S6PAN  £895
S5PAR  £3100
R29PAR £695
P24 PAS £695
PI2IPAS  £895
A98 PAT  £1200
D98 PAT  £995
A304 PAT £695
847 PAT £2500
PAV3T  £1200
H3PAW  £995
EIPBB  £795
PBB335 £995
102PBP  £595
PBWOI7 £1400
PBZ4l  £895
1978 PC  £2500
A6PCH  £795
PCP 475 £1300
A4PCW  £795
1978 PD  £2900
T6PDA  £490
J33PDJ  £540
A9PDL  £795
PDXI91  £695
W33PEA £290
R2PEE  £490
MYPEG £895
R24PEN £695
PEN758 £795
P8O PES £390
ATPET  £795
P33 PET £420
PEZ595 £595
PFAG3I  £1100
X7PFB  £590
5388 PH £2300
K3PHH  £390
JA4PHH  £190
PHZ35 £895
PlJ4I  £1400
1567 P)  £1200
BIGPID  £490
PI23PJH £695
SI3PIM  £695
J6PIW  £990
X8PLC  £695
PLI 458  £1300
530 PMA £1300
A6PMG  £695
B5 PMH

L2 PMS

N6 PMW  £690
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REGISTRATIONS ALSO WANTED
FOR IMMEDIATE OUTRIGHT PURCHASE

TSIEDG  £695
YIIEDY £595
PISEFC  £540
A99EFC £695
I9EG  £4800
E7EHF  £350
EJB8V  £795
BIEJD  £1I00
286E)V  £995
600EX £895
H8EKE  £200
AISEKE  £390
T8EKS  £695
EKU76  £990
27EL  £4800
6977EL £995
W3ELB £590
R2IELS  £595
G333 ELS £695
MLO3ELY £190
R24ELY £695
ELZ558 £695
P25EMA £895
P25EMM £595
NIEMR  £1100
S3EMR  £490
Y35EMS £1200
RI2IEMS £695
S57EN  £2800
24E0  £4200
E08769 £895
222E0D £895
86EP  £4300

GD56 FRY £290
FRY70Y £695
L99 FRY £595
2378 FS £1800
AIFSN  £890
TI0FUN £595
FIFVC  £690
FW 8041 £1700
44FX)  £695
B5FY  £2900
384 FYC £895
476 FYT  £1040
GALIT  £1600
V4GAM  £795
Al4 GAM  £595
P26 GAR £595
GAS 319 £1900
W3IGAV  £795
T555 GAV £595
BISGAY £390
XIGCG  £795
333GCG £1200
90IGCR  £895
RIGCT  £1700
GDN 490 £895
R32I GEE £595
M2 GEF  £1700
R24 GEF  £595
P27GEM £895
GEM 3IlY £1200
B5GEN £895
$999 GEN £595
GEOIR  £2700

HIL878 £995
14I8H)  £995
2518 H)  £1500
KIHG  £795
D3HIM  £695
80HX  £695
L2H)Y  £190
625IHK  £595
N7HKY  £290
HL23  £5600
A2HLE  £390
YIHMY  £990
37HN  £3600
R24 HNA  £490
P2IHOG £695
LIBHOJ  £190
FTHOP  £895
FEHOT  £895
88HP  £8800
3HPG  £5700
MI55 HRR £290
J50 HRW  £290
1990 HS £2300
R5HSA  £790
L8HSN  £290
ISIHTA  £1400
KTHTG  £290
I6HU  £5100
CMO03 HUG £190
W4HUG £695
30HV  £3100
VIHVH  £790
12IHW  £3400

JIL6P
D4)LC
A8 JL

£695
£995
£290

IM 1444 £2900
R800 JMA £290

P29 JMB
VIJMF
H2 JMR
P74 JMS

£795
£1500
£895
£695

K800 JMS £790

4457 N

£1400

D055J0B £290
LA57JOB £790

952 J0D
R23 JOE

£1200
£1300

83JOE £7500
861JOE £3435
JOLIW  £2500

R26 JON

£1600

GM62 JON £790
JON 108W £1700
JON 196W £1600
JON 386W £1200
P777JON £1400
€922 JON £895

988 JTD
J3JTH

£1300
£895
£795
£695
£795
£795
£1200
£695

849 LDE

P25 LEA
R24 LEE
P29 LEE
V777 LEE
YILEH
G8 LEM
LEN 6X
D9 LEN
S23 LEN
V29 LEN

LEN 408
JTLER
P5 LES
TIO LES
LES I3E
Al6 LES
P90 LES
LES 166X

6 LEW
MI9 LEW
R23 LEX
Al0 LGO
LHM 607
$29 LHR
LIB 883
LIW1I0
3302
c7u

£695

PAO4 LEA £195

£695
£1500
£1400
£1100
£990
£790
£2700
£1500
£995
£795

N333 LEN £695

£1700
£895
£1700
£895
£2940
£1200
£795
£790

LES 279X £790
LKO4 LEW £290

£7055
£895
£695
£190
£995
£190
£795
£795
£895
£590

DB65 MEB £190
MEG 38W £1200
X55 MEL £1400
A92 MEL £1200
PI2IMEL £895
E749 MEL £675
YIMES  £795
S5MET  £995
CIMEV ~ £890
D3MFE  £390
73TMFK £595
GIMGB £795
TIMGF  £1600
MGF4Y £895
23 MHO £2420
420 MHO £795
CIMHW  £1100
1969 M) £2500
Y97 MJB  £695
W27MJC £795
R27MIM £795
R69MIW £695
L9O MLW £290
P2IMMC £695
L8 MMS £2200
K6 MNG  £390
6IMO  £7500
B5SMOE £790
G30 MOF  £695
R23MOG £695
R24MOL £695
R23 MOS £695
M6 MPD £695

NRWIP  £1100
NS 5551 £3000
V5NSB  £695
YINSC  £990
INSM  £15000
NVI304  £1300
90NY  £4100
270NY  £3600
C50AP  £590
C70AV  £790
MI3 0BR £290
OEF 922 £790
OEL 545 £895
156 OFF  £895
H20HU  £290
869 OHW £995
VBOLH  £390
OLY147P  £490
B3OMF  £290
RI3ONS £490
B200B £895
DIOOF  £1100
00045 £6900
0008V £890
K8OPB  £565
860R  £4500
OR 4340 £1900
CASIORE £290
VIORH  £790
L90SG  £290
RIOTB  £790
L90TS  £490
LIOUE  £1500

97PN £4300
PP9I29 £1700
S8PPP  £795
P3IPPS  £695
PI2IPPY  £695
PR49  £11200
AIIPRC  £795
ROPR)  £490
B6PRM  £695
H7PRO  £690
A9PRX  £290
PSF942 £695
PSL583 £695
S20PSO  £190
I6PTG  £4120
PTH487 £1400
XIPTT  £690
30PV  £4500
B9PVB  £290
G5PVS  £390
GIPWR  £1300
222PXW £695
AIPYH  £690
555 PYH £695
PYLI  £9000
2195RA  £1500
T5RAA  £690
RAB 40Y £1200
L88 RAF  £695
RAGOM £2300
D20RAG £895
R23RAG £795
RJI02RA) £490

V20RAJ)  £895
P23RA)  £795
RAJ 798X £890
DR54 RAL £290
M99 RAM £695
NKI3 RAN £990
DWO04 RAO £190
BI6RAO  £290
V5RAP  £790
USO2RAS £190
RASIIF  £3550
BIORAV  £695
E3RAW £1400
P6 RAY  £1800
T22 RAY  £1500
R29 RAY £1300
MA54 RAY £590
P600 RAY £695

5 |RAZ2I3  £695

RBC 843 £1200
J50RBS  £290
RC 5420 £2300
RC 8043 £2520
CI2RCH £795
RCIT17  £1200
RSI2RCS £290
P2IRCY  £695
N2RDB  £790
D2RDG  £890
E6RDG  £795
FIORDS £695
P28 RDY £695
RDZ 5060 £290
C5REG  £1100
B7REG £795
200 REG £1700
REG 751  £1400
R28REV £695
T777 REV £1400
HEREX  £695
YS8REY  £695
GISREY £490
P555 REY £290
5204 RF  £1500
AVISRFC  £190
RGC890 £995
A3RGE  £590
RGF3P  £590
TTRGG  £490
N9RGM  £695
VIRGP  £1400
YIRGT  £1400
M400 RID £390
Y2RK  £790
N99RIM £695
200RK £3700
476 RKP  £895
P28 RKR £795
S2IRKS  £390
Y5RLM  £695
P80 RMB £590
991RMF  £1200
12IRNM  £1400
H5RNT  £390
42RO  £3600
JIOROB  £1600
$27ROB £1500
ROB 475M£1380
BIIROD £1380
X44ROD £895
G50 ROD £1500
A62ROD £795
G8IROD £695
286 ROD £1700
853 ROD £2200
ROG4X £1800
W700 ROG £695
D3ROL £1200
JTRON  £2420
R9RON £2300
ES0RON £895
RON 95Y £1300
T99RON £1280
RON 993R £695
K4 ROS  £1500
WITROS £795
R65R0S £895
MU09 ROX £390
Y7ROY  £1400
DBO09 ROY £590
YIIROY  £995
EISROY £895
S29ROY £795
481 ROY £2700
F561 ROY £590
ROY7I5 £2800
P7TTROY £795
WORPB £695
BIRPS  £1300
L5RPS  £695
RRG 374 £795
PIRRX ~ £790
J222RRY £875
M333 RSB £390
N4RSM  £790
T20RSP  £290
A9RSU  £290
RT40 £33I86
7I2RTA  £1200
P2IRUN  £695
K8RUP  £390
JARUS  £1500
R23RUS £895
TOORUS £795
RUV 369 £1580
RV4863 £895
M4RVL £1800
I4RY  £4900
M200 RYE £290
AMSIRYN £390
BIRYY ~ £990
RZ5948 £595
TI9SAF  £695
SAL5T  £3900

LIOSAL  £1300
R23SAL £995
JHO4 SAM £795
K009 SAM £890
P2I SAM £2200
SAM 50Y £3300
PI2I SAM £1300
SP65 SAN £290
YIIISAN  £795
SI21SAN  £995
SW07 SAR £290
P24 SAR  £695
SAW 689 £1800
SBU823 £795
JIOSCL  £190
KIOO SCL  £190
J200SCL  £190
P245CO £895
V300SCO £390
C5SCR  £695
1970 SD  £2400
SDD 332 £1300
CI4SDN  £390
G7SEA  £695
R2SEL  £1900
YIISEL  £695
K60 SEP  £390
P2ISER  £895
L2SFC  £995
JI2SFF £190
SI23 SHE £795
SHE 220D £790
H3SHM  £695
M44 SHT £290
TRIOSHY  £190
X333S)B £995
P21SJG  £695
PI2ISIP  £695
EI2SIR  £695
A6 SKA  £695
CAS5 SKC £490
N7SKP  £695
L77SKY £790
SL7279 £2800
L3SLG  £490
B4SLK  £1400
C900 SLK £790
Y333 SMB £390
P25SMC £695
X700 SMC £590
X4 SMW  £1500
T22 SMW £695
BISNA  £890
N2SNA  £490
SNT517  £795
ASIO SON £695
P3ISON £795
S0U 5008 £190
X55P0  £490
SPO7  £4900
S23SPT  £390
7898 SR £2940
KIS5SRD £290
D3SRL  £890
37SRL  £2420
SRO 701  £1400
SRP 463 £895
NISSC  £1300
M444 SSS £590
XISTD  £695
A9STD  £490
204 STD  £1200
P3ISTE  £695
STUIL  £5500
P26 STU £1500
$400STU £1100
STUS52l) £795
87281V £1880
M880 STV £290
555SU £4500
A7SUE  £3600
JOSUE  £2600
FIOSUE £690
P27 SUE £1400
WI0O0 SUE £995
E379 SUE £795
SURIM  £2940
TT04 SUZ £390
S44SWC £290
M70 SWC £290
S80SWC £290
M90 SWC £290
M200 SWC £190
SX16964 £29

H4SXY  £690
5I58Y  £6500
SYL2N  £790
D5TAL  £895
SI'TAM  £1100
R23TAM £795
TAM 78Y £1300
RO65TAR £290
PIOTAV  £290
B7TAX  £690
TBK 851  £1300
TBY4I5 £695
P20TCR  £190
327D £1200
M20TED £995
W66 TED £895
P99 TED £795
TI0TEL  £890
FT4TEL £795
PI2ITEL £895
ASTEN  £795
T88TEP  £290
S555TEV £795
6557 TF  £1300
W4TFR  £1200
THZ 5876 £190
COTIA  £490
B6TLT  £290
TM 3069 £3200
PITMH  £895

783TMP £795
RT77TMT £190
277TNY  £1100
TODII9X  £590
LITOG  £1100
JWO05 TOM £590
RI3TOM £1400
P26 TOM £1300
TOM2IlY £995
TOM 270Y £1400
W64 TON £695
JITOP  £695
L692TOY £490
7TPR  £5880
125TR  £3600
J8TRA  £1400
G2TRB  £390
TRT87 £2300
824TRT £695
KIS5 TRV £490
A3TTO  £695
4025TU £1400
24TV £4200
S6TVE  £895
TWI95  £695
359 TVW £595
C2TWS  £590
TETWT  £290
PATYB £1780
NSTYE  £695
T700TYM £190
UB 4554 £1880
9137UB  £1300
UFF 977 £695
BSULA  £790
JIULK  £790
600 ULX £695
URK'780 £795
C3URN  £690
BISURN £790
17US  £4400
W4UTD  £790
WVI5 UZY £390
720V £4100
VAB63  £1400
MIOVAL  £995
S30VAL £895
NIOO VAL £695
349 VAL  £1800
8853VB £1300
1055VC  £1500
90VE  £4500
R3IVEE  £695
BIOVEL  £690
VF3092 £995
720VFC £695
VG120 £3400
VIB762 £590
VIL750 £595
HIVIT  £1200
Je6VIW  £290
H2VKP  £190
AIBVOL  £695
2799VT  £1100
VTK 444 £1200
N5SVIP  £290
VUl 6404  £190
VWN2)  £290
XIVYS  £1500
P23 WAN £695
WAPIH  £890
S5WBH £4600
JIWCA  £190
XIIWCA  £190
WCA 421 £595
WCA 557 £990
2750 WE £1379
4024 WE  £1100
6729 WE £995
7095 WE £1379
7150 WE  £1379
7663 WE £1379
7736 WE £1379
A4 WEB £1200
F2WEN  £1100
WES 1Y  £3300
WJAG608 £695
EIWIB  £695
WJ0 986 £595
WKR 364 £595
TEWLK  £490
WLRI45 £995
1999 WMD £290
W3WMG £390
TIOWNE £390
W0C 922 £595
WIWUL  £990
WXI362 £390
WYJol9  £595
NOWYN  £995
90XEA  £795
3650X) £695
B2XJR  £790
XK56 XKR £490
XMD 998 £795
800XVC £595
NIXWE  £490
XWJ 908 £895
BLO8 XXX £290
XI2XXX  £390
YAS 339 £895
67YE  £2700
YFM 858 £795
300YHR £595
Ja4YJ0  £290
ClaYju  £390
200YLX £595
YRU90I  £595
41Ys  £5900
YTP749  £595
YWH 965 £695
200YY £3530
YY285  £I800
GA052ZZ £190
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4 BIGBO55

(Iilfsi(())?) SELL YOUR CHERISHED
£9,000
’. . info@valIeyreg’istrations.co.uk N U M B E R H E RE!
www.beefregistrations.co.uk www.valleyregistrations.co.uk
01455 882885 M: 07775 797638 ARE YOU NEW TO
or T: 028 895 21622 ADVERTISING IN AUTOCAR?

4 PIL5

4 ITEB

(PILS) £26.000 or best offer EXTRA ISSUE FREE OF CHARGE!
14
info@va||e§::é:t(:gtions.co.uk On retention Contact Hannah Mathew on 0208 267 5733
www.valleyregistrations.co.uk Private Sale or on hannah.mathew@haymarket.com
M: 07775 797638 Guybingham@icloud.com
or T: 028 895 21622 T: 07841142400

GET IN TOUCH AND BOOK 4 ISSUES
OF AUTOCAR AND WE WILL OFFER AN

‘E B 45 ,\ LE D98 ‘ £45,500 £49,500
. . On retention
www.beefregistrations.co.uk ]
£37,500 £30,500 01455 882885 Private Sale
www.beefregistrations.co.uk | |[www.beefregistrations.co.uk dmbilling@btinternet.com
01455 882885 01455 882885

5 CJ4 ||8 RNJI |

Sil d

Realisitc priced numberplates & quirky selection of cars
= IGIX i, £5995 New Arrivals! ! ! !
—— £2995 1 0 GV o £3995 & 3RGY ... (Cheeky)......£2295
e 190 g 47RO £3095 B BORX ..o £2605
e 19951 0 iz3eav £1495 B REXIL ..o £1995
SERRERE, s E2395 | s ) £1799 B weMN £13995
: T 3325 S MUSSSA | (MrMussa)....£14995 & 2eHN £4995
e £995 & 4Lxx ] (Alex maybe)...£2995 ® ISEY L . £2995
Y £395 R A00AM] (AM).......... £3495 Pair of CHN plates................... £16995
SoesNVO | £895 Number plates and cars wanted for cash

- } .
Premium selection L BMW 18 Electric

4 8o70x |(BOTOX).......... £3995 | .
4 MAD44M | (MADDAM) ..... £3495 Hybrld 2015
% YOUB3F . (YOUSEF)........ £3995 Sophislo Grey (Black) Frozen grey leather,
4 JAY2E | (JAY ZE)........... £3495 SAT NAYV, Head up display, only 2,900 miles
& BHCX | £1895 amazing 4x4 car no road-tax, no congestion,
& 5NJY  (SANJAY)......... £2995 35mpg approx. Or MOre.......ccovveuriue £69,995

Call: 07961 808069 | Email: alspeed@live.co.uk | established over 20 years

SW London
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The 812 Superfast’s
789bhp is shocking,
but only for now

h,welcome, 812
Superfast. You’ll be the
new Ferrari, won’t you?
Your CV suggests you're
super, and I have no doubt believing
you’re almost certainly fast.

Sit down, make yourself
comfortable, and answer me this:
how much, exactly, is too much?
Power, I mean. I always thought your
predecessor, the F12,had a more than
ample 730bhp. Then the F12 tdf
turned up with 770bhp. And now
you sit here, placing 789bhp on the
table, while reassuring me that this
unending power growth is absolutely
fine. So, where do you see yourselfin
fiveyears’ time?

Honestly, dear reader, where does
itall stop? Sometimes in the media
we confidently predict that a certain
power output will be the end of
things. The pinnacle. The ultimate.
The McLaren F1. The Bugatti Veyron.
And then what happens?

An everyday McLaren rocks up
with more power than an F1,and
there’s about to be a new Bugatti with

Model S’s 603bhp doesn’t offend anyone
90 AUTOCAR.GO.UK 1MARCH 2017

At

TESTER'S NOTES

ror

Thirty years ago a middling family car
had 74bhp. Today's has double that

1492bhp - almost 50% more than
the first Veyron. It’s time to admit
that we were wrong and that there
won’t be an end to it. Don’t get too
used to the 812’s 789bhp. Not because
it represents an apogee from which
we’ll sensibly return, but because
800bhp is right around the corner.

It turns out that cars, you see,
just mirror life, where unending
growth, power and complexity are
the overriding trends. With due
apologies to any creationists, once
we were amoeba, yet now many of
us stand over six feet tall. The first
computers used to crack wartime
codes were the size of rooms, but add
all the computing power of every
wartime computer together and
you’d barely have enough oomph to
play avideo of a cat falling off a shelf.

Power growth is all around us,and
ithasbeen since the dawn of times.
How many calories do you — dear
reader, not Ferrari — consume aday? I
wouldn’tlike to guess (you’re looking
well), but I’ll bet it will be more than
the average of, say, 100 years ago.
The thrust of an Airbus A380 knocks
aside anything Louis Blériot would
likely have imagined. More power.
More force. More life is as inevitable
as the arrival of the morning sun.

The average family car? Thirty
years ago a middling Ford Escort

would have had 74bhp from a
1.4-litre engine. Today you could
comfortably double that. As recent
as 1991, a luxury car like a Mercedes-
Benz S-Class with a 5.0-litre engine
made around 250bhp and 288lb ft.
Today you can buy an S-Class with
almost as much power as a McLaren
F1 - enough to make a Vauxhall
Lotus Carlton feel like a pram. The
Carlton once offended the world;
today nobody is outraged thata
Tesla Model S can give you, silently,
603bhp and 7131b ft.

T once asked a Lamborghini
engineer how much was too
much. There is no figure, he said.
Acceleration atlow speed is already
limited by traction; more power
gives you better acceleration at high
speed. And if that much speed all
sounds a bit hairy? Well, there’s more
computing power to deal with itand
more efficiency and complexity to
mean it doesn’t consume the planet at
an any greater rate.

So, frankly, we had better get used
to it. And look forward, I suppose,
to the day when your average family
hatchback will have 500bhp.

GET IN TOUCH
= mattprior@haymarket.com
W @matty_prior

[

ENJOYED
THIS ISSUE?

Head to autocar.co.uk to
findevenmore of the latest
News, reviews, opinion,
galleries and videos

Geneva motor show

Our live coverage of one of the car
industry’s biggest events kicks off

Merc E-Class Coupé review

New Audi A5 rival promises refinement,
performance and plenty of style

Insight: car tech evolution

Cutting-edge automotive gizmos
revealed at Mobile World Congress

ALSO FIND US AT

You D)

youtube.com/autocar

autocar.co.uk/facebook
twittercom/autocar
©)
autocar_official

SUBSCRIBE

autocar.co.uk/subscribe
For all our latest print and digital
subscription offers



UK New cars Great savings on new vehicles

Call us today 01508 571385 | uknewcars.com
new Ca rs for le SS Lines open 9am - 6pm, Monday to Friday

THIS MONTH’S STAR CAR

ALI_ NEW WHATCAR?
BMW ﬁ
5 Series Saloon
520d SE 4dr Auto

Save £3,422
Price £32,603

Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km)
Urban 60.1 (4.7) Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8)
Combined 68.9 (4.1) Co2 108g/km

ALL NEW ERal ALL NEW Y4 Mercedes-BenzBig Land Rover
Audi Q5 Audi A5 Coupé GLC SUvV Discovery Sport

2.0 TDI Quattro S Line 5dr S Tronic 2.0 TDI Ultra S Line 2dr 220d 4Matic Sport 5dr Auto 2.0 TD4 HSE 5dr

Save £4,835 Save £3,951 Save £4,693 Save £2,502

Price £35,385 Price £32,649 Price £33,5622 Price £33,293

Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km) Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km) Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km) Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km)

Urban 52.3 (5.4) Extra Urban 57.6 (4.9) Urban 55.4 (5.1) Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8) Urban 51.4 (5.5) Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7) Urban 50.4 (5.6) Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5)
Combined 55.4 (5.1) Co2 133g/km Combined 67.3 (4.2) Co2 111g/km Combined 56.5 (5.0) Co2 129g/km Combined 57.7 (4.9) Co2 129g/km

TR s~

ﬂ A ( : “
L Y

Audi ALL NEW BMW BMW
A3 Sportback Mini Countryman 1 Series Hatch ™= 3 Series Saloon ™

1.4 TFSI 150 Sport 5dr 1.5 Cooper 5dr M140i 3dr 320d M Sport 4dr

Save £3,050 Save £1,532 Save £7,229 Save £6,213

Price £21,095 Price £20,933 Price £24,976 Price £26,977

Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km) Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km) Fuel consumption in mpg (/100km) Fuel consumption in mpg (//100km)
Urban 49.6 (5.7) Extra Urban 70.6 (4.0) Urban 41.5 (6.8) Extra Urban 58.9 (4.8) Urban 26.6 (10.6) Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2) Urban 53.3 (5.3) Extra Urban 72.4 (3.9)
Combined 61.4 (4.6) Co2 107g/km Combined 51.4 (5.5) Co2 126g/km Combined 36.2 (7.8) Co2 179g/km Combined 64.2 (4.4) Co2 116g/km

TR B -

Great deals with a 5-star service Yk Hk K Reasisirs

by What Car?

Cash prices and savings quoted - finance offers also available on all cars

M Deposits and final balance paid direct to dealer M All cars supplied by franchised UK dealers M Use your local dealer for service and warranty

M No imports or pre-registered cars M Full UK manufacturer’s warranty M Main dealer promotional finance available

Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Emissions figures are from the latest manufacturer literature available. Prices correct at time of going to press.



THIS IS THE MOMENT
TO LIVE ANY MOMENT,

THE NEW SEAT LEON

TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY

Right now you could be at the opera. Or dancing swing. You could be on your way to an important dinner, or grabbing a bite with friends. Because in this moment, you can
do anything. The New SEAT Leon - fully equipped with technology like Full LED Headlights and a Wireless Phone Charger. A car that’s been designed to let you enjoy the ride,
whatever you choose to do. A car that’s as ready as you are. The award winning New SEAT Leon, from £17,295* Visit SEAT.co.uk/leon to book a test drive and receive £500

off on top of all existing offers**
FOLLOW US ON: n

AS READY AS YOU ARE.

Yoo
@ |®) SEAT.CO.UK

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon Range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 31 (9.1) — 65.7 (4.3); extra-
urban 46.3 (6.1) — 74.3 (3.8); combined 39.2 (7.2) — 70.6 (4.0). CO;, emissions 164 — 102 g/km. Standard EU Test

figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

SEAT Leon 1.0 TSI Ecomotive 115 SE Technology winner of What Car? Best Family Car £18-20k. Car shown is a New SEAT Leon 5DR 1.4 TSI 125 PS FR Technology from £19,480* with
optional metallic paint worth £575,* Winter Pack worth £365,* electric sunroof & LED interior illumination pack worth £790,* also has Park Assistance Pack worth £385* and optional 18"
‘Performance’ machined alloy wheels worth £785.*

*Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) rate accurate at time of print but may change. **Retail sales only. Offer ends 3rd April 2017. Visit seat.co.uk for full T&Cs.




